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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 28 >To70”

| NTRODUCED BY O DONNELL, FEE, COLE, REED, |TKIN, FREIND
ALDEN, BROWN, McCALL, JONES, Di CARLO, PERZEL, TRELLOQ,
KUKOVI CH, SEVENTY, G AMVARCO, W D. HUTCH NSQON, MKELVEY,
DAWDA, E. H SM TH AND COHEN, MARCH 12, 1979

REFERRED TO FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS, MARCH 12, 1979
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In the House of Representatives, March 12, 1979

WHEREAS, It is a reprehensible policy that woul d assune t hat
the noral obligation for the mass nmurder of over 11, 000, 000
i nnocent victins of the Hol ocaust can be elimnated by the
passage of tinme; and

VWHEREAS, The statute of limtations of the Gernman Federal
Republic relating to Nazi war crimnals is scheduled to expire
on Decenber 31, 1979; and

WHEREAS, |f said statute of |imtations does expire no
i nvestigation of murder, including genocide, comrtted by Nazi
war crimnals can be initiated after that date; and

WHEREAS, |f said statute of |limtations does expire thousands
of Nazi war crimnals who were actively involved in the
cal cul ated and brutal nurder of mllions of innocent victins
will be rewarded for having evaded justice; and

WHEREAS, Crinmes of |esser horror than genocide are subject to

no statute of limtations either in Pennsylvania or numerous
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ot her jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, It is in the interest of all free people that new
generations not be allowed to forget the dangers and
consequences of the crine of genocide; and

WHEREAS, An international canpaign to convince the Gernman
Federal Republic to elimnate or extend the current statute of
[imtations has been initiated by a broad base of concerned
organi zations and individuals; therefore be it

RESCLVED, (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a requests the Governnent of
the United States to urge the German Federal Republic and the
| egi slators of that nation to abolish or extend to the end of
the century, the statute of limtations relating to Nazi war
crimnals; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly requests that the
President and the Secretary of State of the United States
comuni cate the contents of this resolution on behalf of the
peopl e of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania to the follow ng
national |eaders of the West German Federal Republic: the
President, the Chancellor, the Anbassador to the United States,
the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court, the National
Legislators; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to the
following United States Governnent officials: The President, the
Secretary of State, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
the Majority Leader of the Senate, the Menbers of the National
Security Council and the Menbers of the Pennsylvani a

Congr essi onal Del egati on.
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