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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2620 =%

| NTRODUCED BY FRYER, A. C. FOSTER, JR, TRELLO LEVI, GAMBLE
DUFFY, KNI GHT, M COZZIE, SIRIANNI, E. Z. TAYLOR AND
LI VENGOOD, JUNE 2, 1980

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 2, 1980
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1656, No.581),
entitled "An act concerni ng boroughs, and revising, anmending
and consolidating the law relating to boroughs,” further
providing for filling of vacancies in certain borough
of fices.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 901, act of February 1, 1966 (1965

P.L. 1656, No.581), known as "The Borough Code," anended June 15,

1978 (P.L.473, No.68), is anended to read:

Section 901. Filling Vacancies in Elective Borough
O fices.--1f any vacancy shall occur in the office of the nmayor,
menber of council, auditor, controller, assessor, or tax

col l ector, by death, resignation, renoval fromthe borough, or
froma ward in the case of a ward office, or by failure to take
the required oath or to give bond as provided by | aw or

ordi nance, or in any other nmanner whatsoever, the borough
council shall fill such vacancy within thirty days by

appoi nting, by resolution, a registered elector of the borough,
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or of the ward in case of a ward office, to hold such office, if
the termthereof continues so long, until the first Mnday in
January after the first municipal election occurring nore than
sixty days after the vacancy occurs, at which election an
eligible person shall be elected to the office for the remai nder
of the term

The person appointed shall give bond if required by | aw or
or di nance.

In cases where the person elected to the office shall fail to
give bond, if any, required or to take the required oath, the
bor ough council, before making the appoi ntnent, shall declare
the office vacant.

If the council of any borough shall refuse, fail or neglect,
or be unable, for any reason whatsoever, to fill any vacancy
within thirty days after the vacancy happens, as provided in

this section, then the vacancy shall be filled within fifteen

addi ti onal days by [a] the vacancy board. [to] Such board shal
consi st of the borough council exclusive of the mayor, and one
regi stered el ector of the borough who shall be [el ected]

appoi nted by the borough council at [each reorganizati onal

neeting of the council] the council's first neeting each

cal endar year or as soon thereafter as practical and who shal

act as chairman of the vacancy board. The board shall appoint a
regi stered el ector of the borough, (or ward in the case of a
ward office), to hold such office, if the termthereof continues
so long, until the first Monday in January after the first
muni ci pal el ection occurring nore than sixty days after the
vacancy occurs, at which election an eligible person shall be
elected to the office for the remainder of the term

If the vacancy is not filled by the vacancy board wthin
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fifteen days, the chairman shall or in the case of a vacancy in

t he chai rmanshi p the renmni ni ng nenbers of the vacancy board

shall petition the court of common pleas to fill the vacancy by
t he appoi ntnment of a registered elector of the borough (or ward
in the case of a ward), to hold such office, if the termthereof
continues so long, until the first Monday in January after the
first municipal election occurring nore than sixty days after

t he vacancy occurs, at which election an eligible person shal

be elected to the office for the remainder of the term In the

case where there are vacancies in nore than a nmpjority of the

offices of council, the court of commpn pleas shall fill such

vacanci es upon presentati on of petition signed by not | ess than

fifteen regi stered el ectors of the borough.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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