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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1716 5%

I NTRODUCED BY FI SCHER AND GALLAGHER, SEPTEMBER 19, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, SEPTEMBER 19, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for required
i mruni zati on agai nst di seases and the adm ssion of begi nners.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 1303, act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the "Public School Code of 1949," added Apri
11, 1974 (P.L.258, No.67), is anended to read:
Section 1303. |Inmunization Required; Penalty.--(a) Every

child, as a condition of attendance for the first tine at any

public, private or parochial school, including kindergarten,

shall be i muni zed as directed by the Secretary of Heal th

agai nst such di seases as shall appear on a list to be nade, and

fromtine to tine reviewed by the Advi sory Health Board.

[(a)] (b) It shall be the duty of all school directors,

superintendents, principals, or other persons in charge of any
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public, private, parochial, or other school including

ki ndergarten, to ascertain that every child, [prior to] seeking
adm ssion to school for the first tine has been inmunized[, as
the Secretary of Health may direct, against such di seases as

shall appear on a list to be made and fromtine to tinme revi ewed

by the Advisory Health Board] as required under the provisions

of this section. Al certificates of inmunization shall be

i ssued in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons pronul gat ed
by the Secretary of Health with the sanction and advice of the
Advi sory Heal th Board.

[(b)] (c) Any parent or quardian or person in parental

rel ati on, having control or charge for any child or children

being adnitted to school for the first tine who shall fail,

negl ect or refuse to conply with, or who shall violate, any of
the provisions or requirenents of this section, except as
herei nafter provided, shall, for every such of fense, upon

summary conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine for the

benefit of the school district in which such of fendi ng person

resi des of not less than five dollars ($5) nor nore than one
hundred dollars ($100), and in default thereof, to undergo an
i mprisonnment in the jail of the proper county for a period not
exceedi ng sixty (60) days. Al such fines shall be paid into the
treasury of the school district.

[(c)] (d) The provisions of this section shall not apply in
the case of any child deenmed to have a nedica
[ contraindication] reason which may contraindi cate i nmuni zati on
and so certified by a physician. Such certificates may be
accepted in lieu of a certificate of inmunization.

[(d)] (e) The provisions of this section shall not apply in

the case of any child whose parent or guardi an objects in
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witing to such inmunization on religious grounds.

(f) The provisions of this section shall not apply in the

case of any child who is not i muni zed or whose i nmuni zati on

status is inconplete, provided that, the child is placed on an

i muni zati on pl an and recei ves a dose of vaccine, if appropriate

according to the child's i nmuni zati on plan, within the tine

permitted for the adm ssi on of begi nners.

(g) Any child who has been placed on an i nmuni zati on pl an

but has not received the subsequent dose of vaccine according to

the child's i nmuni zation plan within thirty (30) days of the

vacci nati on date specified in the i nmuni zati on plan shall be

excluded from attendi ng school until the subsequent dose has

been adni ni st er ed.

(h) The Departnent of Health shall receive i nmuni zati on

reports frompublic, private, parochial or other school s,

i ncl udi ng ki ndergarten at tines and on forns which the Secretary

of Health shall direct with the sancti on and advi ce of the

Advi sory Heal th Board.

Section 2. Section 1304 of the act, anended January 14, 1970
(1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 1304. Adm ssion of Beginners.--The adm ssion of
begi nners to the public schools shall be confined to the first
two weeks of the annual school termin districts operating on an
annual pronotion basis, and to the first two weeks of either the
first or the second senester of the school termin districts

operating on a sem -annual pronotion basis. Except that, for the

school term of 1979-1980 the admi ssi on of begi nners who were

excluded from attendi ng school because they had not been

i muni zed pursuant to section 1303 shall be permtted during the

first two weeks of school following the effective date of this
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act. Adm ssion shall be |imted to begi nners who have attai ned
the age of five years and seven nonths before the first day of
Septenber if they are to be admtted in the fall, and to those
who have attained the age of five years and seven nonths before
the first day of February if they are to be admtted at the
begi nni ng of the second senester. The board of school directors
of any school district may admt begi nners who are | ess than
five years and seven nonths of age, in accordance w th standards
prescri bed by the State Board of Education. The board of school
directors may refuse to accept or retain begi nners who have not
attained a nental age of five years, as determ ned by the
supervi sor of special education or a properly certificated
publ i ¢ school psychol ogi st in accordance with standards

prescri bed by the State Board of Educati on.

The term "beginners,” as used in this section, shall nmean any
child that should enter the | owest grade of the primary school
or the Iowest primary class above the kindergarten |evel.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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