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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1117 =55

I NTRODUCED BY SPI TZ, MAY 1, 1979

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MAY 1, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled

"An act providing for the paynment of death benefits to the

surviving spouse or children of firemen or | aw enforcenent

officers killed in the performance of their duties,"”

i ncludi ng volunteer firemen within the act.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1 and 2, act of June 24, 1976 (P.L. 424,
No. 101), entitled "An act providing for the paynent of death
benefits to the surviving spouse or children of firemen or |aw
enforcenent officers killed in the performance of their duties,”
are amended to read:

Section 1. (a) A political subdivision shall pay to the

surviving spouse, or, if there is no surviving spouse, the m nor

children, of a fireman, volunteer fireman or | aw enforcenent

of ficer of the political subdivision killed in the performance
of his duties the sum of $25,000. The benefit shall be payable
whet her or not the officer was killed within the corporate
boundari es of the enploying nunicipality.

(b) The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania shall pay to the
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surviving spouse, or, if there is no surviving spouse, the m nor
children of a State policeman or other |aw enforcenment officer
of the Commonwealth killed in the performance of his duties the
sum of $25,000. The benefit shall be payabl e whether or not the
of ficer was killed within the Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

(c) The political subdivision, or the surviving spouse, or a

quardian in fact or under the law for nminor children nay apply

to the State Treasurer of the Commpbnweal th for the death

benefit. No benefits or rei nbursenents shall be paid by the

State Treasurer until the Attorney General nmakes a

deternmination, that the beneficiary is eligible for the death

Upon paynent of this death benefit by a political
subdi vi sion, the political subdivision shall apply to the State

Treasurer and upon a determ nation of the eligibility of the

beneficiary for the death benefit, be reinbursed for the total

anount by the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania. Paynents by the
Commonweal th or reinbursenent to the political subdivisions
shal | be made out of the General Fund of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.

Section 2. "Fireman or |aw enforcenment officer"” means a

fireman, volunteer firenman, peace officer as defined in 18

Pa.C. S.8 501 (relating to definitions), public servant concerned
in official detention as defined in 18 Pa.C S.8 5121 (relating
to escape), an officer or enployee of a State correctional
institution, guards or enployees of county jails and prisons or
ot her | aw enforcenment officer of the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vani a or of any political subdivision thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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