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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1011 *5%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. A. C. FOSTER, JR , MANDERI NO AND SCI RI CA
APRI L 23, 1979

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 15, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 18, 1941 (P.L. 137, No.74), entitled "An
act providing for the appointnent, powers and control of
menbers of volunteer fire conpanies as special fire police,
and conferring powers on themat fires attended by their fire
conpanies in any city, borough, town and township,"” further
providing for the powers of special fire police.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1, act of June 18, 1941 (P.L. 137, No.74),
entitled "An act providing for the appointnment, powers and
control of menbers of volunteer fire conpanies as special fire
police, and conferring powers on themat fires attended by their
fire conpanies in any city, borough, town and township,"” anended
August 10, 1959 (P.L.656, No.209), is anended to read:

Section 1. Any volunteer fire conmpany in any city, borough,
town or township may nominate any of its nenbers as special fire
police. Al special fire police so nom nated shall, before they

enter upon their duties as such, be confirmed by the mayor of

the city, the [burgess] mayor of the borough or town, or the
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chai rman of the board of conm ssioners or supervisors of the
townshi p, as the case may be. \Wen so confirnmed and sworn and
di spl ayi ng a badge of authority they shall have full power to
regul ate traffic and keep crowds under control at or in the
vicinity of any fire on which their conpanies are in attendance
and to exercise such other police powers as are necessary in
order to facilitate and prevent interference with the work of
firemen in extinguishing fires and, in addition, shall have
[all] the police powers necessary to performtheir duties when
functioning as special fire police at [parades, accidents,

fl oods, or other energencies, or at any public function
conducted by or under the auspices of any volunteer fire
conpany, at the request of the governing body of any such
muni ci pality, and when so functioning as special fire police
shall be deened to be performng the duties of their

enpl oynment.] any function, event, or parade conducted by, and

under the auspices of, any volunteer fire conpany, or any other

event, function, or parade conducted by an organi zati on ot her

than a volunteer fire conpany, providing the request to perform

these duties is nade by the governing body of the city, borough,

town, or township in which the event will be conducted, or when

accidents, floods, or any other energencies require perfornmance

of such traffic and—erowd CONTROL AND CROAND CONTROL duties. Such <—

duties may be perforned w thout prior reguests REQUEST fromthe <—

governi ng body until the arrival of proper State, city, borough,

town, or township police authority and thereafter subject to

direction of such police authority until the emergency no | onger

exi sts. A person functioning as special fire police, and

performing a duty under any of the above conditions, shall be

deened to be perfornmng the duties of his enpl oynment. FlIRE <—
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PCOLI CE PERFORM NG SUCH DUTI ES SHALL BE | DENTI FI ABLE BY, AT

M N MUM THE WEARI NG OF A DI STI NCTI VE ARM BAND. Under no

ci rcunstances shall this act be construed to grant special fire

in the exercise of special fire police powers granted hereunder.

1
2
3
4 police the right and/or power to use firearns or other weapons
5
6

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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