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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 981 5%

| NTRODUCED BY BROMWN, COWELL, KUKOVI CH, ALDEN, CUNNI NGHAM
PERZEL, M LLER, FISCHER, |TKIN, SIEM NSKI AND KNEPPER
APRI L 23, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 23, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 19, 1974 (P.L. 486, No.175), entitled

"An act requiring public agencies to hold certain neetings

and hearings open to the public and providing penalties,”

further providing for conference comrittee neetings to be
open to the public.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (g) of section 5 and section 7, act of
July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175), referred to as the Public
Agency Open Meeting Law, subsection (g) added and section 7
anended February 3, 1976 (P.L.24, No.11l), are anended to read:

Section 5. * * *

(g) Notw thstanding any provision of this section to the

contrary, in case of sessions of the CGeneral Assenbly, al

neeti ngs of conference commttees, all neetings of |egislative

commttees to be held within the Capitol conplex where bills are
considered, and all legislative hearings to be held within the
Capitol conplex where testinony is taken, the requirenment for

public notice thereof shall be conplied with if within the tine
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limts prescribed by this section:

(1) the Supervisor of the Newsroomof the State Capito
Building in Harrisburg is supplied for distribution to the
menbers of the Pennsylvania Legislative Correspondents
Association with a mnimumof thirty copies of the notice of the
date, tinme and place of each session, neeting or hearing:

Provi ded, That where the prescribed notice has been supplied
cont ai ni ng the specific nunber of days of a week schedul ed for
| egi sl ati ve sessions of the House or Senate, but the House or
Senate thereafter determines to be in a greater nunber of
session days than that originally schedul ed for such week, the
public notice requirenment for such additional session days shal
be deemed conplied with, if the Speaker of the House or
presiding officer of the Senate, as the case may be, nakes
publ i ¢ announcenent during open neeting of a regularly schedul ed
session of the date, tine and place of the additional session
day or days and notice is posted as prescribed by this section;
and

(2) there is a posting of the copy of such notice at a
public place within the main Capitol building designated by the
Chief Clerk and the Secretary of the Senate.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision to the contrary, comittees may
be called into session in accordance with the provisions of the
rul es of the House or the Senate and an announcenent by the
Speaker of the House or the presiding officer of the Senate:
Provi ded, That such announcenent is made in open session of the
House or the Senate.

Section 7. For the purpose of this act, neetings of the
Legi slature which are covered are as follows: all neetings of

conference commttees, all neetings of commttees where bills

19790H0981B1089 - 2 -



are considered, all hearings where testinony is taken, al
sessions of the House of Representatives and the Senate. Not

included in the intent of this act are party caucuses, nor any

1
2
3
4 meeting of any ethics commttee created pursuant to the rul es of
5 the House of Representatives or the Senate.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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