PRINTER S NO. 865

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /99 5%

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWEDER, NOYE, STUBAN, COLE, ZELLER, DOVBROWSKI
BI TTLE, WARGO, DeVERTER AND A. K. HUTCH NSON, MARCH 20, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 20, 1979
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AN ACT

Creating a State Fire Safety Comm ssion; providing for the

appoi ntment of nenbers and a State Fire Safety Conm ssioner;

and defining its powers and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Creation of comm ssion; conposition.

(a) A State Fire Safety Conmm ssion is hereby created as an
i ndependent adm ni strative conm ssion subject to the provisions
of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The
Adm ni strative Code of 1929," with sole jurisdiction over al
fire safety codes, storage, handling and transportati on of al
expl osi ves, toxic or hazardous chem cals, and flanmable |i quids
and gases, the Pennsylvania State Firenen's Training School, and
rules and regulations that are at this date in force promul gated
by the several departnments and agencies of the State governnment,
with the exception of the arson investigations of the Fire

Marshal Division of the Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

(b) The State Fire Safety Conm ssion shall consist of 16
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menbers as follows: eight citizens of Pennsylvani a appoi nted by
the Governor with the advice and consent of a majority of the
Senate, two of whom shall be representatives of paid firenmen and
two of whom shall be representatives of volunteer firenen; the
Secretary of the Departnent of Labor and Industry; the Deputy
Secretary for Safety Adm nistration of the Departnent of
Transportation; the Fire Marshal of the Pennsylvania State
Police; the State Fire Safety Conmmi ssioner; a ngjority and
mnority nenber of the Senate appointed by the President pro
tenpore; and a majority and mnority nenber of the House of
Represent ati ves appoi nted by the Speaker thereof.

(c) O the eight initial appointnents of the Governor, two
shall be appointed for a year; tw for two years; two for three
years; and two for four years; thereafter all appointnents shal
be for a termof four years. Any vacancies shall be inmediately
filled by the Governor for the unexpired term The nenbers of
t he Legi sl ature appointed by the comm ssion shall serve at the
pl easure of the appointing authority, but not beyond their term
of office in the General Assenbly.

(d) Conm ssion nenbers, other than the eight gubernatorial
appoi ntments, nay designate soneone to act in their stead but
such desi gnat ed persons shall have no vote.

(e) The conm ssion nenbers shall serve w thout conpensati on,
but each nenber shall be reinbursed for his necessary traveling
and ot her expenses involved in the performance of his official
duties.

Section 2. State Fire Safety Conm ssioner.

The comm ssion shall submit a list of five qualified persons

for appointnment to the office of State Fire Safety Comm ssioner.

Sai d appoi ntnent shall be made by the Governor, with the advice
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and consent of a majority of the Senate. He shall serve at the
pl easure of the Governor. The State Fire Safety Comm ssioner
shall have at | east ten years' experience in the field of fire
safety. He shall be the chairman and preside at the neetings of
the comm ssion. The salary of the State Fire Safety Conm ssioner
shall be set by the comm ssion.

Section 3. Meetings of the comm ssion.

(a) The Secretary of Labor and Industry shall, within 60
days after confirmation of the nmenbers of the comm ssion, cal
t he organi zational neeting for the purpose of submtting to the
Governor the initial list of applicants for the office of State
Fire Safety Comm ssioner. The conmi ssion shall neet at | east
four times a year. Special neetings may be called by the
chai rman, or upon witten request of nine menbers. A quorum
shal | consi st of nine nenbers.

(b) It shall be the duty of the comm ssion, through the
State Fire Safety Comm ssioner, to keep a full and faithful
record of the proceedi ngs of such comm ssion, preserve at the
general offices of the conm ssion all books, nmaps, docunents and
papers entrusted to its care, and prepare for service such
papers and notices as nay be required by the comm ssion. The
commi ssion or such officers, enployees or agents of the
conmmi ssion as nay be designated by the comm ssion for such
pur poses, shall have the power to adm ni ster oaths and exam ne
Wi t nesses.

(c) Al neetings of the conm ssion shall be open and public
and all persons shall be permtted to attend any neetings of the
commi ssi on.

Section 4. Powers and duti es.

The powers and duties of the comm ssion shall be:
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(1) Prepare and adopt regul ati ons establishing m nimm
standards for the protection of |ife and property agai nst
fire and panic caused by fires and expl osi ons.
(2) Adopt and pronote educational fire safety prograns
for the public, and for the public and private school systens
t hrough the twel fth grade of educati on.
(3) Establish a system of Statew de inspections for fire
hazards, training and utilizing the various fire departnents
for such inspections.
(4) Develop and regulate a Statew de training program
for fire safety personnel, including fire drills.
(5) Adopt standards of fire fighting equipnent,
excl udi ng anbul ances, invalid coaches or those vehicles
designed primarily for rescue operations.
(6) Establish progranms of regional fire protection.
(7) Collect and interpret fire statistical data.
(8) Identify and nake public the location of hospitals
wi thin the Commonweal th, and in contiguous states, that are
equi pped and staffed to offer specialized treatnent for burn
cases.
Section 5. Conm ssion staff.

The comm ssion shall have the power to enpl oy such
prof essional, technical, clerical and other assistance as may be
deened necessary. The staff shall serve at the pleasure of the
conmmi ssion which shall prescribe their duties and fix their
conpensation within the appropriations avail able therefor.
Section 6. Effect of municipal restrictions.

Not hing in this act shall prohibit the governing body of any
muni ci pality frominposing greater restrictions than are inposed

by this act or any regul ations promnul gated by the conmm ssi on.
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Section 7. Legislative oversight.

The State Fire Safety Comm ssion shall be subject to a
conprehensive | egislative review every three years for
eval uation of its program responsibilities, appropriation
needs, staff and effectiveness.

Section 8. Severability.

If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstances is held invalid, such invalidity
shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act
whi ch can be given effect without the invalid provision or
application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
decl ared to be severabl e.

Section 9. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
i nconsi stent herew th.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect immediately. For the purpose of
transition, the conmm ssion, by regulation, shall designate the
effective date when its exclusive jurisdiction shall supersede
the jurisdiction of the agencies whose authority to adm nister
statutes and regul ati ons thereunder shall take effect. The
af oresai d supersession shall be not |ater than six nonths after

t he organi zati onal neeting of the conm ssion.
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