PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 229, 1732, 1741 PRINTER S NO. 3422

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 213 5%

| NTRODUCED BY MR SCHWEDER, MRS. E. Z. TAYLOR, MESSRS. Di CARLQ
KLI NGAMAN, POTT AND BERSON, FEBRUARY 6, 1979

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 28, 1980

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

AVENDI NG TI TLE 23 (DOVESTI C RELATI ONS) OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—
CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, ADDI NG PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO THE
TERM NATI ON OF PARENT- CHI LD RELATI ONSHI PS AND ADOPTI ONS;
REVI SI NG CERTAI N PROVI SI ONS OF THE LAW RELATI NG THERETO, AND
MAKI NG REPEALS.
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32 § 2902. REQUI REMENTS AND FORM OF DECREE OF ADOPTI ON.
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35 § 2905. | MPOUNDI NG OF PROCEEDI NGS.
36 § 2906. DOCKET ENTRI ES.
37 § 2907. CERTIFI CATE OF ADOPTI ON.
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43 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

44 hereby enacts as foll ows:

19790H0213B3422 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

N e e e
N o o AWODN

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N N NN
o N o O

|

30 - -

19790H0213B3422



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

H
o

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N DN N N DN
~N o o~ W

N DN
© o

30

19790H0213B3422 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

N e e e
N o o AWODN

N R R
o O o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N DN N N DN
© 00 ~N o O

30
19790H0213B3422 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N OO O B W N +— O

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N DN
© o

w
o

19790H0213B3422 - 6 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

e
oo ~

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

NN
& O

N
~

N
oo

N
(o]

30

19790H0213B3422 - 7 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N N
o

N
(o]

30

19790H0213B3422 - 8 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N T N N e S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N N N N DN
o N oo o b

N
(o]

30
19790H0213B3422 - 9 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

R e i e
A W N - O

e e
0o N o o

N DN N DN N DN DN N P
~N~ o oA W N -, O ©

N DN
© o

30

19790H0213B3422 - 10 -




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

R e i e
A W N - O

=Y
(63}

N
N O

e
© o
*
*
*

N DN
= O

N
N

|

NN
© ~
*
*
*

30 (4)-and—{(5)}}-
19790H0213B3422 - 11 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N R R R R R R R R R R
o O 0o N o o M wWw N - O

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N
oo

N
(o]

30

19790H0213B3422 - 12 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

e
© 0o

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N DN N N N DN
© 00 ~N oo o b

30

19790H0213B3422 - 13 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

hild I I : i 11 be held in (i I o

19790H0213B3422 - 14 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

H
o

T
» (&)
|
[
[
|

|

=Y
oo

£

N
=

N
N

30 Givil_F | hall F I . Lt
19790H0213B3422 - 15 -




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N
oo

N
(o]

the proceedings—

30 )N hall disel i nf . bt ai |
19790H0213B3422 - 16 -




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

[ =
w N

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N
oo

N
(o]

30

19790H0213B3422 - 17 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N DN
© o

30
19790H0213B3422 - 18 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

|

tgl

30 4y—The—adeptee—t++—over—|twelvel—ten—years—otage-
19790H0213B3422 - 19 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N
= O

|

N DN
~N O

{

30 withoutregardtoage—and
19790H0213B3422 - 20 -




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

[ T S Y S SR T
o o A W N —, O

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N DN
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N DN
~N O

N DN
© o

30

19790H0213B3422 - 21 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e = = =
0o N o o A W N - O

N
o ©

N
=

N
N

N
w

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N
oo

N
(o]

30 i . . | Bl  with ’
19790H0213B3422 - 22 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30
19790H0213B3422 - 23 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

FegtHed—

SECTION 1. TITLE 23, ACT OF NOVEMBER 25, 1970 (P.L. 707,
NO 230), KNOAWN AS THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSCLI DATED STATUTES, IS
AMVENDED BY ADDI NG PARTS TO READ:

TI TLE 23
DOMESTI C RELATI ONS
PART
1. ADOPTI ON
| X, M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
PART 111
ADCPTI ON
CHAPTER
21. PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
23. JURI SDI CTI ON AND PARTI ES
25. PROCEEDI NGS PRI OR TO PETI TI ON TO ADCPT
27. PETITION FOR ADOPTI ON
29. DECREES AND RECORDS
CHAPTER 21
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
SEC.
2101. SHORT TI TLE OF PART.
2102. DEFI NI TI ONS.
§ 2101. SHORT TI TLE OF PART.

TH S PART SHALL BE KNOMN AND MAY BE ClI TED AS THE " ADOPTI ON
ACT. "

§ 2102. DEFI N TI ONS.

19790H0213B3422 - 24 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S PART SHALL
HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE, THE
MEANI NGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON:

“ADOPTEE. " AN | NDI VI DUAL PROPOSED TO BE ADOPTED.

"AGENCY. "  ANY | NCORPORATED OR UNI NCORPORATED CORGANI ZATI ON,
SOCI ETY, | NSTI TUTI ON OR OTHER ENTI TY, PUBLI C OR VOLUNTARY, VH CH
MAY RECEI VE OR PROVI DE FOR THE CARE OF CHI LDREN, SUPERVI SED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VELFARE AND PROVI DI NG ADOPTI ON SERVI CES
I N ACCORDANCE W TH STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

"CLERK. " THE CLERK OF THE DI VI SION OF THE COURT OF COVMON
PLEAS HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON OVER VCOLUNTARY RELI NQUI SHVENT,

I NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON AND ADCPTI ON PROCEEDI NGS.

"COURT." THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS.

"I NTERMEDI ARY. " ANY PERSON OR PERSONS OR AGENCY ACTI NG
BETWEEN THE PARENT OR PARENTS AND THE PROPOSED ADCPTI VE PARENT
OR PARENTS | N ARRANG NG AN ADGCPTI ON PLACEMENT.

"PARENT. " | NCLUDES ADOPTI VE PARENT.

CHAPTER 23
JURI SDI CTI ON AND PARTI ES
SUBCHAPTER
A. JURI SDI CTI ON

B. PARTIES
SUBCHAPTER A
JURI SDI CTl ON
SEC.
2301. COURT.
2302. VENUE.

§ 2301. COURT.
THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS OF EACH COUNTY SHALL EXERCI SE
THROUGH THE APPROPRI ATE DI VI SI ON ORI G NAL JURI SDI CTI ON OVER

19790H0213B3422 - 25 -
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VOLUNTARY RELI NQUI SHVENT, | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON AND ADOPTI ON
PROCEEDI NGS.
§ 2302. VENUE.

PROCEEDI NGS FOR VOLUNTARY RELI NQUI SHVENT, | NVOLUNTARY
TERM NATI ON AND ADCPTI ON MAY BE BROUGHT | N THE COURT OF THE
COUNTY:

(1) WHERE THE PARENT OR PARENTS OR THE ADOPTEE OR THE
PERSON OR PERSONS WHO HAVE FI LED A REPORT OF | NTENTION TO
ADOPT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2531 ( RELATI NG TO REPORT OF
I NTENTI ON TO ADCPT) RESI DE.

(2) INWCHIS LOCATED AN OFFI CE OF AN AGENCY HAVI NG
CUSTODY OF THE ADOPTEE OR I N THE COUNTY WHERE THE AGENCY
HAVI NG PLACED THE ADOPTEE | S LOCATED.

(3) WTH LEAVE OF COURT, I N WHI CH THE ADOPTEE FORMERLY
RESI DED.

SUBCHAPTER B
PARTI ES

SEC.
2311. VHO MAY BE ADOPTED.
2312. VHO MAY ADOPT.
2313. REPRESENTATI ON FOR CHI LD.
§ 2311. WHO MAY BE ADOPTED.

ANY | NDI VI DUAL MAY BE ADOPTED, REGARDLESS OF H S AGE OR
RESI DENCE.
§ 2312. WWHO MAY ADOPT.

ANY | NDI VI DUAL NMAY BECOME AN ADOPTI NG PARENT.
§ 2313. REPRESENTATI ON FOR CHI LD.

THE COURT SHALL APPO NT COUNSEL TO REPRESENT THE CHI LD I N AN
I NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON PROCEEDI NG AND AT ANYTI ME MAY APPO NT
COUNSEL OR A GUARDI AN AD LI TEM FOR A CH LD WHO HAS NOT REACHED

19790H0213B3422 - 26 -



THE AGE OF 18 YEARS
CHAPTER 25
PROCEEDI NGS PRI OR TO PETI TI ON TO ADOPT

SUBCHAPTER

A.  VOLUNTARY RELI NQUI SHVENT

B. I NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON

C. DECREE OF TERM NATI ON

D. REPORTS AND | NVESTI GATI ON

SUBCHAPTER A
VOLUNTARY RELI NQUI SHVENT

SEC.
2501. RELI NQUI SHVENT TO ACGENCY
2502. RELI NQUI SHVENT TO ADULT | NTENDI NG TO ADOPT CHI LD
2503. HEARI NG
§ 2501. RELI NQUI SHVENT TO AGENCY

(A) PETITION --WHEN ANY CH LD UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS HAS
BEEN | N THE CARE OF AN AGENCY FOR A M NI MUM PERI GO OF THREE DAYS
OR, VWHETHER OR NOT' THE AGENCY HAS THE PHYSI CAL CARE OF THE
CH LD, THE AGENCY HAS RECEI VED A VWRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE PRESENT
I NTENT TO TRANSFER TO I T CUSTODY OF THE CH LD, EXECUTED BY THE
PARENT, THE PARENT OR PARENTS OF THE CHI LD MAY PETI TI ON THE
COURT FOR PERM SSI ON TO RELI NQUI SH FOREVER ALL PARENTAL RI GHTS
AND DUTI ES W TH RESPECT TO THEI R CHI LD

(B) CONSENTS. --THE WRI TTEN CONSENT OF A PARENT OR GUARDI AN
OF A PETI TI ONER WHO HAS NOT' REACHED 18 YEARS OF AGE SHALL NOT BE
REQUI RED. THE CONSENT OF THE AGENCY TO ACCEPT CUSTODY OF THE
CH LD UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE CH LD | S ADOPTED SHALL BE REQUI RED
§ 2502. RELI NQUI SHVENT TO ADULT | NTENDI NG TO ADOPT CHI LD.

(A) PETITION --WHEN ANY CH LD UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS HAS
BEEN FOR A M NI MUM PERI CD OF 30 DAYS IN THE EXCLUSI VE CARE OF AN

19790H0213B3422 - 27 -
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ADULT OR ADULTS WHO HAVE FI LED A REPORT OF | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT
REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2531 ( RELATI NG TO REPCORT OF | NTENTI ON TO
ADOPT), THE PARENT OR PARENTS OF THE CHI LD MAY PETI TI ON THE
COURT FOR PERM SSI ON TO RELI NQUI SH FOREVER ALL PARENTAL RI GHTS
TO THEI R CHI LD.

(B) CONSENTS. --THE WRI TTEN CONSENT OF A PARENT OR GUARDI AN
OF A PETI TI ONER WHO HAS NOT' REACHED 18 YEARS OF AGE SHALL NOT BE
REQUI RED. THE ADULT OR ADULTS HAVI NG CARE OF THE CHI LD SHALL
FI LE A SEPARATE CONSENT TO ACCEPT CUSTODY OF THE CHI LD.

§ 2503. HEARI NG

(A) CENERAL RULE. - - UPON PRESENTATI ON OF A PETI TI ON PREPARED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 2501 ( RELATI NG TO RELI NQUI SHVENT TO ACENCY)
OR SECTI ON 2502 ( RELATI NG TO RELI NQUI SHVENT TO ADULT | NTENDI NG
TO ADOPT CHI LD), THE COURT SHALL FI X A TI ME FOR HEARI NG WHI CH
SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN TEN DAYS AFTER FI LI NG OF THE PETI Tl ON.
THE PETI TI ONER MUST APPEAR AT THE HEARI NG

(B) NOTICE. --NOTI CE TO THE PETI TI ONER SHALL BE I N THE FORM
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON 2513(B) (RELATI NG TO HEARI NG . NOTI CE OF THE
HEARI NG SHALL BE G VEN TO THE OTHER PARENT AND TO THE PARENTS OR
GUARDI AN OF A PETI TI ONER WHO HAS NOT REACHED 18 YEARS OF AGE.

(© DECREE. -- AFTER HEARI NG WH CH SHALL BE PRI VATE, THE
COURT MAY ENTER A DECREE OF TERM NATI ON OF PARENTAL RI GHTS I N
THE CASE OF THEI R RELI NQUI SHVENT TO AN ADULT OR A DECREE OF
TERM NATI ON OF PARENTAL RI GHTS AND DUTI ES, | NCLUDI NG THE
OBLI GATI ON OF SUPPORT, I N THE CASE OF THElI R RELI NQUI SHVENT TO AN
AGENCY.

SUBCHAPTER B
I NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON
SEC.
2511. GROUNDS FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON.

19790H0213B3422 - 28 -
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2512. PETITI ON FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON.
2513. HEARI NG
§ 2511. GROUNDS FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON.

(A) CENERAL RULE.--THE RI GATS OF A PARENT | N REGARD TO A
CH LD MAY BE TERM NATED AFTER A PETI TI ON FI LED ON ANY OF THE
FOLLOW NG GROUNDS:

(1) THE PARENT BY CONDUCT CONTI NUI NG FOR A PERI GD OF AT

LEAST SI X MONTHS ElI THER HAS EVI DENCED A SETTLED PURPOSE OF

RELI NQUI SHI NG PARENTAL CLAIM TO A CH LD OR HAS REFUSED OR

FAI LED TO PERFORM PARENTAL DUTI ES.

(2) THE REPEATED AND CONTI NUED | NCAPACI TY, ABUSE,

NEGLECT OR REFUSAL OF THE PARENT HAS CAUSED THE CHI LD TO BE

W THOUT ESSENTI AL PARENTAL CARE, CONTRCL OR SUBSI STENCE

NECESSARY FOR HI S PHYSI CAL OR MENTAL WELL- BEI NG AND THE

CONDI TI ONS AND CAUSES OF THE | NCAPACI TY, ABUSE, NEGLECT OR

REFUSAL CANNOT OR WLL NOTI' BE REMEDI ED BY THE PARENT.

(3) THE PARENT IS THE PRESUMPTI VE BUT NOT THE NATURAL

FATHER OF THE CHI LD.

(4) THE CH LD IS IN THE CUSTODY OF AN AGENCY, HAVI NG

BEEN FOUND UNDER SUCH Cl RCUMSTANCES THAT THE | DENTITY OR

WHEREABOQUTS OF THE PARENT IS UNKNOWN AND CANNCT BE

ASCERTAI NED BY DI LI GENT SEARCH AND THE PARENT DCES NOT CLAI M

THE CH LD WTH N THREE MONTHS AFTER THE CHI LD | S FOUND.

(5) THE CH LD HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM THE CARE OF THE

PARENT BY THE COURT OR UNDER A VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT W TH AN

AGENCY FOR A PERI GD OF AT LEAST SI X MONTHS, THE CONDI TI ONS

VWH CH LED TO THE REMOVAL OR PLACEMENT OF THE CHI LD CONTI NUE

TO EXI ST, THE PARENT CANNOT OR W LL NOT' REMEDY THOSE

CONDI TI ONS W THI N A REASONABLE PERI CD OF TI ME, THE SERVI CES

OR ASS| STANCE REASONABLY AVAI LABLE TO THE PARENT ARE NOT

19790H0213B3422 - 29 -
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LI KELY TO REMEDY THE CONDI TI ONS WHI CH LED TO THE REMOVAL OR

PLACEMENT OF THE CHI LD W THIN A REASONABLE PERI OD OF TI ME AND

TERM NATI ON OF THE PARENTAL RI GHTS WOULD BEST SERVE THE NEEDS

AND VELFARE OF THE CHI LD.

(B) OTHER CONSI DERATI ONS. - - THE COURT | N TERM NATI NG THE
RI GHTS OF A PARENT SHALL G VE PRI MARY CONS| DERATI ON TO THE NEEDS
AND VELFARE OF THE CHILD. THE RI GHTS OF A PARENT SHALL NOT BE
TERM NATED SOLELY ON THE BASI'S OF ENVI RONVENTAL FACTORS SUCH AS
| NADEQUATE HOUSI NG, FURNI SHI NGS, | NCOVE, CLOTHI NG AND MEDI CAL
CARE | F FOUND TO BE BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE PARENT.

§ 2512. PETI TI ON FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON.

(A)  WHO MAY FILE. --A PETI TION TO TERM NATE PARENTAL RI GHTS
W TH RESPECT TO A CHI LD UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS MAY BE FI LED
BY ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) El THER PARENT WHEN TERM NATI ON |'S SOUGHT W TH
RESPECT TO THE OTHER PARENT.

(2) AN AGENCY.

(3) THE I NDI VI DUAL HAVI NG CUSTODY OR STANDI NG | N LOCO
PARENTI S TO THE CHI LD AND WHO HAS FI LED A REPORT OF | NTENTI ON
TO ADOPT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2531 ( RELATI NG TO REPORT OF
| NTENTI ON TO ADCPT) .

(B) CONTENTS. - - THE PETI TI ON SHALL SET FORTH SPECI FI CALLY
THOSE GROUNDS AND FACTS ALLEGED AS THE BASI S FOR TERM NATI NG
PARENTAL RI GHTS. THE PETI TI ON FI LED UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL
ALSO CONTAI N AN AVERVENT THAT THE PETI TI ONER W LL ASSUVE CUSTODY
OF THE CHI LD UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE CHI LD |'S ADOPTED. | F THE
PETI TIONER |'S AN AGENCY | T SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO AVER THAT AN
ADOPTI ON | S PRESENTLY CONTEMPLATED NOR THAT A PERSON W TH A
PRESENT | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT EXI STS.

(C) FATHER NOT | DENTI FI ED. -- | F THE PETI TI ON DOES NOT

19790H0213B3422 - 30 -
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| DENTI FY THE FATHER OF THE CHILD, | T SHALL STATE WHETHER A CLAI M
OF PATERNI TY HAS BEEN FI LED UNDER SECTI ON 8303 ( RELATI NG TO

CLAI M OF PATERNI TY) .

§ 2513. HEARI NG

(A) TIME --THE COURT SHALL FIX A TIME FOR HEARI NG ON A
PETI TI ON FI LED UNDER SECTI ON 2512 ( RELATI NG TO PETI TI ON FOR
| N\VOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON) WHI CH SHALL BE NOT LESS THAN TEN DAYS
AFTER FI LI NG OF THE PETI TI ON.

(B) NOTICE. -- AT LEAST TEN DAYS NOTI CE SHALL BE G VEN TO THE
PARENT OR PARENTS, PUTATIVE PARENT, OR PARENT OF A M NOR PARENT
WHOSE RI GHTS ARE TO BE TERM NATED, BY REG STERED MAIL TO H'S OR
THEI R LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OR BY SUCH OTHER MEANS AS THE COURT MAY
REQUI RE. A PUTATI VE PARENT SHALL | NCLUDE ONE WHO HAS FILED A
CLAI M OF PATERNI TY AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON 8303 ( RELATI NG TO
CLAI M OF PATERNI TY) PRI OR TO THE | NSTI TUTI ON OF PROCEEDI NGS. THE
NOTI CE SHALL STATE THE FOLLOW NG

"A PETI TI ON HAS BEEN FI LED ASKI NG THE COURT TO PUT AN END

TO ALL RI GHTS YOU HAVE TO YOUR CHI LD (1 NSERT NAME OF CHI LD).

THE COURT HAS SET A HEARI NG TO CONSI DER ENDI NG YOUR Rl GHTS TO

YOUR CHILD. THAT HEARI NG W LL BE HELD I N (I NSERT PLACE,

G VI NG REFERENCE TO EXACT ROOM AND BUI LDI NG NUMBER OR

DESI GNATI ON) ON (1 NSERT DATE) AT (I NSERT TIME). |F YOU DO NOT

APPEAR AT TH S HEARI NG THE COURT MAY DEC| DE THAT YOU ARE NOT

| NTERESTED | N RETAI NI NG YOUR RI GHTS TO YOUR CHI LD AND YOUR

FAI LURE TO APPEAR MAY AFFECT THE COURT' S DECI S| ON ON WHETHER

TO END YOUR RI GHTS TO YOUR CHI LD. YOU ARE WARNED THAT EVEN | F

YOU FAI L TO APPEAR AT THE SCHEDULED HEARI NG, THE HEARI NG W LL

GO ON W THOUT YOU AND YOUR RI GHTS TO YOUR CHI LD MAY BE ENDED

BY THE COURT W THOUT YOUR BEI NG PRESENT. YOU HAVE A RI GHT TO

BE REPRESENTED AT THE HEARI NG BY A LAWER. YOU SHOULD TAKE
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1 THI'S PAPER TO YOUR LAWER AT ONCE. |F YOU DO NOT HAVE A
2 LAWER OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFI CE

3 SET FORTH BELOW TO FI ND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP.

4 (NAVE) . . oo
5 (ADDRESS) . . ...
6
7 ( TELEPHONE NUMBER). . . . . "
8 (C) MOTHER COVPETENT W TNESS ON PATERNI TY | SSUE. - - THE

9 NATURAL MOTHER SHALL BE A COVPETENT W TNESS AS TO WHETHER THE

10 PRESUMPTI VE OR PUTATI VE FATHER IS THE NATURAL FATHER OF THE

11 CHI LD.

12 (D) DECREE. - - AFTER HEARI NG, WHI CH MAY BE PRI VATE, THE COURT
13 SHALL MAKE A FI NDI NG RELATI VE TO THE PERTI NENT PROVI SI ONS OF

14 SECTI ON 2511 ( RELATI NG TO GROUNDS FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON)
15 AND UPON SUCH FI NDI NG MAY ENTER A DECREE OF TERM NATI ON OF

16 PARENTAL RI GHTS.

17 SUBCHAPTER C
18 DECREE OF TERM NATI ON
19 SEC.

20 2521. EFFECT OF DECREE OF TERM NATI ON.

21 § 2521. EFFECT OF DECREE COF TERM NATI ON.

22 (A) ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NG RI GHTS EXTI NGUI SHED. - - A DECREE

23 TERM NATI NG ALL RIGHTS OF A PARENT OR A DECREE TERM NATI NG ALL
24 RIGHTS AND DUTI ES OF A PARENT ENTERED BY A COURT OF COVPETENT
25 JURI SDI CTI ON SHALL EXTI NGUI SH THE POAER OR THE RI GHT OF THE

26 PARENT TO OBJECT TO OR RECEI VE NOTI CE OF ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NGS.
27 (B) AWARD OF CUSTODY. -- THE DECREE SHALL AWARD CUSTODY OF THE
28 CH LD TO THE AGENCY OR THE PERSON CONSENTI NG TO ACCEPT CUSTODY
29 UNDER SECTI ON 2501 ( RELATI NG TO RELI NQUI SHVENT TO AGENCY) OR
30 SECTION 2502 ( RELATI NG TO RELI NQUI SHVENT TO ADULT | NTENDI NG TO
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ADOPT CHILD) OR THE PETI TIONER I N THE CASE OF A PROCEEDI NG UNDER
SECTI ON 2512 (RELATI NG TO PETI TI ON FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON) .
(© AUTHORI TY OF AGENCY OR PERSON RECEI VI NG CUSTQODY. - - AN

AGENCY OR PERSON RECEI VI NG CUSTODY OF A CH LD SHALL STAND | N
LOCO PARENTIS TO THE CH LD AND I N SUCH CAPACI TY SHALL HAVE THE
AUTHORI TY, | NTER ALI A, TO CONSENT TO MARRI AGE, TO ENLI STMENT I N
THE ARVED FORCES AND TO MAJOR MEDI CAL, PSYCHI ATRI C AND SURG CAL
TREATMENT AND TO EXERCI SE SUCH OTHER AUTHORI TY CONCERNI NG THE
CH LD AS A NATURAL PARENT COULD EXERCI SE.

SUBCHAPTER D

REPORTS AND | NVESTI GATI ON

SEC.
2531. REPORT OF | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT.
2532. FILING OF REPORT.
2533. REPORT OF | NTERMEDI ARY.
2534. EXH BI TS
2535. | NVESTI GATI ON.
§ 2531. REPORT OF | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT.

(A) CENERAL RULE. - - EVERY PERSON NOW HAVI NG OR HEREAFTER
RECEI VI NG OR RETAI NI NG CUSTODY OR PHYSI CAL CARE OF ANY CHI LD FOR
THE PURPOSE OR W TH THE | NTENTI ON OF ADOPTI NG A CH LD UNDER THE
AGE OF 18 YEARS SHALL REPCRT TO THE COURT | N VWH CH THE PETI Tl ON
FOR ADOPTI ON W LL BE FI LED.

(B) CONTENTS. - - THE REPORT SHALL SET FORTH:

(1) THE Cl RCUMSTANCES SURROUNDI NG THE PERSONS RECEI VI NG

OR RETAI NI NG CUSTODY OR PHYSI CAL CARE OF THE CHI LD.

(2) THE NAME, SEX, RACI AL BACKGROUND, ACE, DATE AND

PLACE OF BI RTH AND RELI G QUS AFFI LI ATION OF THE CHI LD.

(3) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE | NTERMEDI ARY.
(4) AN | TEM ZED ACCOUNTI NG OF MONEYS AND CONSI DERATI ON
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1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

PAID OR TO BE PAID TO THE | NTERVEDI ARY.

(5) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON COR PERSONS MAKI NG

THE REPORT.

WHEN A PERSON RECEI VES OR RETAI NS CUSTCDY OR PHYSI CAL CARE OF A
CH LD FROM AN ACENCY THE REPORT SHALL SET FORTH ONLY THE NAME
AND ADDRESS OF THE AGENCY AND THE Cl RCUMSTANCES SURROUNDI NG SUCH
PERSON RECEI VI NG OR RETAI NI NG CUSTCDY OR PHYSI CAL CARE OF THE
CHI LD.

(© VHEN REPORT NOT REQUI RED. - - NO REPORT SHALL BE REQUI RED
WHEN THE CH LD IS THE CH LD, GRANDCHI LD, STEPCH LD, BROTHER OR
SI STER OF THE WHOLE OR HALF BLOOD, OR NI ECE OR NEPHEW BY BLOOD,
MARRI AGE OR ADCPTI ON OF THE PERSON RECEI VI NG OR RETAI NI NG
CUSTODY OR PHYSI CAL CARE.

§ 2532. FILING OF REPORT.

THE REPORT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2531 ( RELATI NG TO REPORT OF
I NTENTI ON TO ADOPT) SHALL BE FILED W THI N 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF RECEI PT OF THE CUSTODY OR PHYSI CAL CARE OF THE CHI LD.

§ 2533. REPORT OF | NTERMEDI ARY.

(A) CENERAL RULE.--WTHI N SI X MONTHS AFTER FI LI NG THE REPORT
OF I NTENTI ON TO ADOPT, THE | NTERMVEDI ARY WHO OR WHI CH ARRANGED
THE ADOPTI ON PLACEMENT OF ANY CHI LD UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS
SHALL MAKE A VWRI TTEN REPORT UNDER OATH TO THE COURT | N VWHI CH THE
PETI TI ON FOR ADOPTI ON W LL BE FI LED AND SHALL THEREUPON
FORTHW TH NOTI FY I N WRI TI NG THE ADCPTI NG PARENT OR PARENTS OF
THE FACT THAT THE REPORT HAS BEEN FI LED AND THE DATE THERECF.

(B) CONTENTS. - - THE REPORT SHALL SET FORTH:

(1) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE | NTERMEDI ARY.
(2) THE NAME, SEX, RACI AL BACKGROUND, ACE, DATE AND

PLACE OF BI RTH AND RELI G QUS AFFI LI ATION OF THE CHI LD.

(3) THE DATE OF THE PLACEMENT OF THE CH LD W TH THE
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1 ADOPTI NG PARENT OR PARENTS.

2 (4) THE NAME, RACI AL BACKGROUND, AGE, MARI TAL STATUS AS
3 OF THE TIME OF BIRTH OF THE CH LD AND DURI NG ONE YEAR PRI OR
4 THERETO, AND RELI G QUS AFFI LI ATI ON OF THE PARENTS OF THE

5 CH LD.

6 (5) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF PROCEEDI NGS | N WHI CH ANY DECREE OF
7 TERM NATI ON OF PARENTAL RI GHTS, OR PARENTAL RI GHTS AND

8 DUTI ES, W TH RESPECT TO THE CHI LD WAS ENTERED

9 (6) THE RESI DENCE OF THE PARENTS OR PARENT OF THE CHI LD
10 | F THERE HAS BEEN NO SUCH DECREE OF TERM NATI ON.

11 (7) A STATEMENT THAT ALL CONSENTS REQUI RED BY SECTI ON

12 2711 (RELATI NG TO CONSENTS NECESSARY TO ADCPTI ON) ARE

13 ATTACHED AS EXH BI TS OR THE BASI S UPON WHI CH THE CONSENTS ARE
14 NOT REQUI RED

15 (8) AN | TEM ZED ACCOUNTI NG OF MONEYS AND CONSI DERATI ON
16 PAID OR TO BE PAID TO OR RECEI VED BY THE | NTERVEDI ARY OR TO
17 OR BY ANY OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS TO THE KNOW.EDGE OF THE

18 I NTERMEDI ARY BY REASON OF THE ADOPTI ON PLACEMENT.

19 (9) A FULL DESCRI PTI ON AND STATEMENT OF THE VALUE OF ALL
20 PROPERTY OWNED OR POSSESSED BY THE CHI LD.
21 (10) A STATEMENT THAT NO PROVI SI ON OF ANY STATUTE
22 REGULATI NG THE | NTERSTATE PLACEMENT OF CHI LDREN HAS BEEN
23 VI OLATED W TH RESPECT TO THE PLACEMENT OF THE CHI LD
24 (11) | F NO BI RTH CERTI FI CATE OR CERTI FI CATI ON OF
25 REG STRATI ON OF Bl RTH CAN BE OBTAI NED, A STATEMENT OF THE
26 REASON THEREFOR.
27 § 2534. EXH BITS.
28 THE REPORT OF THE | NTERVEDI ARY SHALL HAVE ATTACHED TO I'T THE
29 FOLLON NG EXHI BI TS:
30 (1) A BI RTH CERTI FI CATE OR CERTI FI CATI ON OF REGQ STRATI ON
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OF BIRTH OF THE CH LD I F I'T CAN BE OBTAI NED.
(2) ALL CONSENTS TO ADOPTI ON REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2711
( RELATI NG TO CONSENTS NECESSARY TO ADOPTI ON) .
(3) A CERTIFIED COPY OF ANY DECREE OF TERM NATI ON OF
PARENTAL RI GHTS OR PARENTAL RI GHTS AND DUTI ES MADE BY A COURT
OTHER THAN THE COURT | N VWH CH THE PETI TI ON FOR ADOPTI ON W LL
BE FI LED.
§ 2535. | NVESTI GATI ON.

(A) CENERAL RULE. --WHEN A REPORT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2531
( RELATI NG TO REPORT OF | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT) HAS BEEN FI LED, THE
COURT SHALL CAUSE AN | NVESTI GATI ON TO BE MADE AND A REPORT FI LED
BY A LOCAL PUBLI C CH LD CARE AGENCY, A VOLUNTARY CH LD CARE
AGENCY W TH I TS CONSENT OR AN APPROPRI ATE PERSON DESI GNATED BY
THE COURT. | N LIEU OF THE | NVESTI GATI ON, THE COURT NMAY ACCEPT AN
I NVESTI GATI ON MADE BY THE AGENCY WHI CH PLACED THE CHI LD AND THE
REPORT OF | NVESTI GATI ON I N SUCH CASES MAY BE | NCORPORATED | NTO
THE REPORT OF THE | NTERMEDI ARY REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2533
( RELATI NG TO REPORT OF | NTERMEDI ARY) .

(B) MATTERS COVERED. - - THE | NVESTI GATI ON SHALL COVER ALL
PERTI NENT | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE CHI LD S ELIG BILITY FOR
ADOPTI ON AND THE SUI TABI LI TY OF THE PLACEMENT, | NCLUDI NG THE
PHYSI CAL, MENTAL AND EMOTI ONAL NEEDS AND WELFARE OF THE CHI LD,
AND THE CH LD S AND THE ADOPTI NG PARENTS' AGE, SEX, HEALTH AND
RACI AL, ETHNI C AND RELI G OQUS BACKGROUND.

(© PAYMENT OF COSTS. -- THE COURT MAY ESTABLI SH THE PROCEDURE
FOR THE PAYMENT OF | NVESTI GATI ON COSTS.

CHAPTER 27
PETI TI ON FOR ADGCPTI ON

SUBCHAPTER

A.  PETITION
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1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

SEC.

2701.
2702.
§ 2701.

CONSENTS
HEARI NGS
SUBCHAPTER A
PETI TlI ON

CONTENTS OF PETI TI ON FOR ADGCPTI ON.
EXH BI TS.
CONTENTS OF PETI TI ON FOR ADGCPTI ON.

A PETI TI ON FOR ADOPTI ON SHALL SET FORTH:

(1) THE FULL NAME, RESIDENCE, MARI TAL STATUS, AGE,

OCCUPATI ON, RELI G OQUS AFFI LI ATI ON AND RACI AL BACKGROUND OF

THE ADOPTI NG PARENT OR PARENTS AND THEI R RELATIONSHI P, | F

ANY, TO THE ADOPTEE.

(2) THAT THE REPORTS UNDER SECTI ONS 2531 ( RELATI NG TO

REPORT OF | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT) AND 2533 ( RELATI NG TO REPORT OF

| NTERVEDI ARY) HAVE BEEN FI LED, | F REQUI RED.

(3) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE | NTERVEDI ARY, | F ANY.
(4) THE FULL NAME OF THE ADOPTEE AND THE FACT AND LENGTH

OF TI ME OF THE RESI DENCE OF THE ADOPTEE W TH THE ADOPTI NG

PARENT OR PARENTS.

(5 |IF THERE IS NO | NTERVEDI ARY OR | F NO REPORT OF THE

| NTERMVEDI ARY HAS BEEN FI LED OR | F THE ADOPTEE IS OVER THE AGE

OF 18 YEARS, ALL VI TAL STATI STI CS AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON

ENUMERATED AND REQUI RED TO BE STATED OF RECORD BY SECTI ON

2533, SO FAR AS APPLI CABLE.

(6) |IF A CHANGE I N NAME OF THE ADOPTEE | S DESI RED, THE

NEW NAME.

(7) THAT ALL CONSENTS REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 2711 ( RELATI NG

TO CONSENTS NECESSARY TO ADOPTI ON) ARE ATTACHED AS EXHI BI TS

OR THE BASI S UPON WHI CH SUCH CONSENTS ARE NOT REQUI RED.
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§ 2702.

2711.

2712.

2713.

2714.

§ 2711.
(A)

PART, CONSENT TO AN ADOPTI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED OF THE FOLLOW NG

(8) THAT IT IS THE DESIRE OF THE PETI TI ONER OR THE

PETI TI ONERS THAT THE RELATI ONSHI P OF PARENT AND CHI LD BE
ESTABLI SHED BETWEEN THE PETI TI ONER OR PETI TI ONERS AND THE
ADOPTEE.

(9) | F NO BI RTH CERTI FI CATE OR CERTI FI CATI ON OF

REG STRATI ON OF Bl RTH CAN BE OBTAI NED, A STATEMENT OF THE
REASON THEREFOR AND AN ALLEGATI ON OF THE EFFORTS MADE TO
OBTAI N THE CERTI FI CATE WTH A REQUEST THAT THE COURT

ESTABLI SH A DATE AND PLACE OF Bl RTH AT THE ADOPTI ON HEARI NG
ON THE BASI S OF THE EVI DENCE PRESENTED.

EXH BI TS.

THE PETI TI ON SHALL HAVE ATTACHED TO I T THE FOLLOW NG
EXH BI TS:

(1) THE CONSENT OR CONSENTS REQUI RED BY SECTION 2711

( RELATI NG TO CONSENTS NECESSARY TO ADOPTI ON) .

(2) | F NOT ALREADY FI LED WTH A REPORT CF AN

| NTERMEDI ARY, THE EXHI BI TS ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON 2534
( RELATI NG TO EXHI BITS) .

SUBCHAPTER B
CONSENTS

CONSENTS NECESSARY TO ADCPTI ON.
CONSENTS NOT' NAM NG ADCPTI NG PARENTS.
WHEN OTHER CONSENTS NOT REQUI RED.
WHEN CONSENT OF PARENT NOT REQUI RED.
CONSENTS NECESSARY TO ADCPTI ON.
GENERAL RULE. - - EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED IN THI S

(1) THE ADOPTEE, |IF OVER 12 YEARS OF AGE.
(2) THE SPOUSE OF THE ADOPTI NG PARENT, UNLESS THEY JO N
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I N THE ADOPTI ON PETI Tl ON.
(3) THE PARENTS OR SURVI VI NG PARENT CF AN ADOPTEE WHO
HAS NOT REACHED THE AGE OF 18 YEARS.
(4) THE GUARDI AN OF AN | NCOVPETENT ADOPTEE.
(5) THE GUARDI AN OF THE PERSON OF AN ADCPTEE UNDER THE
AGE OF 18 YEARS, |IF ANY THERE BE, OR OF THE PERSON OR PERSONS
HAVI NG THE CUSTODY OF THE ADOPTEE, | F ANY SUCH PERSON CAN BE
FOUND, WHENEVER THE ADOPTEE HAS NO PARENT WHOSE CONSENT | S
REQUI RED.
(B) HUSBAND OF NATURAL MOTHER. - - THE CONSENT OF THE HUSBAND
OF THE MOTHER SHALL NOT BE NECESSARY | F, AFTER NOTI CE TO THE
HUSBAND, | T IS PROVED TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE COURT BY
EVI DENCE, | NCLUDI NG TESTI MONY OF THE NATURAL MOTHER, THAT THE
HUSBAND OF THE NATURAL MOTHER |'S NOT' THE NATURAL FATHER OF THE
CHI LD. ABSENT SUCH PROOF, THE CONSENT OF A FORMER HUSBAND OF THE
NATURAL MOTHER SHALL BE REQUI RED | F HE WAS THE HUSBAND OF THE
NATURAL MOTHER AT ANY TIME WTH N ONE YEAR PRI OR TO THE BI RTH OF
THE ADOPTEE.
§ 2712. CONSENTS NOT NAM NG ADCPTI NG PARENTS.
A CONSENT TO A PROPOSED ADGCPTI ON MEETI NG ALL THE REQUI REMENTS
OF TH S PART BUT VWH CH DCES NOT NAME OR OTHERW SE | DENTI FY THE
ADOPTI NG PARENT OR PARENTS SHALL BE VALID I F I T CONTAINS A
STATEMENT THAT I T I'S VOLUNTARI LY EXECUTED W THOUT DI SCLOSURE OF
THE NAME OR OTHER | DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE ADOPTI NG PARENT OR
PARENTS.
§ 2713. WHEN OTHER CONSENTS NOT REQUI RED.
THE COURT, IN ITS DI SCRETI ON, MAY DI SPENSE W TH CONSENTS
OTHER THAN THAT OF THE ADOPTEE TO A PETI TI ON FOR ADGOPTI ON WHEN:
(1) THE ADOPTEE IS OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE; OR
(2) THE ADOPTEE | S UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE AND HAS NO

19790H0213B3422 - 39 -



PARENT LI VI NG WHOSE CONSENT | S REQUI RED.
§ 2714. WHEN CONSENT OF PARENT NOT REQUI RED

CONSENT OF A PARENT TO ADOPTI ON SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED I F A
DECREE OF TERM NATI ON W TH REGARD TO SUCH PARENT HAS BEEN
ENTERED. WHEN PARENTAL RI GHTS HAVE NOT PREVI OQUSLY BEEN
TERM NATED, THE COURT MAY FI ND THAT CONSENT OF A PARENT OF THE
ADOPTEE IS NOT' REQUI RED | F, AFTER NOTI CE AND HEARI NG AS
PRESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 2513 ( RELATI NG TO HEARI NG, THE COURT
FI NDS THAT GROUNDS EXI ST FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON UNDER
SECTI ON 2511 ( RELATI NG TO GROUNDS FOR | NVOLUNTARY TERM NATI ON) .

SUBCHAPTER C
HEARI NGS

SEC.
2721. NOTI CE OF HEARI NG
2722. PLACE OF HEARI NG
2723. ATTENDANCE AT HEARI NG
2724. TESTI MONY AND | NVESTI GATI ON.
2725. RELI G OQUS BELI EF.
§ 2721. NOTI CE OF HEARI NG

THE COURT SHALL FI X A TI ME AND PLACE FOR HEARI NG NOTI CE OF
THE HEARI NG SHALL BE G VEN TO ALL PERSONS VWHOSE CONSENTS ARE
REQUI RED AND TO SUCH OTHER PERSONS AS THE COURT SHALL DI RECT.
NOTlI CE TO THE PARENT OR PARENTS OF THE ADOPTEE, |F REQUI RED, MNAY
BE G VEN BY THE | NTERMEDI ARY OR SOMVEONE ACTI NG ON H S BEHALF
NOTlI CE SHALL BE BY PERSONAL SERVI CE OR BY REGQ STERED MAIL TO THE
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OF THE PERSON TO BE NOTI FI ED OR | N SUCH OTHER
MANNER AS THE COURT SHALL DI RECT.
§ 2722. PLACE OF HEARI NG

THE HEARI NG SHALL BE PRI VATE OR I N OPEN COURT AS THE COURT
DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.
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§ 2723. ATTENDANCE AT HEARI NG

THE ADOPTI NG PARENT OR PARENTS AND THE ADOPTEE MJUST APPEAR AT
AND, | F REQUI RED, TESTIFY AT THE HEARI NG UNDER OATH UNLESS THE
COURT DETERM NES THEI R PRESENCE | S UNNECESSARY. | N ADDI TI ON, THE
COURT MAY REQUI RE THE APPEARANCE AND TESTI MONY OF ALL PERSONS
WHOSE CONSENTS ARE REQUI RED BY THI S PART AND REPRESENTATI VES OF
AGENCI ES OR | NDI VI DUALS WHO HAVE ACTED AS AN | NTERVEDI ARY | F
THEI R APPEARANCE OR TESTI MONY WOULD BE NECESSARY OR HELPFUL TO
THE COURT.

§ 2724. TESTI MONY AND | NVESTI GATI ON.

(A) TESTI MONY. - - THE COURT SHALL HEAR TESTI MONY | N SUPPORT OF
THE PETI TI ON AND SUCH ADDI TI ONAL TESTI MONY AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY
TO INFORM I T AS TO THE DESI RABI LI TY OF THE PROPCSED ADOPTION. | T
SHALL REQUI RE A DI SCLOSURE OF ALL MONEYS AND CONSI DERATI ON PAI D
OR TO BE PAI D TO ANY PERSON OR | NSTI TUTI ON | N CONNECTI ON W TH
THE ADOPTI ON

(B) I NVESTI GATI ON. - - THE COURT MAY REQUEST THAT AN
I NVESTI GATI ON BE MADE BY A PERSON OR PUBLI C AGENCY OR, WTH I TS
CONSENT, A VOLUNTARY AGENCY, SPECI FI CALLY DESI GNATED BY THE
COURT TO VERI FY THE STATEMENTS OF THE PETI TI ON AND SUCH OTHER
FACTS THAT WLL G VE THE COURT FULL KNOALEDGE OF THE
DESI RABI LI TY OF THE PROPOSED ADOPTI ON, OR THE COURT MAY RELY IN
WHOLE OR I N PART UPON A REPCRT EARLI ER MADE UNDER SECTI ON 2535
( RELATI NG TO I NVESTI GATI ON). I N ANY CASE, THE AGE, SEX, HEALTH,
SOCI AL AND ECONOM C STATUS OR RACI AL, ETHNIC OR RELI @ QUS
BACKGROUND OF THE CHI LD OR ADOPTI NG PARENTS SHALL NOT PRECLUDE
AN ADCPTI ON BUT THE COURT SHALL DECI DE I TS DESI RABI LI TY ON THE
BASI S OF THE PHYSI CAL, MENTAL AND EMOTI ONAL NEEDS AND VELFARE OF
THE CHI LD

(© PAYMENT OF | NVESTI GATI ON COSTS. - - THE COURT MAY ESTABLI SH
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A PROCEDURE FOR THE PAYMENT OF | NVESTI GATI ON COSTS BY THE
PETI TI ONERS OR BY SUCH OTHER PERSONS AS THE COURT MAY DI RECT.
§ 2725. RELIG QUS BELI EF.
WHENEVER PGSSI BLE, THE ADCPTI NG PARENTS SHALL BE OF THE SAME

1

2

3

4

5 RELIG OUS FAITH AS THE NATURAL PARENTS OF THE ADOPTEE. NO PERSON
6 SHALL BE DEN ED THE BENEFI TS OF THI S PART BECAUSE OF A RELI A OQUS
7 BELIEF IN THE USE OF SPI Rl TUAL MEANS OR PRAYER FOR HEALI NG

8 CHAPTER 29

9 DECREES AND RECORDS

10 SEC

11 2901. TIME OF ENTRY OF DECREE OF ADOPTI ON.

12 2902. REQUI REMENTS AND FORM OF DECREE OF ADOPTI ON.

13 2903. RETENTI ON OF PARENTAL STATUS.

14 2904. NAME OF ADOPTEE.

15 2905. | MPOUNDI NG OF PROCEEDI NGS.

16 2906. DOCKET ENTRI ES.

17 2907. CERTI FI CATE OF ADCPTI ON.

18 2908. FORElI GN DECREE OF ADOPTI ON.

19 § 2901. TIME OF ENTRY OF DECREE OF ADOPTI ON.
20 UNLESS THE COURT FOR CAUSE SHOWN DETERM NES OTHERW SE, NO
21 DECREE OF ADOPTI ON SHALL BE ENTERED UNLESS THE ADOPTEE HAS
22 RESIDED WTH THE PETI TI ONER FOR AT LEAST SI X MONTHS PRI OR
23 THERETO OR, IN LI EU OF SUCH RESI DENCE, THE ADOPTEE | S AT LEAST
24 18 YEARS OF AGE OR | S RELATED BY BLOOD OR MARRI AGE TO THE
25 PETI TI ONER
26 § 2902. REQUI REMENTS AND FORM OF DECREE OF ADOPTI ON.
27 (A) GENERAL RULE. --1F SATI SFI ED THAT THE STATEMENTS MADE | N
28 THE PETI TION ARE TRUE, THAT THE NEEDS AND WELFARE OF THE PERSON
29 PROPOSED TO BE ADOPTED W LL BE PROMOTED BY THE ADOPTI ON AND THAT
30 ALL REQUI REMENTS OF TH S PART HAVE BEEN MET, THE COURT SHALL
19790H0213B3422 - 42 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

ENTER A DECREE SO FI NDI NG AND DI RECTI NG THAT THE PERSON PROPOSED
TO BE ADOPTED SHALL HAVE ALL THE RIGHTS OF A CH LD AND HEI R OF
THE ADOPTI NG PARENT COR PARENTS AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE
DUTIES OF A CH LD TO HM OR THEM

(B) WTHDRAWAL OR DI SM SSAL OF PETITION. --1 N ANY CASE I N
VWH CH THE PETITION I S W THDRAWN OR DI SM SSED, THE COURT SHALL
ENTER AN APPROPRI ATE ORDER | N REGARD TO THE CUSTODY OF THE
CHI LD.

§ 2903. RETENTI ON OF PARENTAL STATUS.

WHENEVER A PARENT CONSENTS TO THE ADOPTION OF HI S CH LD BY
H S SPOUSE, THE PARENT- CH LD RELATI ONSH P BETWEEN H M AND HI S
CH LD SHALL REMAIN WHETHER OR NOT HE IS ONE OF THE PETI TI ONERS
I N THE ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NG
§ 2904. NAME OF ADOPTEE.

| F REQUESTED BY THE PETI TI ONERS, THE DECREE MAY PROVI DE THAT
THE ADOPTEE SHALL ASSUME THE NAME OF THE ADOPTI NG PARENT OR
PARENTS AND ANY G VEN FI RST OR M DDLE NAMES THAT MAY BE CHOSEN.
§ 2905. | MPOUNDI NG OF PROCEEDI NGS.

ALL PETITIONS, EXH BI TS, REPORTS, NOTES OF TESTI MONY,
DECREES, AND OTHER PAPERS PERTAI NI NG TO ANY PROCEEDI NG UNDER
TH' 'S PART OR FORMER STATUTES RELATI NG TO ADOPTI ON SHALL BE KEPT
IN THE FILES OF THE COURT AS A PERVANENT RECORD THEREOF AND
W THHELD FROM | NSPECTI ON EXCEPT ON AN CORDER OF COURT GRANTED
UPON CAUSE SHOWN. ANY REPORT REQUI RED TO BE FI LED UNDER SECTI ONS
2531 (RELATI NG TO REPORT OF | NTENTI ON TO ADOPT) AND 2535
( RELATI NG TO | NVESTI GATI ON) SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO PARTI ES
TO AN ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NG ONLY AFTER ALL | DENTI FYI NG NAMES AND
ADDRESSES | N THE REPORT HAVE BEEN EXTI RPATED BY THE COURT.

§ 2906. DOCKET ENTRI ES.
UPON THE FI LI NG OF ANY DECREE UNDER THI S PART, THE CLERK
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SHALL ENTER ON THE DOCKET AN ENTRY SHOW NG THE DATE OF THE
DECREE. | NFORVATI ON | DENTI FYI NG THE NATURAL PARENTS SHALL NOT BE
ENTERED ON THE DOCKET.

§ 2907. CERTI FI CATE OF ADOPTI ON.

THE CLERK SHALL | SSUE TO THE ADOCPTI NG PARENT OR PARENTS A
CERTI FI CATE RECI TI NG THAT THE COURT HAS GRANTED THE ADOPTI ON.
THE CERTI FI CATE SHALL NOT DI SCLOSE THE NAME OF ANY NATURAL
PARENT OR THE ORI G NAL NAME OF THE PERSON ADOPTED. THE
CERTI FI CATE SHALL BE ACCEPTED I N ANY LEGAL PROCEEDI NGS IN THI S
COMONVEALTH AS EVI DENCE OF THE FACT THAT THE ADCPTI ON HAS BEEN
GRANTED.

§ 2908. FOREI GN DECREE COF ADOPTI ON.

WHEN A DECREE OF ADOPTION OF A M NOR IS MADE OR ENTERED I N
CONFORM TY W TH THE LAWS OF ANOTHER STATE OR A FOREI GN COUNTRY
WHEREBY A CHI LD | S ADOPTED BY A RESI DENT OF THI S COVWONWEALTH, A
COPY OF THE FI NAL DECREE, PROPERLY AUTHENTI CATED, MAY BE FI LED
WTH THE CLERK I N THE COUNTY OF RESI DENCE OF THE ADOPTI NG
PARENTS. THE DECREE AND SUCH OTHER DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE FI LED
THEREW TH SHALL BE KEPT IN THE FI LES OF THE COURT AS A PERMANENT
RECORD THERECF AND SHALL BE W THHELD FROM | NSPECTI ON EXCEPT ON
ORDER OF COURT GRANTED UPON CAUSE SHOWN. UPON THE FI LI NG OF A
FOREI GN DECREE OF ADOPTI ON, THE CLERK SHALL ENTER UPON THE
DOCKET AN ENTRY SHOW NG THE FOREI GN COURT, | DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE
PROCEEDI NGS THEREI N AND THE DATE OF THE DECREE. | NFORVATI ON
| DENTI FYI NG THE NATURAL PARENTS SHALL NOT' BE REQUI RED.

PART | X
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
CHAPTER
83. LEGQ TI MACY OF CHI LDREN
CHAPTER 83
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LEG TI MACY OF CHI LDREN

SEC.
8302. ACKNOALEDGVENT OF PATERNITY.
8303. CLAIM OF PATERNITY.
§ 8302. ACKNOWNEDGVENT COF PATERNI TY.

THE FATHER OF A CHI LD BORN TO AN UNVARRI ED WOVAN MAY FI LE
W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ON FORMS PRESCRI BED BY | T AN
ACKNOWLEDGVENT OF PATERNI TY OF THE CH LD WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE THE
CONSENT UNDER OATH OF THE MOTHER OF THE CHI LD. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL, UPON RECEI PT OF THE ACKNOALEDGVENT, PROCEED AS PROVI DED
I N SECTI ON 603(A) OF THE ACT OF JUNE 29, 1953 (P.L.304, NO 66),
KNOWN AS THE "VI TAL STATI STI CS LAW OF 1953," AND THE FATHER
SHALL HAVE ALL THE RI GHTS AND DUTI ES AS TO THE CH LD WHI CH HE
WOULD HAVE HAD | F HE HAD BEEN MARRI ED TO THE MOTHER AT THE TI ME
OF THE CH LD S BI RTH AND THE CHI LD SHALL HAVE ALL THE RI GHTS AND
DUTI ES AS TO THE FATHER WH CH HE WOULD HAVE HAD | F THE FATHER
HAD BEEN MARRI ED TO THE MOTHER AT THE TIME OF H' S BI RTH THE
ACKNOW.EDGVENT MAY ALSO PROVI DE FOR THE ASSUMPTI ON BY THE CHI LD
OF THE FATHER S SURNAME OR OTHER NAME DESI RED BY THE PARENTS.
§ 8303. CLAIM CF PATERNITY.

I F THE MOTHER OF THE CHI LD FAILS OR REFUSES TO JO N IN THE
ACKNOW.EDGVENT OF PATERNI TY PROVI DED FOR | N SECTI ON 8302
( RELATI NG TO ACKNOALEDGVENT OF PATERNI TY), THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH SHALL INDEX I T AS A CLAIM OF PATERNI TY. THE FI LI NG AND
I NDEXI NG OF A CLAIM OF PATERNI TY SHALL NOT CONFER UPON THE
PUTATI VE FATHER ANY RI GHTS AS TO THE CHI LD EXCEPT THAT THE
PUTATI VE FATHER SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO NOTI CE OF ANY PROCEEDI NG
BROUGHT TO TERM NATE ANY PARENTAL RI GHTS AS TO THE CHI LD.

SECTION 2. THE FOLLOW NG ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS ARE
REPEALED:
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ACT OF JULY 9, 1935 (P.L.612, NO 214), ENTITLED "AN ACT
VALI DATI NG ADOPTI ONS | N COURTS OF RECORD OF THE COMMONVEALTH. ™

SECTI ON 4, ACT OF JULY 30, 1947 (P.L.1180, NO 491), ENTITLED
“"AN ACT TO FURTHER AMEND THE ACT, APPROVED THE FOURTH DAY OF
APRI L, ONE THOUSAND NI NE HUNDRED TWENTY- FI VE ( PAMPHLET LAWS
127), ENTITLED ' AN ACT RELATI NG TO ADOPTI ON,' FURTHER PROVI DI NG
FOR THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NGS, THE CONTENTS OF
PETI TI ONS, NECESSARY CONSENTS, HEARI NGS AND DECREES; AND
VAL| DATI NG CERTAI' N ADCPTI ONS. "

SECTI ON 6, ACT OF AUGUST 26, 1953 (P.L.1411, NO. 400),

ENTI TLED "AN ACT TO FURTHER AMEND THE ACT, APPROVED THE FOURTH
DAY OF APRI L, ONE THOUSAND NI NE HUNDRED TWENTY- FlI VE ( PAMPHLET
LAWS 127), ENTITLED ' AN ACT RELATI NG TO ADOPTI ON,' BY DEFI NI NG
CERTAI N TERMS; | MPCSI NG PONERS AND DUTI ES ON THE DEPARTMENT OF
VELFARE; PROVI DI NG FOR APPEALS; REQUI RI NG REPORTS CONCERNI NG
RECEI VI NG CH LDREN FOR ADOPTI ON AND | NVESTI GATI ON THEREGF;
CHANG NG CONTENTS OF PETI TI ON FOR ADCPTI ON; PROVI DI NG PROCEDURE
FOR THE VOLUNTARY RELI NQUI SHVENT OF AND FOR THE FI NDI NG OF
ABANDONMVENT OF CERTAI'N CHI LDREN; ELI M NATI NG CERTAI N CONSENTS TO
ADOPTI ON; AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR HEARI NGS AND | NVESTI GATORY
PONERS OF THE COURT. "

ACT OF JULY 24, 1970 (P.L.620, NO 208), KNOMW AS THE
" ADOPTI ON ACT. "

SECTION 3. TH S ACT SHALL APPLY TO ALL PRCOCEEDI NGS BEGUN
AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT. PROCEEDI NGS | N PROGRESS
AND NOT' COVPLETED BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT MAY BE
AMENDED W TH LEAVE OF COURT AFTER JANUARY 1, 1981 TO CONFORM TO
TH S ACT; OTHERW SE, THE PROCEEDI NGS SHALL BE CARRI ED TO THEI R
CONCLUSI ON UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 24, 1970 (P.L.620, NO. 208),
KNOWN AS THE " ADOPTI ON ACT. "
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1 SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 1981.
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