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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2446 5%

| NTRODUCED BY DAVI ES, GALLAGHER, M LLER, ARMSTRONG
W D. HUTCH NSON, PANCOAST, NOYE, GALLEN, FISCHER, WLT,
KLI NGAMAN, GARZI A, D. R WRIGHT, FREIND, REED, M LLI RON
LI VENGOOD, E. Z. TAYLOR AND SI RIANNI, APRIL 19, 1978

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 19, 1978
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," establishing procedures for
eval uati on of educational prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the "Public School Code of 1949," is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 1547. Procedures for Eval uati on of Educati onal

Pr ogr ans. - -

(a) The State board shall establish and nmi ntain such

eval uati on procedures as nmay be necessary to nonitor the

effecti veness of educati onal prograns provided by each school

district within this Commonweal th. The eval uati on procedure

shal |l provide for neasurenent of the achi evenent and perfor mance

of students in all educational prograns conprising the
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curricul a.

(b)Y The departnent and the | ocal school districts shal

devel op, in accordance with the standards of the State board, a

Statewi de testing programwhich will neasure the acquired basic

educational skills at grade | evels five, eight and el even. The

test shall be adm ni stered on the sane day throughout the

Commpnweal th. The program for testing shall be inpl enented over

a four-year period with each additi onal year requiring an

i ncreased nmastery | evel of basic educational skills.

(c) (1) The test to be adnmnistered at the fifth grade | evel

shall require that students denonstrate a mastery of reading

and nmat hemati cal conputation skills at the foll owi ng | evel s:

(i) for the first year a |level of skill equivalent to the

first grade for the school district;

(ii) for the second yvear a |level of skill equivalent to the

second grade for the school district;

(iii) for the third year a |l evel of skill equivalent to the

third grade for the school district; and

(iv) for the fourth year and each year thereafter a | evel of

skill equivalent to the fourth grade for the school district.

(2) The test to be adnministered at the eighth grade | evel

shall require that students denonstrate a mastery of reading,

mat hematics, witing, speech and |life survival requirenments at

the foll owi ng | evel s:

(i) for the first year a |level of skill equivalent to the

third grade for the school district;

(ii) for the second yvear a |level of skill equivalent to the

fourth grade for the school district;

(iii) for the third year a |level of skill equivalent to the

fifth grade for the school district; and
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(iv) for the fourth year and each year thereafter a | evel of

skill equivalent to the sixth grade for the school district.

(3) The test to be adninistered at the el eventh grade | evel

shall require that students denonstrate a mastery of reading,

mat hematics, witing, speech, |life survival requirenments,

gover nnent and basi ¢ consuner econonics at the follow ng | evel s:

(i) for the first year a |level of skill equivalent to the

fifth grade for the school district;

(ii) for the second year a |level of skill equivalent to the

si xth grade for the school district;

(iii) for the third year a |level of skill equivalent to the

seventh grade for the school district; and

(iv) for the fourth year and each year thereafter a | evel of

skill equivalent to the eighth grade | evel for the school

district.

(d) (1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), students that

fail the test shall be given a renedial programin any skills

that they failed following their initial test efforts. If they

fail the retest in the foll owi ng acadeni c year, another renedi al

program nay be offered and a second retest offered in the second

acadenic year. |If the student fails the second retest, the

student is to be held back at that grade | evel for one year.

Foll owi ng the year of retention, a third retest shall be offered

at the appropriate grade level. |If the student fails the third

retest after grade |l evel retention, the student may be advanced

into the next grade |level with that notati on on his or her

personal record. The record would state that the student | acks

the specific mastery of that skill. The remedial offering or

grade | evel retention can in no way interfere with the students

participation in their reqular curricular or extracurricul ar
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activities except where academ c standards are required by

requl ation or |aw for participation.

(2) Any student that fails to achi eve the necessary | evel of

mastery at the el eventh grade | evel shall be required to take a

renedi al programin any skill that the student fail ed. Upon

conpl etion of the renedial program the student, in the next

acadeni c yvear shall be granted a retest to determ ne the | evel

of nmastery. Every student taking the retest nust pass the test

in order to be granted a diploma. |If the student fails the

retest, then the school acadeni c records shall certify the exact

| evel of skill mastery and the student nmay, at the option of the

student, take as nany renedi al courses as i S necessary to

achi eve a di pl onna.

(e) Special education students, enotionally disturbed

students, nmentally retarded students and students with certain

|l earning disabilities woul d be excused fromthe testing program

In lieu of certified acadenmi c record of skills achi evenmrent and

the academ c di pl onn, another form of diploma or certificate of

attendance woul d be issued to students in special education, the

enotionally disturbed, the nentally retarded and certain of the

| earni ng di sabl ed. No denial of any of those students to

curricular or extracurricular activities could be nade because

of a failure to participate in the testing programor its

alternate nethods. At any tine, those students could return to

the local district to take any level of these skilled tests on

denmand at requl arly schedul ed test tines.

(f) A Statewide testing programto be desi gned by the

Departnent of Education with the approval of the Legi sl ature

shall be adm nistered as a followp in Statewi de testing for

districts at grade | evel six, eight and twel ve. These tests are
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to be used by the Departnent of Education and the Leqislature to

conpare grade level skills in the vari ous school districts. The

accunul ati ve scores and i ndividual scoring for the districts

woul d be confidential. The students individual scores would be

put on their personal records. These scores woul d not be

avai l able to the public or anyone el se and they are to be used

by the Leqgislature or the Departnent of Education for purposes

of study, and to endeavor to maintain equality in Statew de

educati on. The local district test scores, both cunul ati ve and

i ndi vidual, would be confidential and be part of the individual

pupil record and have that pupils confidentiality.

(g) No behavioral, attitudinal or personality testing under

subsection (b) shall be done unl ess:

(1) each student and his parents are qgiven prior notice of

the assessnment, a description of the assessnent and an

opportunity to object to the assessnent, which notice to parents

shall be given by nmil; and

(2) the assessnent is adnini stered and eval uated so that no

i ndi vi dual student's responses can be identified. No student who

obj ects, or whose parent objects, to the assessnent, and who has

submtted his objection in witing to the superi ntendent, is

required to participate in the assessnent.

(h) The departnent nmay provide such assi stance as may be

requested by school districts to strengthen the district's

educati onal offerings.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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