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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2314 5%

I NTRODUCED BY M H GEORGE, WSE, WEIDNER, J. L. WRIGHT JR
MORRI S AND MELUSKEY, APRIL 5, 1978

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, APRIL 5, 1978

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), entitled,
as anmended, "An act to enmpower cities of the second class A,
and third class, boroughs, incorporated towns, townships of
the first and second classes including those within a county
of the second class and counties of the second class A
t hrough eighth classes, individually or jointly, to plan
t heir devel opnment and to govern the same by zoni ng,
subdi vi si on and | and devel opnent ordi nances, pl anned
residential devel opnment and ot her ordi nances, by official
maps, by the reservation of certain |land for future public
pur pose and by the acquisition of such land; providing for
t he establishnment of planning conm ssions, planning
departnents, planning committees and zoni ng hearing boards,
authorizing themto charge fees, make inspections and hol d
publ i c hearings; providing for appropriations, appeals to
courts and penalties for violations; and repealing acts and
parts of acts,” further providing for zoning ordi nances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1011, act of July 31,
1968 (P.L.805, No.247), known as the "Pennsyl vani a
Muni ci palities Planning Code," added June 1, 1972 (P.L. 333,
No. 93), is anmended to read:

Section 1011. Judicial Relief.--(1) In a zoning appeal the

court shall have power to declare any ordinance or nap invalid
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and set aside or nodify any action, decision or order of the
gover ni ng body, agency or officer of the municipality brought up

on appeal , provided, however, where nunicipalities have adopted

a joint nunicipal conprehensive plan and enacted zoni ng

| egi sl ati on consi stent with the joint nunici pal conprehensive

plan within a regi on pursuant to Articles XI and XlI-A the

court, when deternmining the validity of a chall enge to such a

muni ci pality's zoni ng ordi nance shall consider the zoni ng

ordi nance or ordi nances as they apply to the entire reqgi on and

shall not linmt its consideration to the application of the

zoni ng ordi nance within the boundaries of the respective

muni ci palities.

* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding an article to read:

ARTICLE XI-A

Joi nt Muni ci pal Zoni ng

Section 1101-A. GCeneral Powers.--The governi ng body of each

muni ci pality cooperating in a joint municipal conprehensive

pl an, in accordance with the conditi ons and procedures set forth

in this act, may enact, anend and repeal joint nunicipal zoning

ordi nances to i nplenent the joint nunici pal conprehensi ve pl an

and to acconplish any of the purposes of this act. For these

pur poses, a nunicipality nay enact and or adopt a joi nt

muni ci pal zoni ng ordi nance whi ch has been or is to be enacted by

each nunicipality cooperating in the joint nunicipal

conpr ehensi ve pl an.

Section 1102-A. Conpliance Wth Code. --The governi nqgq body of

each nunicipality cooperating in a joint nunicipal conprehensive

pl an and zoni ng ordi nance shall otherwi se conply with al

appli cabl e secti ons of the act.
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Section 1103-A. Joint Minici pal Conprehensive Plan.--(a)

The governi ng body of a nunicipality, by formal action, nmay

adverti se and publish a proposed joint nunicipal conprehensive

plan. The nmunicipality shall have sixty days fromthe date of

the publication to adopt such a pl an.

(b)Y During this period of tine, the governi ng body shall not

be required to entertain or consider any | andowner's curative

anendnent filed under section 609.1, nor shall the zoning

heari nqg board be required to give a report requested under

section 910 or 913.1, subsequent to the decl arati on required by

subsection (a) and based upon the nunicipality's exi sting zoni ng

or di nance.

Secti on 1104-A. Intenti on to Enact Zoni ng O di nances. --(a)

Subsequent to, or sinultaneous with, the adoption of a joint

muni ci pal conpr ehensi ve pl an, the governi ng body of a

muni ci pality cooperating in that plan, nay declare its intention

to enact a zoni ng ordi nance pursuant to section 1101-A. The

muni ci pality shall have one hundred twenty days fromthe date of

this declaration to enact such an ordi nance.

(b)Y During this period of tine, the governi ng body shall not

be required to entertain or consider any | andowner's curative

anendnent filed under section 609.1, nor shall the zoning

heari ng board be required to give a report requested under

section 910 or 913.1, subsequent to the decl arati on required by

subsection (a) and based upon the nunicipality's exi sti ng zoni ng

or di nance.

Section 1105-A. Adopti on of Regi onal Zoni ng O di nances. --(a)

The governi ng body of each municipality participating in the

i oi nt nmuni ci pal conprehensi ve plan shall adopt the regqi onal

zoni ng ordi nance in order for the reqgi onal ordi nance to be
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1 effective.

2 (b) Once the regional ordinance is effective the nunicipa
3 zoning ordinance shall be null and void.

4 Section 1106-A. Anendnents to Regi onal Zoning O di nance. - -
5 (a) Anmendnents to the regional zoning ordinance shall be

6 approved by a sinple majority of all participating

7 nunicipalities including the nunicipality or nunicipalities

8 which will be physically affected by the proposed anendnent.

9 (b) The sane procedures shall be followed in anending the
10 regional zoning ordinance as are set forth in Article VI.

11 Section 1107-A. Regional Hearing Board.--(a) A regional
12 hearing board is hereby established. It shall possess the sane
13 powers and duties with respect to the region as the zoning

14 hearing board presently enjoys pursuant to Article I X

15 (b) Each nmunicipality shall appoint one person to serve on
16 the regional hearing board.

17 Section 1108-A. Intention to Wthdraw.--A nunicipality nmay
18 announce its intention to withdraw fromthe regi onal zoning

19 ordinance, the regional hearing board and the joint nunicipal
20 conprehensive plan by passing a resolution stating therein its
21 intention to withdraw. The wi thdrawal shall not becone effective
22 for a period of three years fromthe date of the passing of the
23 w thdrawal resolution
24 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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