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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1613 *%7°

I NTRODUCED BY YAHNER, MORRI'S, FRYER, J. L. WRIGHT JR, BURNS
GOCDVAN, | TKI'N, M SCEVI CH, SWEET, GATSKI, MCALL, JONES,
LEHR, DAVI ES, STAI RS AND CASSI DY, AUGUST 16, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, AUGUST 16, 1977
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AN ACT
Providing for standards and | abeling of insulation material.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly that in order to
hel p neet future energy requirenents and to protect the
consuners of the Commonwealth, it is necessary to adopt
standards for insulation material and to provide for the
| abel ing of such material s.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Approved testing | aboratory.” Any testing facility which is

determ ned by rule and regul ation of the departnent to have
adequat e personnel and expertise to carry out the testing of

i nsul ati on materi al .
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"Departnent."” The Departnent of Labor and Industry.

“Insulation material." Any material placed within or
contiguous to a wall, ceiling or floor of a roomor building, or
contiguous to the surface of any appliance or its intake or
outt ake nechanism for the purpose of reducing heat transfer and
thus the energy requirenents for heating or cooling the building
or operating the appliance or reduci ng adverse tenperature
fluctuations of the building, roomor appliance.

"R-value."” A measure of thermal resistance of material or
conposite materials. R-value as used herein is equal to the
reci procal of the conductance of a given material, or

R-val ue = 1

conduct ance of the materi al
where the conductance of the material is: Btu/(hour x square
feet x fahrenheit degree average tenperature difference between
two surfaces).
Section 3. Adoption of standards; elenents; criteria.

The departnent shall, after one or nore public hearings,
adopt and publish insulation naterial standards governing the
grade, quality and safety of all insulation material sold or
installed within the Commonweal th, including but not limted to,
the foll ow ng characteristics:

(1) resistance to heat transfer (expressed in termof R
val ue of the material when installed under specified

condi tions);

(2) fire retardance;
(3) snoke spread;
(4) flame spread;

(5) noisture absorption;
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(6) resistance to fungal growt h;

(7) corrosiveness;

(8) starch content;

(9) density;

(10) odor em ssion; and

(11) flane resistance pernmanency.
The standards adopted shall insure that insulation material wll
effect significant energy savings and shall protect the health
and welfare of the citizens of the Commonweal th. Such standards
shall specify the initial performance of the material and the
stability of performance over a period of tine.
Section 4. Application of standards.

Si x nmonths after such standards are adopted as regulations in
accordance with the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.?240),
known as the "Commonweal th Docunents Law,"” no insulation
material shall be sold or installed in the Commonweal th which
has not been tested by an i ndependent approved testing
| aboratory and certified by the departnent, or its authorized
agents, as neeting such standards. The departnent shal
designate or provide official tags for marking containers of
certified insulation.

Section 5. Labeling.

Si x nmonths after such standards are adopted as regulations in
accordance with the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.?240),
known as the "Commonweal th Docunents Law,"” no insulation
material shall be manufactured, sold, offered for sale, or
exposed for sale within the Comonweal th in bul k, package or
cont ai ners, unless the package or container in which the sane
shall be exposed or offered for sale shall have attached thereto

a tag or | abel on which shall be plainly witten or printed,
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1 where applicable the following information relating to
2 insulation:

3 (1) Thernmal resistance.

4 (2) Conposition of contents.

5 (3) Snoke spread rating.

6 (4) Flame spread rating.

7 (5) Weight of insulation.

8 (6) Corrosiveness.

9 (7) Mboisture absorption.

10 (8) Starch content.

11 (9) Density.

12 (10) dor em ssion.

13 (11) Flane resistance permnmanency.
14 (12) Installation instructions.

15 as determ ned by an i ndependent approved testing | aboratory.

16 Section 6. Departnent testing; inspection.

17 The departnent may conduct independent tests of insulation
18 material in order to determ ne conpliance with its adopted

19 standards. The departnment may al so conduct on site inspections
20 of manufacturers, distributors and retailers of insulation

21 material sold or installed within the Conmonwealth in order to
22 determne their conpliance with this act.

23 Section 7. Penalties.

24 Any person who violates the provisions of the act shall be
25 gquilty of a m sdeneanor of the third degree and upon conviction
26 thereof shall be subject to inprisonnent not to exceed one year
27 or a fine not to exceed $2,500, or both.

28 Section 8. Injunction.

29 Any person who violates or proposes to violate this act may
30 be enjoined fromso acting by any court of conpetent
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1 jurisdiction. Actions for injunctions under this section shal

2 be initiated by the Attorney General of the Conmonweal th of

3 Pennsyl vani a.

4 Section 9. Gvil penalty.

5 In addition to any penalty inposed pursuant to section 7, any
6 person who violates any provisions of this act may be |liable for
7 acivil penalty not to exceed $2,500 for each violation, which
8 nmay be assessed and recovered in a civil action brought in the
9 nane of the people of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania by the
10 Attorney General of the Commonweal t h.
11 Section 10. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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