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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1599 =57

I NTRODUCED BY BERSON, SCI Rl CA, RAPPAPORT, O DONNELL AND YOHN
AUGUST 12, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, AUGUST 12, 1977
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), entitled "An
act relating to nental health procedures; providing for the
treatment and rights of nentally disabl ed persons, for
vol untary and i nvoluntary exam nation and treatnment and for
determ nations affecting those charged with crine or under
sentence,"” further providing for certain persons undergoing
i nvoluntary treatnent.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Paragraph (2) of subsection (g) of section 304,
act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), known as the "Mental
Heal th Procedures Act," is anended to read:
Section 304. Court-ordered Involuntary Treatnent Not to
Exceed N nety Days.--* * *
(g) Duration of Court-ordered Involuntary Treatnent.--* * *
(2) If at any time the director of a facility concl udes that
the person is not severely nmentally disabled or in need of

treatment pursuant to subsection (a), he shall discharge the

person. However, where the defendant has been acquitted by

reason of insanity or has been found i nconpetent to stand tri al,




t he def endant shall not be discharged fromthe facility until an

adversary hearing has been held before the conmtting court. At

the hearing, the court will hear evidence concerni ng the

defendant's nental condition and will determnm ne whether the

def endant shall be released fromthe facility. |If the court,

after hearing the evidence, deternines that the defendant is

severely nmentally di sabled as set forth in section 301, the

court shall retain jurisdiction of the defendant and shall order
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his disposition. Further application may be nade by the facility
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or by the defendant to secure a di scharge.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

H2L32JD/ 19770H1599B1923 - 2 -



