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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1552 =%

| NTRODUCED BY PRATT, M LLIRON, M LANOVI CH, Di CARLO AND
DOVBROWBKI , JULY 28, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, JULY 28, 1977
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AN ACT

Providing for the licensing of clubs to conduct certain ganmes of

chance; providing for suspensions and revocations of

licenses; requiring records, and prescribing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The followi ng words and phrases when used in this
act shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se,
t he neani ngs given to themin this section:

"Club.” A nonprofit corporation, association, society,
organi zation, charitable institution or other nonprofit group of
i ndi vi dual s associ ated together for |egitinmate purposes of
nmut ual benefits, entertainment, fellowship, pleasure, recreation
or | awful conveni ence having some primary interest to which the
use of ganes of chance shall be secondary and which regularly
occupi es, as owner or |essee, a clubhouse or quarters for the
use of its nenbers and which is |licensed as a "club" under the
act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known as the "Liquor
Code. "
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"Ganes of chance."” Any ganme or device at which noney or
ot her valuable thing may or shall be played for or staked or bet
upon, but shall not include those machi nes commonly known as
"sl ot machi nes" or those ganes of chance commonly known as
"bi ngo. "

Section 2. Every club to which a |license has been issued
under the provisions of this act may conduct ganes of chance for
t he purpose of raising funds for the legitinate purposes and
activities of the club.

Section 3. There shall be a maximumlimt on any individual
prize or winning offered or provided by a club under this act of
$50.

Section 4. The Departnent of Revenue shall have the duty to:

(1) Provide for the licensing of clubs to hold, operate
and conduct ganes of chance.

(2) Prescribe the formof applications for |icenses and
for the |icenses.

(3) Issue licenses permtting the holding of games of
chance.

(4) Prescribe rules and regulations for the supervision,
conduct and type of games of chance.

(5) Suspend and revoke licenses for violations of this
act or the rules and regul ati ons thereunder.

(6) Hold hearings on request in cases of refusal of a

l'i cense.

(7) Prescribe such other rules and regul ati ons as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 5. (a) Licenses to conduct ganmes of chance shall be
i ssued to clubs in any cal endar year and the fee therefor shal

be $100.
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(b) Licenses shall be renewabl e each cal endar year unl ess
revoked under the provisions of this act.

Section 6. The Departnent of Revenue shall not issue a
license to and shall revoke the license of any club whenever it
finds that:

(1) conpensation, salary or fees are paid to anyone for
setting up or conducting the games of chance;

(2) any of the funds derived fromthe operation of ganes
of chance are used for any purpose other than for the

| egiti mate purposes and activities of the club; or

(3) any provision of this act has been viol at ed.

Section 7. Notw thstandi ng the provisions of any other |aw
of the Commonweal th or ordinance or resolution of any political
subdi vi si on thereof, such gam ng shall not constitute any crine
or public nuisance.

Section 8. (a) The licensee shall keep such records and
books as the Departnment of Revenue shall prescribe.

(b) The licensee shall submt an annual report to the
Depart ment of Revenue containing such information as the
Depart ment of Revenue shall prescribe.

Section 9. \Woever conducts games of chance wi thout a
|icense as provided in this act shall, upon conviction in a
sunmary proceedi ng, be sentenced to pay a fine of $1000 and
costs of prosecution and in default of the paynent thereof shal
undergo i nprisonnent for not |ess than 30 nor nore than 120
days.

Section 10. Woever sells or causes to be sold any gane of
chance to any person under the age of 21 years shall, upon
conviction in a sunmary proceedi ng, be sentenced to pay a fine

of $1000 and costs of prosecution and in default of the paynent
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1 thereof shall undergo inprisonnent for not |ess than 30 nor nore
2 than 120 days.

3 Section 11. All acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar
4

as they are inconsistent herewth.
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