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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1549 5

I NTRODUCED BY MEBUS, JULY 28, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JULY 28, 1977
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AN ACT
Reenacting and anmendi ng the act of May 1, 1913 (P.L.146, No.97),
entitled "An act enabling a married wonan, who has been
deserted, abandoned, or driven from her honme by her husband,
to sue her husband, upon any cause of action whatsoever; and
maki ng such wife a conpetent w tness agai nst the husband in
such case,” naking the sane applicable to all spouses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and section 1, act of May 1, 1913
(P.L.146, No.97), entitled "An act enabling a marri ed worman, who
has been deserted, abandoned, or driven from her hone by her
husband, to sue her husband, upon any cause of action
what soever; and maki ng such wife a conpetent w tness agai nst the
husband in such case,"” are reenacted and anended to read:

AN ACT

abandoned, or driven from|[her] hone by [her husband,] the

ot her spouse, to sue [her husband,] the other spouse, upon

any cause of action whatsoever; and nmaki ng such [w fe] spouse

a conpetent w tness agai nst the [husband] other spouse in




such case.
Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That fromand after the

passage of this act, any [wife,] spouse, who has been deserted,

abandoned, or driven from[her] hone by [her husband,] the other

spouse, may sue [her husband] the other spouse civilly, in any

court of this Conmonweal th having the jurisdiction, upon any
cause of action now existing or hereafter accruing, [with |ike
effect as if such wife were a fene sole;] and in such case the

[wife] plaintiff spouse shall be a conpetent w tness against the

[ husband:] other spouse: Provided, however, That nothing in this

act contained shall be deenmed to destroy the right of
survivorship in any |land heretofore or hereafter conveyed to
such wi fe and husband jointly.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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