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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1356 *%7°

I NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, ZORD, PYLES, O CONNELL, DAVIES, GOEBEL
PRATT AND TADDONI O, JUNE 20, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 20, 1977

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), entitled,
as anmended, "An act to enmpower cities of the second class A,
and third class, boroughs, incorporated towns, townships of
the first and second classes including those within a county
of the second class and counties of the second class A
t hrough eighth classes, individually or jointly, to plan
t heir devel opnment and to govern the same by zoni ng,
subdi vi si on and | and devel opnent ordi nances, pl anned
residential devel opnment and ot her ordi nances, by official
maps, by the reservation of certain |land for future public
pur pose and by the acquisition of such land; providing for
t he establishnment of planning conm ssions, planning
departnents, planning committees and zoni ng hearing boards,
authorizing themto charge fees, make inspections and hol d
publ i c hearings; providing for appropriations, appeals to
courts and penalties for violations; and repealing acts and
parts of acts,” providing for stormwater nanagenent and
maki ng an appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), known
as the "Pennsyl vania Minicipalities Planning Code,"” is anended
by addi ng sections to read:

Section 501.1. Storm Water Managenent.--The governi ng body

of each nunicipality shall requl ate subdi vi sion and | and

devel opnent within the nunicipality so as to control storm water
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surface runoff.

Section 501.2. Contents of Storm Water Munagenent

Ordi nance. --The storm wat er managenent ordi nance nmay i ncl ude but

not be limted to:

(1) Requiring an overall storm water nmanagenent pl an and

dr ai nage system pl an;

(2) Prohibiting devel opnent which will cause the anmount of

surface water runoff to exceed the anpbunt of surface water

runoff prior to devel opnent:

(3) Prohibiting devel opnent which will cause the anmount of

surface water runoff to exceed certain prescribed lints:;

(4) Restricting the anount of inpervious cover allowed on a

site;

(5) Establishing criteria relating to street and curb

construction;

(6) Requiring a major drai nage systemto handl e nornmal and

excessi ve runoff, including the construction of retenti on or

i mpoundnent areas whi ch can hol d excess runoff for a twenty-four

hour period, considering, anong other things: other area

devel opnent, capacity of the streans, slope and soil conditions.

Section 501.3. Standards and Pl ans. --Each el ement of the

storm wat er drai nage system nust be designed to handl e t he peak

surface water runoff experienced during a twenty-four hour

rainfall for a fifty-year storm The nethods and fornul as used

for determning the runoff and its control shall be left to the

di scretion of the nunicipality. Every nunicipality shall submt

to the Departnent of Community Affairs an officially adopted

storm wat er runoff pl an.

Secti on 501. 4. Enf or cenent . - - Whenever the Departnent of

Community Affairs determ nes that surface water runoff from a
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devel opnent will cause fl oodi ng of downstream nuni ci palities or

deternines that the storm water nanagenent ordi nance i s not

adequate to prevent such fl oodi ng, the departnent nay qgi ve

notice that plan is i nadequate together with reasons for so

stating and shall give the municipality ninety days to submt an

anended plan to satisfy the departnent's objections. |In the

event that no revised plan is subnmtted or the Departnent of

Community Affairs deternmines that the said plan is i nadequate

t he departnment shall have the power to file a wit of nmandanus

in the Commonweal th Court seeking to conpel the nunicipality to

adopt a storm water nanagenent plan and ordi nance.

Secti on 501.5. Depart nental Assi stance. --The Departnent of

Community Affairs shall assist municipalities in the preparation

of a storm water nmnanagenent plan and system

Secti on 501. 6. Exenption.--Any nunicipality nay file with

the departnment a petition to exenpt said nunicipality fromthe

provi sions of the act upon a showi ng that storm water runoff

will not affect any other nunicipality.

Secti on 501.7. Exi sting Ri ghts and Renedi es Preserved. - -

Nothing in this act shall be construed as estoppi ng the

Commpnweal th, or any district attorney or solicitor of a | ocal

agency from proceeding in courts of law or equity to abate

nui sances forbi dden under this act, or abate nui sance under

existing law. It is hereby declared to be the purpose of this

act to provide additional and cunul ati ve renedi es to abate

public hazards and nothing in this act contained shall in any

way abridge or alter rights of actions or renedi es now or

hereafter existing in equity, or under the commopn | aw or

statutory law, crinminal or civil, nor shall any provisi on of

this act, or the granting of any pernmt under this act, or any
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act done by virtue of this act, be construed as estoppi ng the

Commpnweal th, persons or nunicipalities, in the exerci se of

their rights under the common | aw or decisional law or in

equity, fromproceeding in courts of law or equity to suppress

nui sances or public health hazards or to abate any now or

hereafter existing, or enforce common |law or statutory rights.

Section 501.8. Appropriation.--The sumof one mllion

dollars ($1, 000,000) is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of

Community Affairs for the express purpose of inplenenting this

act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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