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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1188 *5%7”

| NTRODUCED BY FREIND, SPI TZ, PI CCOLA, BRANDT, DAVI ES AND
W D. HUTCH NSON, MAY 31, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, MAY 31, 1977
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AN ACT

Concerning the unit pricing of consuner commodities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price
Di scl osure Act."
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Consumer conmmodity. Any nerchandi se, wares, article,
product, conestible or comopdity of any kind or class produced,
distributed or offered for retail sale for consunption by

i ndividual s other than at the retail establishnent, or for use
by individuals for purposes of personal care or in the
performance of services rendered within the househol d, and which

i s consunmed or expended in the course of such use.
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"Director." The Director of the Bureau of Consuner
Protection in the Departnent of Justice.

"Person.” Any natural person, partnership, corporation or
ot her organi zati on engaged in the sale, display or offering for
sal e of consuner comodities at retail fromone or nore retai
est abl i shnents whose conbined total floor area exceeds 4, 000
square feet or whose conbined total annual gross receipts from
the sal e of consuner conmodities in the preceding year exceed
$2, 400, 000.

"Price per nmeasure."” The retail price of a consuner
commodity expressed per such unit of weight, standard nmeasure or
standard count as the director shall designate by regul ation.
Section 3. Exposure or offer for sale at retail of consumer

commodity; mark of price per neasure.

It shall be unlawful for any person to expose or offer for
sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as specifically
exenpted by the director in accordance with section 4, unless
said consuner commodities shall be plainly nmarked by a stanp,
tag, label or sign at the point of display with the price per
measure of such consumer commodity.

Section 4. Unit pricing regulations; hearings; exenptions;
retail establishnents and conmodities |ist.

The director may by regulation, and in each instance after
public hearing, provide for the manner in which price per
nmeasure shall be cal cul ated and di spl ayed, establish and nodify
a list of commodities exenpt fromthe provisions of this act,
and define the classes of retail establishnment exenpted fromthe
requi renents of this act: Provided, That in no case shal
persons with annual gross receipts fromthe sale of consuner

commodities in the preceding tax year of nore than $2,400, 000
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fromall retail establishments with a total floor area of nore
than 4,000 square feet each be exenpt fromthe provisions of
this act: And provided further, That the director, in

promul gating unit pricing regulations, shall not exenpt consumner
commodities or retail establishments fromthe provisions of this
act except where conpliance therewith would be inpractical,

unr easonabl y burdensonme or unnecessary for adequate protection
of consuners. The director shall maintain at all times and make
public a clearly defined list of specific conmodities exenpt
fromthe provisions of this act and of all classes of retai
commodities and all classes of retail establishnents required to
be in conpliance with this act and any regul ati ons issued

her eunder .

Section 5. OQher regul ations.

The director shall promnul gate such regul ati ons as shall be
necessary in his discretion to effectuate the purposes of this
act .

Section 6. Violation, penalty.

Any person who violates section 3 is guilty of a sumrary
of f ense.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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