PRINTER S NO. 623

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 574

I NTRODUCED BY REED, CAPUTO, BROWN, SCHM TT, MRKONI C, MANM LLER,
DI NINNI AND PI CCOLA, MARCH 8, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MARCH 8, 1977
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled
"An act relating to counties of the third, fourth, fifth,
si xth, seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, revising,
consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto,"
regul ati ng the suspensions, renoval and reinstatenent of
county detectives.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
known as "The County Code," is anmended by addi ng sections to
read:

Section 1442. Cause for Renpval s.--A person enpl oyed as a

full-tinme county detective shall not be suspended or renoved

except for one or nore of the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) Physical or nmental disability affecting his ability to

(2) Negligence in the performance of duty.

(3) Inefficiency, intenperance, di sobedi ence of | awful

orders, conduct unbeconing an officer, or formal accusati on of

havi ng conm tted a m sdeneanor or felony.
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(4) Intoxication while on duty.

(5) Conviction of a nm sdeneanor or felony.

Section 1443. Suspensions, Dism ssals and Separati on from

Service.--(a) Wenever the district attorney has cause to

believe that a county detective is suffering froma physi cal or

mental disability affecting his ability to serve he shall direct

himto subnmt to a physical or psychiatric exanm nation by, or

under the supervision of, a county nmedical officer. The findi ngs

of the nedi cal exam ner shall be binding. Refusal or failure to

report for the exam nati on shall be an adni ssion of the

exi stence of the disability whenever he is found to be suffering

froma physical or nental disability affecting his ability to

serve the district attorney shall issue a |letter of honorabl e

separation fromservice to him

(b)Y Whenever the district attorney believes a county

detective is in violation of any of the provisions of section

1442 (2) through (4), he nmay suspend himfrom duty w t hout pay.

The district attorney shall, within five days thereafter, issue

to the detective a letter stating the causes for conplaint. He

shall fix a date for a hearing before the salary board of the

county not nore than two weeks fromthe date of recei pt by the

detective of the letter of conplaint. He shall grant a

conti nuance at the request of the detective not to exceed 15

days after the day originally set for the hearing before the

sal ary board.

(c) Wienever any of the conpl aints under section 1442 (2) to

(4) are substantiated the district attorney shall issue a |letter

advi sing the detective of his dismssal. Whenever the conpl ai nts

are not substantiated the detective shall be reinstated with

full pay for the period during which he was suspended, and no
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charges shall be nade a part of his record. An order of

suspensi on of a county detective shall not be for |onger than

(d) A record of all testinpny taken at a hearing before a

sal ary board shall be filed with and preserved by the chairman

of the county conmissioners. It shall be seal ed and not

avai |l abl e for public inspecti on whenever the conpl aints are

di sm ssed.

Section 1444. Appeal .--A county detecti ve who has been

suspended or di sm ssed shall have the right of appeal to the

court of common pleas of the county in which he is enpl oyed, and

other rights of appeal provided by | aw

Secti on 1445. Renoval from Supervi sory Position.--Section

1442 shall not prevent the district attorney fromrenoving the

chief county detective, or the supervisor of the county

detecti ves by whatever nane or title he is known, froma

supervi sory position.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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