SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 489, 1838, 1860, PRINTER S NO. 1889

1871

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 450 =55

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. GEORGE, A. K HUTCH NSQN, DeMEDI O
RENW CK, LAUDADI O, D. R WRIGHT, BITTI NGER, LI VENGOOD
YAHNER, PETRARCA, STEWART, MLANE, WARGO, ZI TTERVAN, WANSACZ,
McCALL, MANDERI NO, ENGLEHART, | RVIS, LETTERMAN, GREENFI ELD
D ETZ, HALVERSON, WASS, PI EVSKY, OLIVER, JOHNSQON, DOVBROWSKI
DOYLE, FEE, MRS. G LLETTE, MESSRS. GOODMVAN, | TKIN, KOLTER, M
P. MJULLEN, MJSTO, PRENDERGAST, RAPPAPORT, SHUPN K, SELTZER
BI TTLE, GALLEN, HAM LTON, HASKELL, MEBUS, O CONNELL, PARKER
L. EE SMTH WLSON, J. L. WRIGHT, STUBAN, D. M O BRI EN
SCHM TT, COLE, SHUMAN, GALLAGHER, MADI GAN, GRI ECO BROW\,
PICCOLA, CTM N, MANM LLER, BUTERA, MRS. HARPER, MESSRS. D
S. HAYES, BURD, SALVATORE, Cl ANCI ULLI, FLAHERTY, GARZI A,
HELFRI CK, G AMVARCO, LI NCOLN, W LLI AMS, BERLIN, POIT,
MRKONI C, HOPKI'NS, DUFFY, CESSAR, REED, PRATT, M LLI RON
CASSI DY, LYNCH, WMRS. KELLY, MESSRS. CCOHEN, CALTAG RONE, D. M
FISHER, M M MJLLEN, RHODES, M SCEVI CH, ABRAHAM TRELLO, B.
F. O BRIEN, LOGJE AND RAVENSTAHL, MARCH 2, 1977

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JULY 29, 1977

AN ACT

Reenacting and anmending the act of July 6, 1961 (P.L.515,
No. 265), entitled, as anmended, "An act authorizing the
Governor to provide for disaster and energency relief under
certain circunstances; authorizing himto transfer certain
funds in the General Fund for these purposes, and naki ng an

that may be transferred for disaster and energency purposes
and providing for disposition of Federal funds for disaster
assistance or relief.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

=
=

her eby enacts as foll ows:

=
N

Section 1. The act of July 6, 1961 (P.L.515, No.265),

13 entitled, as anended, "An act authorizing the Governor to

appropriation," addingreasens—for—and changi ng the anount <—
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provi de for disaster and enmergency relief under certain

ci rcunst ances; authorizing himto transfer certain funds in the
CGeneral Fund for these purposes, and maki ng an appropriation,”
anended August 8, 1969 (P.L.228, No.92), is reenacted and
amended to read:

Section 1. Wenever the Governor finds as a fact that a
natural disaster or civil disorder threatens or has occurred and
that conditions of extreme energency exist in all or a part or
parts of Pennsylvania, he shall have power to transfer any
unused funds which may have been appropriated for the ordinary
expenses of the governnment in the General Fund to such State
agencies as he may direct to be expended for relief of disaster
or civil disorder in such manner as the Governor shall approve,
and such funds are hereby appropriated to the Governor for such
pur poses. The total of such transfers shall never exceed [one

mllion dollars ($1,000,000)] five nmllion dollars ($5,000,000)

in any one year except by action of the General Assenbly.
Section 2. As used in this act, conditions of extrene
energency shall nean those conditions which may by investigation
made, be found, actually or likely, to (i) affect seriously the
safety, health or welfare of a substantial nunber of citizens of
t he Comonweal th or preclude the operation or use of essenti al
public facilities; (ii) be of such magnitude or severity as to
render essential State supplenentation of county and | ocal
efforts or resources exerted or utilized in alleviating the
danger, damage, suffering or hardship faced; and (iii) have been
caused by forces beyond the control of man, by reason of civil
di sorder, riot or disturbance, or by factors not foreseen and
not known to exist when appropriation bills were enact ed.

Section 3. No funds shall be transferred or expended under

19770H0450B1889 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

authority contained in this act unless the Governor, based on

i nvestigation made, shall officially have proclained that
conditions of extrene energency exist throughout the State or in
one or nore political subdivisions thereof. Such conditions
shal |l be deenmed to continue to exist until such tine as the

Governor shall officially have proclained that they have ceased

to exist.

<

SECTION 4. (A)  VHENEVER THE GOVERNOR SHALL HAVE PROCLAI MED  <—

THAT CONDI T1 ONS OF EXTREME EMERGENCY EXI ST THROUGHOUT THE STATE

OR I'N ONE OR MORE POLITICAL_SUBDI VI SIONS THERECF DUE TO A

NATURAL DI SASTER | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT_LIM TED TO FLOCDS, HEAVY
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SNOAS, OR PROLONGED PERI GDS OF SUBFREEZI NG WEATHER, OFFI CIALS OF

ANY POLI TI CAL _SUBDI VI SI ON AFFECTED BY SUCH CONDI T1 ONS OF EXTREME

EMERGENCY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO CLEAR SUCH ROADWAYS AS ARE

NECESSARY FOR THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF RESI DENTS, EVEN

THOUGH SUCH ROADWAYS ARE NOT OFFICIALLY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF

SUCH POLITICAL_SUBDI VISION. _THE POLI TI CAL _SUBDI VI SI ON VAY BE

REI MBURSED FOR THE COST OF SUCH CLEARI NG AS PROVIDED IN

SUBSECTI ON (©).

(B) VHENEVER THE GOVERNCR SHALL HAVE PROCLAI MED THAT

CONDI T1 ONS OF EXTREME EMERCGENCY EXI ST THROUGHOUT THE STATE OR IN

ONE_OR MORE PCOLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THEREOF DUE TO A NATURAL

DI SASTER | NCLUDI NG BUT _NOT_LIM TED TO FLOODS, HEAVY SNOWS5, OR

PROLONGED PERI ODS OF SUBFREEZ|I NG WEATHER AND | N THE EVENT THAT A

WATER SYSTEM OMNED OR OPERATED BY A POLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OR

MUNI CI PAL_ AUTHORITY |S DAVAGED, DESTROYED, OR MADE | NOPERABLE AS

A DIRECT RESULT OF SUCH CONDI TI ONS OF EXTREME EMERGENCY, THE

PCOLI TI CAL _SUBDI VI SION OR MUNI CI PAL_ AUTHORI TY SHALL HAVE THE

AUTHORI TY TO LEASE OR H RE SUCH PERSONNEL AND EQUI PMENT AS NAY

BE_NEEDED TO EFFECT RESTORATI ON OF SUCH WATER SYSTEM _THE

POLI TI CAL _SUBDI VI SI ON OR MUNI CI PAL AUTHORI TY_ NMAY BE REI MBURSED

FOR THE COST OF SUCH RESTORATI ON AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTION (Q).

(© VHENEVER THE GOVERNCR SHALL HAVE PROCLAI MED THAT

CONDI TI ONS OF EXTREME EMERCGENCY EXI ST THROUGHOUT THE STATE OR IN

ONE_OR MORE POLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THEREOF, HE SHALL HAVE POWNER

TO TRANSFER ANY UNUSED FUNDS VH CH MAY HAVE BEEN APPROPRI ATED

FOR THE ORDI NARY EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT | N THE GENERAL FUND TO

SUCH STATE AGENCI ES AS HE MAY DI RECT TO BE EXPENDED FOR

REI MBURSEMENTS AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B). SUCH

REI MBURSEMENTS SHALL BE MADE | N ACCORDANCE W TH AND TO THE

EXTENT PERM TTED BY REGULATI ONS | SSUED BY SUCH AGENCY OR
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AGENCI ES AS THE GOVERNOR NMAY DESI GNATE TO ADM NI STER THE

REI MBURSEMENT PROGRAMS ESTABLI SHED BY SUBSECTI ONS (A) AND (B).

THE TOTAL OF SUCH TRANSFERS SHALL NEVER EXCEED ONE M LLI ON

DOLLARS ($1,000,000) IN ANY ONE YEAR EXCEPT BY ACTION OF THE

GENERAL ASSENMBLY.

(D) REI MBURSEMENTS PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (C) SHALL NOT BE

MADE TO THE EXTENT THAT THE COMVONWEALTH, A POLI TI CAL

SUBDI VI SION OR A MUNI Cl PAL AUTHORI TY MAY BE ELI G BLE FOR

ASS| STANCE FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

SECTION 5. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT _SHALL BE I N ADDI TI ON

TO AND NOT_A LIM TATI ON ON AUTHORI TY OTHERW SE VESTED I N THE

GOVERNOR, THE EXECUTI VE DEPARTMENT, POLITICAL_SUBDI VI SI ONS_OR

MUNI CI PAL_AUTHORI TI ES.

Secti on 64 6. In addition to the other provisions of this

act, the Governor is hereby authorized to use any civil defense

unit or units and the Pennsyl vania Nati onal Guard to accenplish

the purposes—of this—act— PROVI DE ASSI STANCE DURI NG A NATURAL
DI SASTER, CONDI TI ON OF EXTREME EMERGENCY OR Cl VI L DI SORDER.

Section <5 7. Al npneys received fromthe Federal

Governnent for the purpose of di saster assi stance or relief

shall be paid into the General Fund and are hereby appropri ated

out of the General Fund to the departnents, boards, conmi ssions

or agenci es desi gnated by the Governor.

Section 2. This act shall take effect inmediately AND SHALL
BE RETROACTI VE TO JULY 1, 1977.
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