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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 376 %7

I NTRODUCED BY CESSAR AND ZORD, MARCH 1, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 1, 1977
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsyl vani a, reducing the nunber of Senators and Menbers
of the House of Representatives.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:

That section 16 of Article Il be anended to read:

§ 16. Legislative districts.

The Comonweal th shall be divided into [50] 40 senatorial and
[203] 121 representative districts, which shall be conposed of
conpact and contiguous territory as nearly equal in popul ation
as practicable. Each senatorial district shall elect one
Senator, and each representative district one Representative.
Unl ess absol utely necessary no county, city, incorporated town,
bor ough, township or ward shall be divided in formng either a
senatorial or representative district.
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The foregoi ng amendnent to Article Il of the Constitution of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a shall becone effective the year
following that in which the next Federal decennial census is
officially reported as required by Federal |aw. The first
el ections after reapportionnent of the Comonweal t h under
section 17 to conformto the foregoing anmendnent shall be held
in the year 1982. At the general election in the year 1982
Senators in odd-nunbered districts and all Representatives shal
be chosen to serve for two years and Senators in even-nunbered
districts shall be chosen to serve for four years. Thereafter
all Senators shall be chosen to serve for four years. The terns
of all Senators in office in 1982 shall expire Novenber 30,

1982.
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