PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 82 PRINTER S NO. 994

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /2 or”

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. KCOLTER, M LANOVI CH, ZW KL, LAUGHLI N,
DOVBROWBKI , McCALL, BERLIN, PETRARCA, A. K. HUTCH NSON
I RVIS, MANDERI NO, A C. FOSTER, BITTINGER, ZORD, MRS. KELLY,
MESSRS. SCHM TT, KLI NGAVAN, LETTERVAN, REED, DI NI NNI, CESSAR
POTT, ZEARFGOSS, COWELL, MEBUS, BURD, STAIRS, W D.
HUTCHI NSON, ZELLER, WLSON, O KEEFE, LOGUE, HELFRI CK
MADI GAN, HALVERSON, PRATT, MELUSKEY, RUGE ERO, FI SCHER AND
BURNS, FEBRUARY 7, 1977

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 13, 1977
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AN ACT
Relating to the inplenentation of the energency tel ephone nunber
"911"; providing a title; providing an intent; providing for
a State plan; providing a systemdirector; providing for
t el ephone industry coordination; providing for coin tel ephone
conversion; providing for system approval; and providi ng an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Energency
Tel ephone Act."
Section 2. Legislative intent.
The Legi slature hereby finds and declares that it is in the
public interest to shorten the tine required for a citizen to

request and receive energency aid. There currently exi st

t housands of different enmergency phone nunbers throughout the
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Commonweal th. Providing for a single, primary three-digit

enmer gency nunber through which energency services can be quickly
and efficiently obtai ned woul d provi de a significant
contribution to | aw enforcenent and other public efforts by
making it easier to notify emergency center personnel. Such a
sinplified means of procuring enmergency services will result in
the saving of life, and reduction in the destruction of
property, and qui cker apprehension of crimnals. It is the
intent of the Legislature to establish and inplenment a cohesive
St at ewi de energency tel ephone nunber "911" plan which will
provide citizens with rapid direct access to public energency
operation centers by dialing the tel ephone nunber "911," with

t he objective of reducing the response tine to situations
requiring law enforcenent, fire, medical, rescue, and other
emer gency services.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Agency" means that el enent of the Governor's Ofice
designated by the Governor to carry out the purposes of this
act .

"Local government" neans any political subdivision or any
conbi nati on or group thereof.

"Public agency" neans the State, and any city, county, city
and county, nunicipal corporation, chartered organization,
public district, or public authority located in whole or in part
within this Commonweal th which provides or has authority to
provide fire fighting, |aw enforcenent, anbul ance, nedical, or

ot her energency servi ces.
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"Public safety agency” neans a functional division of a
publ i ¢ agency which provides fire fighting, |aw enforcenent,
nmedi cal , or other emergency services.

Section 4. State plan.

The agency shall devel op a Statew de energency tel ephone
nunber "911" system plan within 18 nonths of the effective date
of this act. The plan shall provide for:

(1) The establishnent of the public agency energency

t el ephone conmuni cations requirenents for each entity of

| ocal governnment in the State; PROVI DED, HONEVER, THAT ALL <—

APPLI CANTS FOR THE SERVI CE HEREI N ESTABLI SHED SHALL MAKE

ARRANGEMENTS W TH THE TELEPHONE UTI LI TY | NVOLVED TO SERVE THE

ENTI RE CENTRAL OFFI CE DI STRI CT OR DI STRI CTS OF SAI D UTI LI TY.

(2) A systemto neet specific |ocal governnent

requi renents. Such system shall include | aw enforcenent, fire

fighting, and energency nedi cal services, and may incl ude

ot her enmergency services such as poison control, suicide

prevention, and civil defense services.

(3) Identification of the nutual aid agreenents
necessary to obtain an effective "911" system

(4) A funding provision which shall identify the cost

necessary to inplenent the "911" system
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26 (5) A SCHEDULE WHI CH SHALL PROVI DE FOR FULL

27 | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE STATEW DE EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER
28 "911" SYSTEM PLAN W THI N SEVEN YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
29 TH S ACT. THE SCHEDULE SHALL BE DESI GNED TO PERM T ORDERLY

30 | MPLEMENTATI ON AND TO ACCOMMODATE LOCAL VARI ANCES.
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SECTI ON 5. AGENCY FUNCTI ONS AND RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.

THE AGENCY DESI GNATED BY THE GOVERNOR TO CARRY OUT THE
PURPOSES OF THI S ACT SHALL PROMULGATE, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
ACT OF JULY 31, 1968 (P.L.769, NO 240), KNOMW AS THE
" COVWONWEALTH DOCUMENTS LAW " THE NECESSARY RULES, PROCEDURES,
AND PLAN | MPLEMENTATI ON SCHEDULES RELATI NG TO PUBLI C AGENCI ES
FOR | MPLEMENTI NG AND ADM NI STERI NG THE PLAN. SAlI D AGENCY SHALL
ALSO HAVE A DI RECTOR W TH THE RESPONSI BI LI TY OF CARRYI NG QUT THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT. HE SHALL COORDI NATE THE PLAN DEVELOPMENT
AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE SYSTEM W TH STATE, COUNTY, LOCAL, AND
PRI VATE AGENCI ES. FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THI S ACT, THE DI RECTOR I S
AUTHORI ZED TO EMPLOY PROFESSI ONAL AND CLERI CAL PERSONS | N SUCH
STAFF CAPACI TI ES AS REQUI RED FOR ADM NI STRATI VE OR PRQJIECT TEAM
OPERATI ONS AND TO HI RE PROFESSI ONAL CONSULTANTS PURSUANT TO THE
LI M TATI ONS PRESCRI BED IN THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177,

NO. 175), KNOWN AS "THE ADM NI STRATI VE CODE OF 1929". THE

DI RECTOR SHALL ALSO COORDI NATE W TH THE PENNSYLVANI A PUBLI C
UTILITY COMW SSI ON AND W TH THE PENNSYLVANI A TELEPHONE UTI LI TY
OR UTILITIES | N\VOLVED FOR A TI MELY | MPLEMENTATI ON OF "911".

NOTHI NG CONTAI NED I N THI S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED, OR | S | NTENDED
TO BE CONSTRUED, TO LIMT THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE PENNSYLVAN A
PUBLI C UTI LI TY COMWM SSI ON OVER THE PENNSYLVANI A TELEPHONE
UTILITY I NVOLVED OR I N SUCH UTILITY' S PARTI CI PATION | N SAI D

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF "911".

SECTION 6. CO N TELEPHONES.

THE PENNSYLVANI A PUBLI C UTI LI TY COWM SSI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH
RULES TO BE FOLLOWNED BY THE TELEPHONE UTI LI TI ES | N PENNSYLVANI A
DESI GNED TOMRD DI RECTI NG THE PROVI SI ON OF CO N FREE DI ALI NG OF
"911" CALLS WHEREVER ECONOM CALLY PRACTI CABLE AND | N THE PUBLI C
| NTEREST.
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SECTION 7. SYSTEM | MPLEMENTATI ON.

FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT, ALL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE

NUMBER " 911" SYSTEMs SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED OR EXPANDED | N
CONSONANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE STATEW DE EMERGENCY
TELEPHONE NUMBER " 911" SYSTEM PLAN. PRELI M NARY REVI EW AND
APPROVAL PROCEDURES SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED BY THE AGENCY AS
PROVIDED IN THI S ACT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OR EXPANS|I ON OF SUCH
"911" SYSTEMS SHALL BE EFFECTED BY A PUBLI C AGENCY ONLY
SUBSEQUENT TO SUCH REVI EW AND APPROVAL FOR COVPATI BI LI TY W TH
THE STATEW DE PLAN. NOTHI NG IN THI' S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO
PROH BI T OR DI SCOURAGE THE FORMATI ON OF MULTI JURI SDI CTI ONAL OR
REG ONAL SYSTEMS, AND ANY SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S
ACT MAY | NCLUDE THE JURI SDI CTI QN, OR ANY PORTI ON THEREOF, OF
MORE THAN ONE PUBLI C AGENCY.

SECTI ON 8. COVPLI ANCE.

THE AGENCY SHALL ASSI ST ALL PUBLI C AGENCI ES I N THEI R EFFORTS
TO CARRY OUT THE I NTENT OF THI' S ACT TO I NSURE COVPLI ANCE BY SUCH

AGENCI ES W TH THE STATEW DE PLAN.
SECTI ON 9. APPROPRI ATl ON.

THE SUM OF $150, 000 | S APPROPRI ATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO

THE AGENCY TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSE OF THI S ACT. THI S
APPROPRI ATI ON SHALL BE FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR 1977-1978.
SECTI ON 10. EFFECTI VE DATE.

TH' S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MMEDI ATELY.
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