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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /2 or”
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AN ACT
Relating to the inplenentation of the energency tel ephone nunber
"911"; providing a title; providing an intent; providing for
a State plan; providing a systemdirector; providing for
t el ephone industry coordination; providing for coin tel ephone
conversion; providing for system approval; and providing an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Energency
Tel ephone Act."
Section 2. Legislative intent.
The Legi slature hereby finds and declares that it is in the
public interest to shorten the tine required for a citizen to
request and receive energency aid. There currently exi st

t housands of different enmergency phone nunbers throughout the

Commonweal th. Providing for a single, primary three-digit
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enmer gency nunber through which energency services can be quickly
and efficiently obtai ned woul d provi de a significant
contribution to | aw enforcenent and other public efforts by
making it easier to notify emergency center personnel. Such a
sinplified means of procuring enmergency services will result in
the saving of life, and reduction in the destruction of
property, and qui cker apprehension of crimnals. It is the
intent of the Legislature to establish and inplenment a cohesive
St at ewi de energency tel ephone nunber "911" plan which will
provide citizens with rapid direct access to public energency
operation centers by dialing the tel ephone nunber "911," with

t he objective of reducing the response tine to situations
requiring law enforcenent, fire, medical, rescue, and other
emer gency services.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Agency" means that el enent of the Governor's Ofice
desi gnated by the Governor to carry out the purposes of this
act .

"Local government" neans any political subdivision or any
conbi nati on or group thereof.

"Public agency" neans the State, and any city, county, city
and county, nunicipal corporation, chartered organization,
public district, or public authority located in whole or in part
within this Commonweal th which provides or has authority to
provide fire fighting, |aw enforcenent, anbul ance, nedical, or
ot her energency servi ces.

"Public safety agency” neans a functional division of a
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1 public agency which provides fire fighting, |aw enforcenent,

2 nedical, or other energency services.

3 Section 4. State plan.

4 The agency shall devel op a Statew de energency tel ephone

5 nunber "911" systemplan within 18 nonths of the effective date
6 of this act. The plan shall provide for:

7 (1) The establishnent of the public agency energency

8 t el ephone conmuni cations requirenents for each entity of

9 | ocal governnent in the State.

10 (2) A systemto neet specific |ocal governnent

11 requi renents. Such system shall include | aw enforcenent, fire
12 fighting, and energency nedi cal services, and may incl ude

13 ot her enmergency services such as poison control, suicide

14 prevention, and civil defense services.

15 (3) Identification of the nutual aid agreenents

16 necessary to obtain an effective "911" system

17 (4) A funding provision which shall identify the cost
18 necessary to inplenent the "911" system

19 (5 Afirminplenmentation schedul e which shall provide
20 for full inplenmentation of the Statew de energency tel ephone
21 nunber "911" systemw thin seven years of the effective date
22 of this act. The schedul e shall be staggered to permt
23 orderly inplenmentation and to acconmodate | ocal variances.
24 Each public agency designated in the plan shall order the
25 "911" systemfromthe tel ephone utility within three nonths
26 of the date specified in the plan for that public agency. In
27 pl aci ng such order each State agency shall conply with the
28 provi sions of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
29 known as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929," or other
30 appl i cabl e provision of law. Installation of such system
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shall be within 24 nonths after such order has been pl aced.

The agency shall be responsible for the coordination and

i npl enentation of such plan. The agency shall pronul gate any

necessary rules, regulations, and schedules related to public

agencies for inplenmenting and coordi nating such pl an.
Section 5. Systemdirector.

The head of the agency designated by the Governor to carry
out the purposes of this act is designated as the director of
t he Statew de energency tel ephone nunber "911" system and, for
t he purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act, is
authorized to coordinate the activities of the systemwth
State, county, local, and private agencies. For the purposes of
this act the director is authorized to enpl oy professional and
clerical persons, to designate a deputy systens director, to
establish an operational project team and, within the
[imtations inposed by The Adm nistrative Code of 1929 to hire
prof essi onal consultants. The director in inplenenting the
system shal |l consult, cooperate and coordinate with |ocal |aw
enf orcenent agenci es, energency nedi cal agencies, fire service
agenci es and ot her energency agenci es.
Section 6. Regional systens.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to prohibit or
di scourage the formation of rmultijurisdictional or regional
systens; and any system established pursuant to this act may
include the jurisdiction, or any portion thereof, of nore than
one public agency.
Section 7. Tel ephone industry coordination.

The director shall coordinate with the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion which shall direct the Pennsyl vania tel ephone

industry to activate facility nodification plans for a tinmely
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"911" inplenmentation.
Section 8. Coin tel ephones.

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Conmm ssion shall establish
rules to be followed by the tel ephone utilities in Pennsylvania
designed toward directing the provision of coin free dialing of
"911" calls wherever economcally practicable and in the public
interest.

Section 9. System approval.

Fromthe effective date of this act, no emergency tel ephone
nunber "911" system shall be established and no present system
shall be expanded w thout prior approval of the director.
Section 10. Conpli ance.

Al'l public agencies shall assist the agency in their efforts
to carry out the intent of this act, and such agenci es shal
conply with the devel oped pl an.

Section 11. Appropriation.

The sum of $150,000 is appropriated fromthe General Fund to
the agency to carry out the purposes of this act. This
appropriation shall be for the fiscal year 1977-1978.

Section 12. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.

L23L55JLW 19770H0072B0082 - 5 -



