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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2013 =%

I NTRODUCED BY RYAN, DECEMBER 9, 1975

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, DECEMBER 10, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), entitled "An
act consolidating and revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor
Code, the Mdtor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act and
other acts relating to the ownership, possession and use of
vehicles and tractors,” providing for the issuance of limted
operators' licenses in certain cases; establishing a
conmmi ssion; providing penalties and nmaki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), known
as "The Vehicle Code," is anended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 619. 4. Limted Operators' Licenses.--(a) Wienever a

person is notified by the secretary that his operator's |icense

is suspended he may nake application for a limted |license which

shal |l be acconpanied by a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00),

or such greater fee as the limted |license conm ssi on shal

deterni ne, and satisfactory proof of financial responsibility.

Al fees collected pursuant to this section shall be

deposited to the credit of the Mbtor License Fund.

(b) No license shall be granted unless it is shown that an

operator's license is needed (i) for the purpose of carryi ng on
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an occupation, trade or profession which nmakes it essential that

he operate a notor vehicle, or (ii) for the purpose of obtaining

medi cal care, or (iii) for the purpose of obtaining basic

nutriti onal needs where access thereto i s not reasonably

avai | abl e without the use of a notor vehicle.

(c) A person shall be eligible for only one (1) limted

license in any two (2) year period.

(d) No person whose |icense has been revoked and no person

whose | i cense has been suspended pursuant to section 624.1 shal

be eligible for alinmted |license.

(e) The Limted License Conm ssion, herein called the

commi ssion, is established as a departnental comm ssion in the

Departnment of Transportati on. The conm ssion shall consi st of

three (3) menbers, one (1) of whom shall be the Secretary of

Transportati on or his desi gnee. The other two (2) nenbers shal

be appoi nted by the Governor with the advi ce and consent of the

Senate and whose sal aries shall be fixed by the Executi ve Board.

Each person appoi nted shall serve at the pleasure of the

appoi nti ng power. Subject to the approval of the Executive Board

t he conm ssion shall have the power and the duty to appoi nt such

nunber of limted |license exanminers as it deens necessary to

carry out the provisions of this section. The exanm ners so

appoi nted shall be in classified service under the Cvil Service

Act. The Executive Board shall fix the salaries of the

exanm ners. The conmi ssi on shall designate those | ocati ons where

the exam ners shall sit which | ocations shall be | ocated

t hr oughout the Conmpbnweal th. The conmi ssion shall pronul gate

rules and requl ati ons in accordance with law relating to the

conduct of the hearings and such other matters as nay be

necessary to carry out the intent of this section. Applications
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for limted |licenses shall be submtted to the conm ssi on, who,

after making a deternmination that the applicant is eligible to

apply, shall assign the case to an exanm ner | ocated as cl ose as

possi ble to the applicant's resi dence and the conm ssi on shal

direct the exam ner to hold a heari ng as soon as possi bl e. Upon

assi gni ng the case the conm ssion shall notify the secretary

that a heari ng has been granted and thereupon the secretary

shall hold the suspension in abeyance and so notify the

() The limted |icense exam ner shall, upon recei pt of

notification by the conm ssion, imediately notify the appli cant

of the tine and place of the hearing. At the hearing the

applicant may be represented by counsel and nmay present

testi nony concerning his need for alimted |license. Notes of

testi nony shall be taken and the exani ner shall render a

deci sion as to whether or not the notes shall be reduced to

witing and filed of record. Strict rules of evidence need not

be conplied with at the heari ng.

(g) Wthin five (5) days after hearing the testinony the

exam ner shall forward to the conmission for its action, his

reconmendation to deny the applicant a linmited |license or to

grant a limted license with any restrictions thereon that he

may deem appropriate. The conm ssion shall not grant nor shal

an exan ner recommend that an applicant be granted a |linted

|i cense whenever it is found upon sufficient evidence that such

applicant's |license was suspended under circunstances in which

t he applicant di spl ayed reckl ess, wilful and wanton di sregard

for the safety of others or operated his vehicle in a grossly

negligent manner. |If the conm ssion grants the applicant a

limted |license the restrictions shall be noted on the sane and
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it shall be valid for the period of the suspensi on unl ess

otherwi se noted. In granting a linited |license the conni ssi on

may require the operator to attend an approved dri ver

i mprovenent school or require himto attend a clinic or any

conbi nation of the two. If alimted license is granted the

commi ssion shall imediately notify the secretary of its action.

(h) Any applicant who is denied a limted |license under the

provi sions of this section shall have the right to file a

petition, within thirty (30) days thereafter, for a heari ng on

the matter in the court of conmmon pleas of the county in which

the applicant resides. The Commonweal th shall al so have the

right to appeal the decisions of alinmted |icense conm ssion.

Such courts are hereby vested with jurisdiction, and it shall be

their duty, to set the matter down for hearing upon thirty (30)

days' witten notice to the comm ssion and the applicant, and

t her eupon to take testi nbny and exanine into the facts of the

case, and to deternm ne whether the applicant shall be granted a

limted |license.

(i) |If any person operates a notor vehicle or tractor in

violation of the restrictions of a limted |icense as provi ded

by this section, the secretary shall suspend the operating

privil eges of such person for a period twice as |long as the

ori gi nal suspensi on during which period such person shall not be

eligible to apply for a limted operator's license. |If any

person i s convicted of any violation to which the point system

of section 619.1 of this act applies, while operati ng a notor

vehicle or tractor under the provisions of this section, the

secretary shall inmedi ately revoke such operator's limted

i cense.

Section 2. The sum of $125,000, or as nmuch thereof as may be
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1 necessary, is hereby appropriated out of the Mdtor License Fund
2 for the purpose of funding this comm ssion.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect February 1, 1976.
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