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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1956 *un”

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. GREEN, PRATT, COLE, Di CARLO, M LLI RON,

STAPLETON, GARZI A, BERLIN, I RVIS, GREENFIELD, RHODES

FI NEMAN, MYERS, RI TTER, DeMEDI O PYLES, TRELLO, HOPKI NS,
COHEN, G LLESPIE, LEDERER, M| NTYRE, WOIDAK, COWELL,

O DONNELL, FLAHERTY, ZEARFCOSS, BENNETT, USTYNGOSKI AND
MRS. KERNI CK, NOVEMBER 25, 1975

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JUNE 14, 1976

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 30, 1937 (P.L.115, No.40), entitled

"An act to provide for the permanent personal registration of
electors in cities of the first class as a condition of their
right to vote at elections and primaries, and their
enrol | ment as nenbers of political parties as a further
condition of their right to vote at primaries; prescribing
certain procedure for the conduct of elections and prinmaries
and the chal |l enge and proof of qualifications of electors;
and prescribing the powers and duties of citizens, parties,
bodi es of electors, registration comm ssions, conm ssioners,
regi strars, inspectors of registration and ot her appoi ntees
of registration conm ssion, election officers, nunicipal

of ficers, departnents and bureaus, police officers, courts,

j udges, prothonotaries, sheriffs, county conmm ssioners, peace
of ficers, county treasurers, county controllers, registrars
of vital statistics, real estate brokers, rental agents,
certain public service conpanies, persons, firms, and
corporations operating vehicles for noving furniture and
househol d goods, and boards of school directors; and inposing
penalties,” further providing for registration, for the
nunber and conpensation of el ection conmm ssioners, for the
appoi ntment, conpensati on and duties of enployes and counsel
of the comm ssion, for voter registrars, for periods of
registration, for penalties and for acts perforned on Sundays
and holidays; and changing witness fees and the age for

regi stration.
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3, act of March 30, 1937 (P.L.115,

No. 40), known as "The First Class City Pernmanent Regi stration
Act," subsection (e) anended July 26, 1961 (P.L.917, No.397), is
amended to read:

Section 3. Registration Conm ssion; Menbership, Bipartisan;
Term of O fice; Vacancies; Renoval; Conpensation; Chairman;
Secretary; Action by Vote of Majority of Menbers; Record of
Proceedi ngs; Annual Report. --

(a) There shall be a registration comm ssion in and for each
city of the first class, which comm ssion shall have
jurisdiction over the registration of electors of such city
under the provisions of this act.

(b) [The registration comm ssion shall consist of five
conmm ssioners, who shall be qualified electors of the city, not
nore than three of whomshall be enrolled nmenbers of the sane
political party, who shall be appointed by the Governor, wth
t he advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold office for
terms of four years, or until their successors qualify, unless
sooner renoved or otherw se disqualified: Provided, however,
That the terns of office of the conm ssioners, first appointed
by the Governor under this act, shall conmence upon the date of
t heir appointnment, and shall expire on the first Monday of
January, one thousand nine hundred and forty-one. Upon the
appoi ntment by the Governor of the registration comm ssion for
any such city, the terns of office of the existing registration
conmmi ssi on or conm ssioners of any such city shall term nate.]

The regi strati on conm ssion shall consist of the three el ected

city conmm ssioners of a city of the first class, who shall be

elected for a termof four years, in the year that the nmayor is
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el ected and a vacancy in the office shall be filled in the

manner provided by city ordinance, in the sane nanner that a

vacancy in the office of city conm ssioner is fill ed.

[(c) The Governor shall fill any vacancy in any such
comm ssion within ten days after the vacancy shall occur by
appointing a qualified elector of the city to hold office during
the remai nder of the termof the comm ssioner whose place shal
have becone vacant.

(d) The Governor nay, at any tinme, renbve any conm Ssioner
for cause, and may appoint a duly qualified elector of the city
as his successor for the renmainder of his term]

(e) [Each comm ssioner shall receive conpensation at the
rate of twelve thousand dollars per annum except the chairman
who shall receive twelve thousand five hundred dollars per

annum] The reqgistration conm ssioner shall receive the salary

set for the city conm ssioner by city ordi nance, and shal

receive no additional salary for service as the regi strati on

conmi Ssi oner .

[(f) As soon after their appointnent as may be, the nenbers
of each comm ssion shall take the oath of office required by the
Constitution of this Comonweal th, and shall organize by
selecting fromtheir nunber a chairman and a secretary, who
shall not be nmenbers of the sane political party.]

(g) Al actions of a conm ssion shall be decided by a
majority vote of all nenbers, except as nay be ot herw se
provi ded herein.

(h) Each comm ssion shall keep a record, in permanent form
of all its proceedings, and shall nake an annual witten report
to the [Governor] city.

Section 2. Subsection (b) of section 4 and sections 5 and 6

19750H1956B3479 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

of the act, anmended July 31, 1941 (P.L.710, No.279), are anended
to read:

Section 4. Powers of Comm ssions; Regul ations; Enforcenent;
Correction of Errors or Irregularities; Cancellation of
Regi stration; Powers of Conm ssioners. --

* %

(b) The conm ssion shall have power to correct, direct or
permt the correction of any error or any irregularity in
regi stration, to change or permt the change on the registration
affidavits and its records of the nane of any registered el ector
changed by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction or by
reason of her marriage or divorce, and to cancel the
regi stration of any person whomit may find to be inproperly
regi stered, and to cancel the party enrol |l nent of any registered
el ector whomit may find to be inproperly enrolled as a nenber
of a party, subject only to the provisions of this act, and
provi ded that notice in witing shall be given to, or left at
t he address of, each person whose registration or enrollnent is
cancel led. Notice in witing of the cancellation of the
regi stration or party enrollnment of any elector, as well as
notice of the serving of any paper upon or left at the address
of any elector with respect to his right to be registered or

official application reqgistration card, shall be sent pronptly

to the city chairman of the party of which such person was or
may be registered as a nenber, if such party has headquarters
within the city known to the comm ssion.

* x *

Section 5. Enployes, Registrars, Inspectors of Registration;

Duties; Appointnent. --

19750H1956B3479 - 4 -
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(a) The conm ssion shall have power to appoint such
assistants, clerks and enpl oyes (including inspectors) as, from
time to tine, it my deem necessary to carry out the provisions
of this act. The conmm ssion shall also have power to assign such
of its assistants, enployes or clerks to act as registrars, who
shall not receive any additional conpensation therefor, at its
office or offices as it may, fromtine to time, deem necessary,
and when so acting, such assistants, enployes or clerks shall
have and nay exercise the powers, and shall performthe duties
and obligations conferred by, or in accordance with, the | aw
upon registrars.

(b) The conm ssion in each year shall designate the place or
pl aces in each or any ward to be used as registration places,
and shall appoint two or nore registrars for each such
registration place as it may deem necessary. Not nore than one-
hal f of the nunber of registrars appointed for each registration
pl ace in each year shall be nmenbers of the sanme political party.
Al'l registrars appointed shall be qualified electors of the
el ection district or ward for which they have been appoi nted,
shall be of good noral character, shall not have been convi cted
of any crine, shall be able to read English in an intelligent
manner, and to wite legibly, and shall be famliar with
qualifications of electors and duties of the registrars. Such
registrars shall be enpowered to register the qualified electors
of such elections districts or wards, and in so doing, to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations, and shall performall other
duties inposed on registrars by this act and by the registration

commi ssion. Nothing in this section shall prevent any reqi strar

fromserving as a reqgistrar in any ward or any division of the

city, nor shall it prevent the conmm ssion from assi gni ngq any
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regi strar to regi ster voters in any ward or division of the

city.
Each registrar shall receive [as] such conpensation [ten

dollars ($10.00)] as is set by the conm ssion for each day

during which he is engaged in the active performance of his
duties as registrar. The conm ssion shall designate the duties
to be perforned by each such registrar appointed by it. The said
regi strars shall be appointed in the manner as hereinafter
provi ded in subsection (c) of this section.
(c) In each year, at such tine as shall be determ ned by the
commi ssion, of which at |east fifteen days' notice shall be
publicly given, the city chairman of the party having polled the
hi ghest vote in the [city] STATE at the |ast preceding <—

[ Novenber] election IN WH CH THE GOVERNCR WAS ELECTED and t he <—

city chairman of the party having polled the second highest vote
in the [city] STATE at such election may file with the <—
comm ssion a witten |list of names of nenbers of said party whom
such chai rman recommends for appointnment as registrars at the
said registration places. Such lists shall contain the nane,
address, qualifications and occupati on of each person so
recommended and shall be open to public inspection in the office
of the comm ssion. The conm ssion shall appoint persons whose
names appear on such list as the registrars representing such
parties. If nore candi dates are recomrended by the chairman of
any such party then it is entitled to have appointed, the

commi ssi on shall appoint those candi dates fromthe names
appearing on such [ist whomthe conm ssion finds to be qualified
in accordance with the provisions of clause (b) of this section,

and if there are not sufficient candidates qualified to serve

recommended by any city chairman, the comm ssion may appoi nt
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such ot her persons whom the conm ssion believes qualified.

(d) Should any vacancy occur in the office of registrar of
any registration place in any year, by reason of death,
resignation, renoval fromthe district or ward, or other cause,
the comm ssion shall fill said vacancy by appointing an el ector
of the district or ward, as the case may be, who is qualified
according to subsection (b) of this section, and who is a
regi stered and enrolled nmenber of the sane political party as
the registrar or registrars whose office was vacated. The
appoi ntment shall be nmade in |ike manner as the annual
appoi ntnments of registrars, as provided by this act.

(e) No registrar or inspector of registration shall exercise
any power of his office, nor shall any enpl oye assigned by the
conmmi ssion to act as registrar at any office of the comm ssion
so act, until he shall have taken an oath of office, which the
commi ssion shall prescribe, and shall have received fromthe
commi ssion a certificate of appointnent, setting forth his nane
and address, the date of his appointnent, and the length of tine
for which he shall have been appointed.

(f) Each comm ssion may appoint [a chief clerk, at a
conpensati on not exceeding four thousand dollars ($4,000) per
annum who shall have authority to adm nister oaths, sign
vouchers, and register persons who are qualified and who appear
at the office of the conm ssion, as herein provided;, tw (2)
assistant clerks, each at a salary of not over two thousand
dol lars ($2,000) per annun a chief record clerk at a salary of
not over twenty-four hundred dollars ($2,400) per annum a
st enogr apher (who may act as clerk) at a salary of not over
ei ghteen hundred dollars ($1,800) per annum a chief inspector

at a salary of not over twenty-two hundred dollars ($2,200) per
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annum two custodians of the records, to guard the sane while
they are open to public inspection, each of whom shall receive
not nore than fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) per annum a
nmessenger who shall receive not nore than twelve hundred dollars
($1, 200) per annum such stenographers, as they nay deem
necessary, conpetent to take notes of testinony, at a
conpensation not to exceed ten dollars ($10.00) per diemfor the
time actually enployed at hearings before the comm ssion; and as
many cl erks, stenographers, and inspectors as they nay deem
necessary, fromtine to tinme, at a conpensation not exceedi ng
six dollars ($6.00) per diemfor the tine actually enpl oyed.]

such enpl oyes as they deem necessary to performthe functions of

the office, and to reqgister the voters of the city, and each

enpl oye shall be paid conpensati on as set by the conm ssi on.

(g) The registration conm ssion shall have the power to
remove any enpl oye, inspector, registrar or other officer
appoi nted or enployed by it, but no registrar appointed by the
commi ssi on under the provisions of clause (c) of this section
shall be renoved, except for cause.

(h) Any inspector of registration, on his own notion or on
conpl aint of any person to him may and when directed by the
conmi ssi on, shall--

1. |Investigate all questions relating to the registration of
el ectors in such city, and, for that purpose, shall have power
to enter and inspect any house, dwelling, building, inn,
| odgi ng- house or hotel within such city, and to interrogate any
i nmat e, househol der, | odger, |essee, keeper, caretaker, owner,
proprietor, or agent thereof or therein, regarding any person or
persons residing or claimng to reside thereat or therein

wi t hout being required to show any warrant for so doi ng except
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his certificate of appointnent.

2. Inspect and copy any register of |odgers in any | odging-
house, inn or hotel relating to or affecting the rights of any
persons to vote or to be registered in any such city.

3. Arrest any person w thout warrant, except any herein
privileged fromsuch arrest, who, in the presence of the
i nspector of registration, violates, or attenpts to violate, any
of the provisions of this act, when such violation is punishable
as a crine.

4. Call on any police or peace officer of such city to
assi st the inspector of registration in the mai ntenance of peace
at any place of registration, or in nmaking any arrest, or in the
per formance of any of his duties.

5. Distribute official registrati on application cards to

potenti al el ectors.

Section 6. Renoval of Registrars; Voter Registration in Each

Ward.--(a) Any qualified elector of the city may appear before
t he comm ssion and show wherei n any person appointed as a
regi strar under the provisions of clauses (b) and (c) of section
five of this act does not possess the qualifications requisite
for the performance of the duties of his office, or has violated
the provisions of this act. If, after public hearing, the
commi ssion shall find the charges brought by such elector to be
true, the conm ssion shall decline to appoint such person, or
remove such registrar

(b) The [comm ssioners] conm ssion shall provide [a board of
registrars for each ward or district place of registration so
appoi nted not nore than one-half of whom shall be of the sane

party. If it appears at any tinme that by reason of a change in

political affiliation or because of error in appointnment a board
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is not so divided, any ten registered electors of such ward or
district may file a petition with the conm ssioners, setting
forth the facts, and praying that one or nore of the

appoi ntments may be revoked, and that other appointnments may be
made. Upon presentation of such a petition, one of the

comm ssioners shall fix a tinme, not |ess than five days
thereafter, and at |east three days' notice shall be given by
mail to all the registrars of such board, who are alleged to be
of the same party, when a public hearing shall be given al
concerned, and if the facts are then found to be as represented,
t he comm ssioners shall grant the relief prayed for] for voter

regi stration in each ward of the city during the periods and

tinmes provided for in section 17.

Section 3. Section 7 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 7. Counsel; Conpensation; Duties.--The comr ssion

may enpl oy [special] counsel at a conpensation not exceedi ng

[three thousand dollars] fifteen thousand dollars per annum
Such counsel shall advise the commission fromtine to tine
regarding its powers and duties and the rights of electors, and
concerning the best methods of |egal procedure for carrying out
t he various provisions of this act, and shall appear for and
represent the comm ssion on all appeals taken fromits decisions
or orders to a court of common pleas, as herein provided.

Section 4. Sections 8 and 13 of the act, anended July 31,
1941 (P.L.710, No.279), are anended to read:

Section 8. Appropriations; Unexpended Bal ances of
Appropriations.--(a) The appropriating authorities of the city
shal |l appropriate annually, and fromtine to tinme, the funds
that shall be necessary for the naintenance and operation of the

commi ssion and the carrying out of the provisions of this act,
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therein including the paynent of the conpensation of the
commi ssi oners, counsel, and a sufficient nunber of registrars,

i nspectors of registration and other assistants and enpl oyes,
and the fees of witnesses, as herein provided, and |Iikew se for
preparing, in accordance with the direction of the conm ssion,
securing and distributing, or receiving and preserving, al

street lists, registration cards, official non personal voter

regi strati on application cards, affidavits, vouchers, notices,

account books, stationery and ot her supplies which the
commi ssion shall consider necessary for the purpose of this act,
and for all other necessary expenses.

(b) The appropriating authorities of the city shall provide
the comm ssion thereof with suitable and adequate main offices,
properly furnished, for keeping its records, holding its public
sessions, and otherwi se performng its duties, and such ot her
offices which it may fromtinme to tinme [during the period of <—
ni nety days preceding any election] deemit advisable to <—
establish for the convenience of the electors in exercising
their rights, powers and functions and performng their duties
her eunder, and upon failure to do so, the conm ssion nmay | ease
such office space for its main office as is reasonably required
for the performance of the functions and duties under this act.

(c) Any unexpended bal ances of any appropriations heretofore
made by the appropriating authorities of the city for the
pur pose of carrying out any provision of any existing
regi stration act, or the amendnents thereto, shall be
transferred to and nade avail able for the comm ssion hereby
created or constituted, for the expense of carrying out the
provisions of this act, and all noneys required in addition to

any original appropriation in the current year, or any other
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year, if it shall appear that extra sunms are needed.

(d) The conmi ssion nmay accept and use in the performance of

their duties funds received fromthe Federal Governnent, the

Commonweal th, or any other source.

Section 13. Records and Docunents to Be Open to Public
I nspection.--The records of the comm ssion, and all district
regi sters, street lists, voting check lists, voters'

certificates, affidavits, official non personal voter

regi stration application cards, petitions, appeals, wtness

lists, accounts, contracts, reports, and other docunents in its
cust ody, except the general registers, shall be open to public

i nspection, except as herein provided, and may be i nspected and
copied by any qualified elector of the city during ordinary

busi ness hours, except when they are necessarily being used by
the comm ssion or its enployes having duties to performin
reference thereto, or when such inspection or copying shal
unreasonably interfere with the proper and efficient performance
of the duties and exercise of the functions of the conm ssion or
its enployes in administering this act. Such public inspection

t hereof shall only be in the presence of a conm ssioner or an
aut hori zed enpl oye of the comm ssion, and shall be subject to
proper regul ation for safekeeping of the records and docunents

and subject to the further provisions of this act. The records

and docunents of the conm ssion open to i nspection by the public

shall not be used for commercial or inproper purposes. UPON

REQUEST OF A QUALIFIED ELECTOR, A PHOTOCOPY OF THE RECORD SHALL

BE_PROVI DED AT COST.

Section 5. Section 17 of the act, anended July 31, 1941
(P.L.710, No.279) and March 26, 1973 (P.L.9, No.3), is anended

to read:
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Section 17. Days and Hours of Registration; Places of
Regi stration; Use of Polling Places; Paynents of Rentals; Use of
School Buil dings; Public Notice.--
(a) The conm ssion, or any conmi ssioner, enploye or clerk
assigned for that purpose shall at the main office of the
commi ssion, during ordinary business hours, and during such
addi tional hours as the comm ssion shall fromtine to tinme
prescri be, on each day, and on such days and during such hours
as the comm ssion may fromtinme to tinme designate at other
offices in the city which the comm ssion shall fromtinme to tine
have power to establish and discontinue, [except Sundays,
hol i days,] the days hereinafter provided for the registration of
el ectors in the districts or wards, the day of each el ection and
each primary, the thirty days next precedi ng each general,
muni ci pal and primary election, [and the thirty days next <—
foll ow ng each election and the five days next follow ng each
primary,] receive personal applications from persons who claim <—
that they are entitled to be registered as electors of the city
and who appear for registration: Provided, however, That in case
of a special election within a certain district (congressional,
senatorial or representative), held on a day other than the day
of a primary, general or nunicipal election, the registration of
el ectors shall be discontinued in the wards conprising such
district for the period of [thirty-five] thirty days prior to
[and the five days next follow ng] such special election. In <—
each year the conm ssion nay al so, when it considers it
necessary for the convenience of the electors, provide one or
nore places of registration in each or any ward of the city, at
which two or nore registrars, as the conm ssion nmay deem

necessary, shall be present to receive personal applications
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fromqualified electors of the city who claimthat they are
entitled to be registered, which registrars shall be present
t hereat [between the hours of seven anteneridian and one
postmeri di an, and between the hours of four and ten

postmeridian] during the hours specified by the commi ssion and

on such days as nay be selected by the comm ssion, which shal

be [not nore than sixty days, and] not less than thirty days,
prior to any general, nunicipal or primary election: Provided,
further, however, That with respect to any person who shal
beconme a citizen of the United States on a day subsequent to the
sixtieth day prior to any election or primary, but at |east one
nmonth prior to the day of such election or primary, the

conmmi ssi on or any conmm ssioner, enploye or clerk assigned for

t hat purpose shall receive personal applications from such
person if he or she is otherwise qualified at the office of the
regi stration comm ssion until the thirtieth day prior to such

el ection or primary during ordinary business hours [except
Sundays, holidays and] on the days herei nbefore provided for the
registration of electors in the districts or wards.

(b) The conm ssioners in charge of elections shall cause any
polling place to be open, in proper order for use, as a place of
regi stration, on each day when such polling place may be desired
by the registration conm ssion for use as a place of
regi stration; and the appropriating authorities of the county
shall provide for the paynent of all rentals for such polling
pl aces and ot her places of registration.

(c) The board of public education or school directors of
each school district shall furnish suitable space, room or roons
in any public school building under its jurisdiction or control,

and shall cause such space, roomor roons to be open and in
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proper order for use as a place of registration on each day when
such room or roons may be desired by the registration conm ssion
for use as a place of registration: Provided, That such use
shall not interfere with instruction for the conduct of which
such board of public education or school directors shall be
responsi bl e.

(d) The proper city or county authorities shall furnish
suitabl e space, roomor roons in the city hall or any of its
annexes or other rmunicipal or county building under their
jurisdiction or control, and shall cause such space, room or
roons to be open on each day when such space, room or roons nmay
be desired by the conmi ssion for use as a place of registration
or as an office of the conm ssion: Provided, That such use shal
not interfere with the use for which such roomor roons is
primarily designed.

(e) The conmm ssion shall in reasonable tinme publicly
announce the address of each place of registration, each office
of the comm ssion established for the registration of electors
other than its main office, and the days and hours when the
pl ace or office shall be open for the registration of electors,
by posting thereat and at its main office a notice thereof and
[at | east five placards or notices thereof in conspicuous places
i n the nei ghborhood of such place of registration or office,
and] by such other nmeans as it shall deem advi sabl e.

Section 6. Section 18 of the act is repeal ed.

Section 7. Subsection (a) of section 19 of the act, anended
August 1, 1941 (P.L.702, No.277) and July 30, 1941 (P.L. 710,

No. 279), is anended to read:
Section 19. Registration Cards; Preparation and

Distribution.--(a) For the purpose of registering the qualified
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el ectors of the city, the comm ssion shall prepare registration
cards, serially nunbered, in duplicate or triplicate, as the
conmmi ssion nmay determ ne, and contai ning spaces for entering the
information required by section twenty and twenty and one-tenth
of this act, and either the follow ng affidavit or the affidavit
prescribed in section twenty and one-tenth, as the case may be:
REG STRATI ON AFFI DAVI T
State of Pennsylvani a
SS:

County of

| hereby swear, or affirm that | ama citizen of the United
States, that on the day of the next election | shall be at |east
[twenty-one] eighteen years of age, and shall have resided
in the State of Pennsylvania [for one year (or, having

previously been a qualified elector or a native born citizen of

the State and having renpved and returned, then six nonths) next

preceding said election] thirty days and in the el ection

district [two nonths] thirty days, that | amlegally

qualified to vote, that | have read (or have had read to ne) the
foregoi ng statenents nade in connection with ny registration
and that they are true and correct.

Subscri bed and sworn to before me this ............ ... ........

(Signature of Registrar or Person Authorized to act as
Regi strar)

Si gnature of Voter

* * %

Section 8. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

19750H1956B3479 - 16 -



Section 19.1. Oficial Non Personal Voter Regi stration

Application Cards; Preparations and Di stribution.--

(a) For the purpose of enabling qualified el ectors of each

city of the first class to register to vote, the Secretary of

the Commonweal th shall cause to be prepared and printed at the

expense of the Commonweal th, non personal voter reqgi stration

application cards contai ni ng spaces for entering the i nfornmation

requi red by sections 20, 20.1 and 20.2 of this act. The form

shall be a BIFOLD self mmil er so desi gned as to preserve the <—

confidentiality of the information required to be subnitted by

the regi strant. Fhe-termshalt—be sertablby—nunbered-en—the <—

that the applicationcard has beenreceived— The form shall al so

be designed in order to require the applicant to affix two

si gnatures, one signature to be affi xed under the decl arati on of

the applicant and the other signature on a renovabl e | abel or

other device to be affi xed under the information required of the

applicant. In addition, the formshall include a detachabl e

porti on on which the reqgistrant shall print his nane, present

resi denti al address, postal designation and zip code. Such

portion shall include on the reverse side, printed notification

to the regi strant that his applicati on form has been recei ved

and i s being processed by the county regi strati on conm ssi on.

Such notification shall be sent within three days fromrecei pt

thereof, by first class non-forwardable nmail, return postage
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guaranteed, with all postage costs to be paid by the State.

THE SECRETARY OF THE COMVONVWEALTH MAY ALSO CAUSE TO BE <—

PRI NTED BI LI NGUAL FORMS FOR USE COF APPLI CANTS I N THOSE

JURI SDI CTI ONS WHEREIN THERE IS A SINGLE LANGUAGE M NORITY AND

SHALL CAUSE SUCH BI LI NGUAL FORMS TO BE PRINTED IN THOSE

JURI SDI CTI ONS WHEREI'N A SI NGLE LANGUAGE M NORI TY EXCEEDS FI VE

PERCENT AND I N SUCH JURI SDI CTI ON SHALL CAUSE A PUBLI C

EDUCATI ONAL _PROGRAM TO BE CONDUCTED AMONG THAT LANGUAGE GROUP

ALERTI NG BOTH ORGANI ZATI ONS AND | NDI VI DUALS OF THAT GROUP_CF THE

AVAI LABI LI TY OF SUCH FORVMSG AND ENCOURAG NG UNREGE STERED VOTERS

TO REGQ STER.
The form shall ineludesuch otherinformationasthe <—

alse contain the follow ng i nformati on:

(1) Notice that those currently regi stered do not need to

rereqgi ster unl ess they have noved or failed to vote at | east

once during the i nmedi ately precedi ng two cal endar vyears.

(2) Notice of aregistrant's right to also reqgister in

(3) Instructions on howto fill out and submt the

application card and that the card nust be recei ved by the

appropriate county reqi stration conmi ssion at |east thirty days

prior to the ensuing prinmary or el ection at which the appli cant

may offer to vote.

(4) Notice that the reqgistrant nust be a citizen of the

United States for at | east one nonth, a resident of

Pennsyl vani a, the county and the el ection district for at | east

thirty days, and nust be ei ghteen years old on or before the day

follow ng the ensuing primary or el ection at which the

regi strant offers to vote.
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{(6) (5) Notice that political party enrollnent i s nandatory <—

to vote in a prinary election of a political party.

A (6) Notice that the voter notification stub fromthe <—

application card formw ||l be mail ed non-forwardabl e and

advi sing the regi strant to contact the county regi strati on

commi ssion in the event such notification stub is not recei ved

within ten days fromthe date the application is sent to the

county board of el ections.

{8y (7) Information designating the nane of each county seat <—

together with its post office nmailing address and zi p code and

t el ephone nunber

{9 (8) Notice that registrati on OR enrol |l nent er—transfer <—

is not conplete until the application card i s processed, and

accepted by the conmi ssi on.

10 (9) A warning to the reqgistrant that the State penalty <—

for making a false reqgistration or furni shing false i nformati on

shall be perjury puni shable by fine of one thousand doll ars

($1, 000) and/or five years inprisonnent, plus | oss of suffrage

for ten vyears.

{11 (10) Instructions to Federal or State enpl oyes who wi sh <—

to retain voting residence in the county of | ast resi dence to so

i ndi cate on the application form

(11) A NOTI CE THAT THE TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE REG STRANT <—

MAY BE | NSERTED I N A PLACE PROVI DED THEREFORE.

(b) The Secretary of the Commpbnweal th shall supply such

official registration application forns to all county

regi strati on conm ssi ons, who shall supply forns when requested
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hile | . bt  al I : Ld ‘o

any person, and to all Federal, State, county, | ocal

governnental and school district offices, to all political

parties, political bodies, candi dates, organi zed bodi es of

citizens, community service organi zati ons, | eagues of wonen

voters, postnasters of all post offices and to any ciVic,

reliqgious, educational, fraternal, |abor, news-nedia, charitable

or busi ness organi zations interested therein. In addition, the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th shall request the proper

governnental agency to nake an official registrati on application

card available to all persons applying for or changi ng address

for driver's license, library cards, senior citizen

transportati on passes, entry to all schools and institutions of

hi gher education. Furthernore, the Secretary of the Commbnweal t h

may provi de technical assi stance to county regi strati on

conmmi ssi ons upon request and shall contract with the United

States Postal Service for the paynent of all postage costs for

the transmttal of said official reqgistrati on applicati on cards

to the regi strati on conm ssion by the regi strant and the

transmttal of the notification receipt formto the regqgistrant

by the regi strati on conm ssi on.

Section 9. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 20 of the act,
subsection (a) amended Septenber 19, 1961 (P.L.1493, No.636),
and subsection (b) amended July 31, 1941 (P.L.710, No.279), are
amended to read:

Section 20. Manner of Registration.--(a) Every person
claimng the right to be registered as an el ector [nust] may
appear in person before the comm ssion, a conmm ssioner, a clerk
or enploye of the comm ssion acting as registrar or a registrar

at the main office of the comm ssion, or at such other office or

19750H1956B3479 - 20 -



1 place as the comm ssion shall have designated, and answer the

2 questions required to be asked in accordance with this act or

3 nmay register in any other manner provided by this act.

4 [Every person claimng the right to be registered as an

5 elector who is physically disabled so that he cannot appear in
6 person to be registered nmay request, in witing, that the

7 registration comm ssion send a registrar to the residence of

8 such person for the purpose of registering such person in the

9 sane manner as required by |aw of other persons appearing for
10 registration. The letter requesting such registration shall be
11 acconpani ed by a statenent of the physician attendi ng such

12 person, stating that such person is physically disabled to the
13 extent that such person is unable to appear at any of the

14 established places for registration. Upon receipt by the

15 registration comm ssion of such a letter duly acconpani ed by the
16 required physician's statenment, the registration conm ssion

17 shall direct one of its registrars to go to the residence of

18 such disabl ed person and register himor her, as the case may
19 be.]
20 (b) [He] When registering in person, he shall first be sworn
21 or affirmed to the truth of the statenents which he is about to
22 make, and infornmed that any wilful false statement wl|
23 constitute perjury and will be punishable as such. He then shal
24 be asked to state the facts required herein, and his answers,
25 together with the other information herein required, shall be
26 recorded in his presence by the registrar or by the person
27 authorized to act as a registrar or conmm ssion, in pernanent
28 witing or typewiting, in triplicate or duplicate, as the
29 comm ssion may determne, in the proper spaces on the

30 registration cards, as follows:
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* * %

Section 10. Section 20.1 of the act, added August 1, 1941
(P.L.702, No.277), and anmended August 14, 1963 (P.L.900,

No. 432), is anended to read:

Section 20.1. Manner of Registration by Persons in Mlitary
Service, Persons in the Merchant Marine, Persons in Religious
and Wl fare G oups Oficially Attached to and Serving with the
Armed Forces and Civilian Federal Personnel Overseas and their
Spouses and Dependents.--In addition to any other nmethod herein
provi ded, the foll owi ng persons may al so be registered in the
manner hereinafter set forth under this section: (1) any person
in mlitary service, his spouse and dependents; or (2) any
person in the Merchant Marine, his spouse and dependents; or (3)
any person in religious and wel fare groups officially attached
to and serving with the Arned Forces, his spouse and dependents
or (4) any person who is a civilian enploye of the United States
outside the territorial limts of the several states of the
United States and the District of Colunbia, whether or not such
person is subject to the civil service laws and the
Cl assification Act of 1949 and whether or not paid fromfunds
appropriated by the Congress, his spouse and dependents.

(a) He may [nmake application] submt to the comm ssion [for

a registration card] an official registration application card,

the formof which shall be determ ned and prescri bed by the

Secretary of the Commonweal th. The comm ssion is hereby

authorized to consider a request for an absentee ballot from any

person enunerated in this section as [an application for a

registration card] a request for an official reqgistration

application card and to cause to be forwarded to any such

person, together with his absentee ballot and balloting
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material, [a registration card, in duplicate] an official

regi stration application card, to be conpleted and [sworn to or

affirmed] the declaration signed prior to or concurrently with

the time of voting the absentee ballot: Provided, however, That
t he envel ope contai ni ng such executed [duplicate] official
registration [cards shall bear a postmark no |later than the day
of the primary or election for which the absentee ballot is

bei ng voted and] application card shall be received at the

of fice of the conmi ssion no later than the | ast date [as]

provi ded by law for the [canvassing] return of absentee ball ots.

(b) The official registration application card shall require

the statenment of, and shall provide sufficient space for the
following information: (1) The surname of the applicant, (2) his
Christian nane or names, [(3) his civilian occupation, if any,] <—
(4) the street or road and nunber, if any, of his honme residence

and the date of |eaving sanme, provided that in the event that

there is no street address, the applicant nust |ist the nearest

cross street or road, (5) if his residence was a portion only of

a house, the location or nunber of the room or roomns, apartnent,
flat or floor which he occupied, (6) the date his residence
began at the place which is his honme residence, (7) his hone
resi dence address when he | ast registered and the year of such
regi stration, including any forner registration under any ot her
surname, (8) the sex of the applicant, (9) the color of the
applicant, (10) the state or territory of the United States or
the foreign country where he was born, [(11) the date when, <—
pl ace where, and the court by which naturalized, and the nunber
of the naturalization certificate, (12) if not naturalized
personal Iy, the nane of father, nother or husband through whom

naturalized,] (13) whether he is unable by reason of illiteracy <—
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to read the nanmes on the ballot or voting machine | abels, (14)
whet her he has a physical disability which will render him
unable to see or mark the ballot or operate the voting nachine
or to enter the voting conpartnent or voting nmachi ne booth

wi t hout assistance, and, if so, his declaration of that fact and
his statenent of the exact nature of such disability, (15) the
designation of the political party of the elector for the

pur pose of voting at primaries, (16) the [affidavit] declaration

of registration, as hereinafter prescribed, which shall be
signed by the elector, [attested by the signature of any person
authorized to adm nister oaths,] (17) the height of the
applicant in feet and inches, (18) the color of his hair, (19)
the color of his eyes, (20) the date of his birth, (20.1) the

desi gnation by the applicant that the official regi stration

application card is i ntended by the applicant for use as new

regi strati on, change of address OR change of nane. er—changeof
potitiecal—partyaffitiation— Each registration card for

regi stration by persons registering under this section shal

al so have (21) a sufficient nunber of spaces thereon for the
insertion by the comm ssion, but not by the applicant, of the
ward and el ection district, if any, in which the applicant
resided on the date of |eaving hone residence and to which he
may fromtinme to time renove after returning to his hone
residence, together with his street address in each such ward
and district and the other data required to be given upon such
removal , (22) the date of each election and primary at which the
applicant votes after registration, the nunber and letter, if
any, of the stub of the ballot issued to him or his nunber in
the order of adm ssion to the voting machines, and (23) the

signature or initials of the election officer, comm ssioner,
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registrar or clerk, who enters the record of voting on the
card[: Provided, however, That the applicant may state (24) his

social security nunmber]. Imediately foll ow ng the spaces for

inserting the required i nformation, the applicant shall affix

his signature exactly as it appears in clauses (1) and (2).

(c) In addition, the foregoing registration card shal
contain the follow ng affidavit:

REG STRATI ON [ AFFI DAVI T] DECLARATI ON

| hereby [swear or affirn] declare that | ama citizen of

the United States, that on the day of the next ensuing prinary

or election | shall be at |east [twenty-one] eighteen years of
age, and shall have resided in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
[for one year (or having previously been a qualified elector or
a native born citizen of the Commobnweal th and havi ng renoved and
returned, then six nonths)] and in the election district [sixty]

thirty days, that | [have read (or have had read to ne)]

affirmthat the [foregoing statenents nade in connection with

my registration and that they are] information provided herein is

true and correct, [and] that | amlegally qualified to vote and

that | fully understand that this application will be accepted

for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it

contains a material false statement, shall be subject to the

sane penalties for perjury as if | had been duly sworn.

Si gnature of applicant for registration.

[Sworn to and subscribed before ne this
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Si gnature of any person authorized to
adm ni st er oaths. ]

PENALTY FOR FALSI FYI NG DECLARATI ON

If any person shall sign an official registrati on application

card knowi ng any statenent declared therein to be fal se, he

shall be quilty of perjury, and upon conviction, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceedi ng one thousand doll ars

($1,000), or be inprisoned for a term not exceeding five years,

or both, at the discretion of the court. In addition, sentence

shall include |oss of the right of suffrage absolutely for a

termof ten years.

(d) [Upon witten application by any person who may register
under the provisions of this section to the registration
commi ssion having jurisdiction in the city in which the
applicant resided on the date of |eaving his hone residence, a
registration card, in the formherein prescribed, in duplicate,
shall be mailed to the applicant at the address given in such
application. Such person shall thereupon supply the information
required on the registration card, in duplicate, and shall take
the affidavit thereto, in duplicate, in the presence of any
person aut horized to adm ni ster oaths, and shall mail the sane,
in duplicate, to the registration comm ssion fromwhich it was

procured.] Any person registering to vote under this section who

is unable to sign his official registrati on application card

shall make his mark and acknow edge sane before an offi cer

qualified to take acknow edgnents of deeds.

(e) Registration in the manner prescribed for by persons
regi stering under this section nmay be nade at any tine:
(f) The status of any person qualified to register under

this section with respect to residence shall renmain as the sane

19750H1956B3479 - 26 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

home residence fromwhich he is qualified to register: Provided,
however, That if at the time of |eaving such hone address any
person shall not have resided in Pennsylvania or in a particular
election district thereof for a sufficient tinme to have been
entitled to be registered, but by continued residence woul d have
beconme so entitled, he shall be entitled to be registered at
such tinme as he woul d have been so entitled had he not left such
honme address and had continued to reside where he then resided.

(g) [Registration] Oficial registration application cards

returned by persons qualified to register under this section to
any registration comm ssion shall be exam ned by a nenber of the
commi ssion or any clerk or registrar upon being received. The

right of such person to be registered shall [not] be subject to

chal I enge for any reason [other than] for which a personal

regi strati on may be chall enged and for the failure to have

mai | ed the comm ssion a properly conpleted official registration

application card. |If the conmm ssion finds the official

regi stration application card not properly conpleted it shal

reject it in the manner herei nafter provided.

Section 11. Section 20.1 of the act, added July 31, 1941
(P.L.710, No.279), and amended June 28, 1947 (P.L.1030, No.438),
i s renunbered and anended to read:

Section [20.1] 20.1A. (a) Wen the non personal registration

of an el ector has been fully processed and accepted, the

commi ssion shall transnit to such reqi stered el ector by first

class non forwardable nmail a wall et sized voter's identification

card setting forth the sane information required i n subsection

(b).

(b) When the personal registration of an elector [registered

thereafter] has been conpleted, the registrar, comm ssioner,
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enpl oye or clerk shall deliver to such registered elector a
[witten or printed statenent signed by such registrar,

conm ssioner, enploye or clerk,] a wallet sized voter's

identification card setting forth the nane and address of the

el ector, his ward and district, the fact of registration,
designation of party enrollnent, the date thereof, the serial
nunber of the elector's registration card, space wherein the

el ector shall affix his signature or mark, and such ot her
information as the comm ssion may deem advi sabl e. Each such
statenment shall contain a warning to the effect that the said
statement relates only to the tine of the issuance thereof and
is not of itself evidence or proof of the elector's
qualifications to vote at any election or primary. Upon request
made at the office of the commi ssion by any registered el ector
who has been registered prior thereto, the comm ssion, if
satisfied that such elector is a qualified elector of the
district in which he is registered, shall mail or deliver such a
statement of his registration to such el ector.

Section 12. Section 20.2 of the act, added August 14, 1963
(P.L.900, No.432), is anended to read:

Section 20.2. Manner of [Absentee] Registration by Certain
[II'l or Disabled] Electors.--Any elector [who is unable to
appear in person to register because of illness or physical
disability] may, in addition to any other method herein
provi ded, also be registered in the [follow ng] manner set forth

in this section:

(a) He may [nmeke application] submt, either by mail, in

person or by authorized representative, to the conm ssion [for a

registration card] an official registration application card,

the formof which shall be determ ned and prescri bed by the
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Secretary of the Commpnweal t h.

(b) The official registration application card shall require

the statenment of, and shall provide sufficient space for the
following information: (1) The surname of the applicant, (2) his
Christian nane or names, [(3) his occupation, if any,] (4) the <—

street or road and nunber of his residence providing that in the

event there is no street address, the applicant nust |list the

nearest cross street or road, (5) if his residence is a portion

only of a house, the |location or nunber of the room or roons,
apartnent, flat or floor which he occupies, (6) the date his

resi dence began at the place at which he resides, (7) his

resi dence address when he | ast registered and the year of such

regi stration, including any forner registration under any ot her
surname, (8) the sex of the applicant, (9) the color of the
applicant, (10) the state or territory of the United States or

the foreign country where he was born, [(11) the date when, <—
pl ace where, and the court by which naturalized, and the nunber

of the naturalization certificate, (12) if not naturalized

personal ly the name of father, nother or husband through whom
naturalized,] (13) whether he is unable by reason of illiteracy <—
to read the nanmes on the ballot or on voting nachi ne | abels,

(14) whether he has a physical disability which will render him
unable to see or mark the ballot or operate the voting nachine

or to enter the voting conpartnent or voting nmachi ne booth

wi t hout assistance and, if so, his declaration of that fact and

his statenent of the exact nature of such disability, (15) the

designation of the political party of the elector for the

pur pose of voting at primaries, (16) the [affidavit] declaration
of registration as hereinafter prescribed which shall be signed

by the elector [attested by the signature of any person
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authorized to adm nister oaths or affirmations], (17) the height
of the applicant in feet and inches, (18) the color of his hair,
(19) the color of his eyes, (20) the date of his birth, (20.1)

t he desi gnati on by the applicant that the official registration

application card is i ntended by the applicant for use as

regi strati on change of address OR change of nane. er—change—-of
potitiecal—party affitiation— Each official registration

application card for electors registering in the nmanner

prescri bed by this section shall also have a sufficient nunber
of spaces thereon for the insertion of (21) the ward and

el ection district, if any, in which the applicant resides and to
which he may, fromtime to tinme, renove together with his street
address in each such ward and district and the other data
required to be given upon such renoval, (22) the date of each

el ection and primary at which the applicant votes after

regi stration, the nunber and letter, if any, of the stub of the
ball ot issued to himor his nunber in the order of adm ssion to
the voting machi nes, and (23) the signature or initials of the
el ection officer, comm ssioner, registrar or clerk, who enters
the record of voting on the card[: Provided, however, That the
applicant may state (24) his social security nunber].

I medi ately foll owing the spaces for inserting the required

i nformati on, the applicant shall affix his signature exactly as

it appears in clauses (1) and (2).

(c) In addition, the foregoing official registration

application card shall contain the follow ng [affidavit]

regi strati on decl arati on and penalty for fal sifying such

decl arati on:

REG STRATI ON [ AFFI DAVI T] DECLARATI ON

| hereby [swear or affirn] declare that | ama citizen of the
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United States, that on the day of the next ensuing prinmary or

election | shall be at |east [twenty-one] eighteen years of age,
and shall have resided in the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania [for
one year (or having previously been a qualified elector or a
native born citizen of the Conmmonweal th and havi ng renoved and
returned, then six nonths)], and in the election district
[sixty] thirty days, [that | amnow legally entitled to register
under this section by virtue of being ill or disabled,] that I
amlegally qualified to vote, that | [have read (or have had
read to nme) the foregoing statenents made in connection with ny

registration, and that they are] affirmthat the informtion

provided herein is true and correct and that | fully understand

that this application will be accepted for all purposes as the

equi val ent of an affidavit, and if it contains a naterial fal se

statenent, shall be subject to the sane penalties for perjury as

if | had been duly sworn.

Si gnature of applicant for registration.

[Sworn to and subscribed before nme this

Si gnature of any person authorized to
adm ni ster oaths or affirmations.]

PENALTY FOR FALSI FYI NG DECLARATI ON

If any person shall sign an official regi strati on application
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card knowi ng any statenent declared therein to be false, he

shall be quilty of perjury, and upon conviction, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceedi ng one thousand doll ars

($1,000), or be inprisoned for a term not exceeding five years,

or both, at the discretion of the court. In addition, sentence

shall include |oss of the right of suffrage absolutely for a

termof ten years.

(d) [Upon witten application by an elector in the manner
prescribed by this section to the registration conmm ssion havi ng
jurisdiction in the city in which the applicant resides, a
registration card in the formherein prescribed, in duplicate,
shall be mail ed, postage prepaid, to the applicant at the
address given in such application. Such elector shall thereupon
supply the information required on the registration card, in
duplicate, and shall take the affidavit thereto, in duplicate,
in the presence of any person authorized to adm ni ster oaths or
affirmati ons and shall have delivered or mail the sanme, in
duplicate, to the registration comm ssion fromwhich it was

procured.] Any person registering under this section who is

unable to sign his official reqgistrati on application card shal

make his mark and acknow edged before an official who is

qualified to take acknow edgnent of deeds.

(e) Registration in the manner prescribed by this section
may be nade at any tinme. If any registration card is received by
any registration comm ssion fromany el ector so registering any
time when registration by personal appearance in the manner
provided in section 20 of this act could not be nmade under the
provi sions of section 17 of this act, such application shall be
retai ned by the conm ssion until the beginning of the next

period during which such registration by personal appearance
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could be made and at such tinme the applicant, if otherw se
entitled, shall be duly registered.

(f) [Registration] Oficial registration application cards

returned by electors [registering in the manner prescribed by]

gualified to register under this section to any registration

commi ssion shall be exam ned by a nenber of the comm ssion or
any clerk or registrar [at a time and pl ace when personal

regi strations are] upon being received [and such nenber of the
commi ssion, clerk or registrar shall announce in the hearing of
all present the name and address of the el ector who has thus
offered to register]. The right of such elector to be registered
shall be subject to challenge in |like manner and for the sane

causes as set forth in section 22 of this act and for failure to

have mail ed the comm ssion a properly conpl eted official

regi strati on application card. |If the conm ssion finds the

registration card not properly conpleted, it shall reject it in
t he manner hereinafter provided.
Section 13. The act is anended by adding a section to read:

Section 20.3. Approval of Oficial Registration Application

Cards.--(a) The conmi ssi on, upon recei pt of an offici al

regi strati on application card, shall nake an entry of the date

recei ved on each applicati on and on the correspondi ng

notification of receipt stub. In the event the applicant does

not reside within the city, but resides el sewhere in

Pennsyl vani a, the comm ssion shall forthwith forward such

application card to the proper county regi strati on conm ssi on.

In all other cases, the conmi ssion shall forthwith detach the

notification stub as provided for in subsection (a) of section

19.1 of this act, and send the sane to the applicant by first

cl ass non-forwardable nmanil, return postage guaranteed, wi th such
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post age costs to be paid by the State.

(b)Y If the official reqgistration application card shal

contain the required information i ndicating that the appli cant

is legally qualified to register as stated in his application,

the conm ssion shall transfer all informati on on such

application card to a reqgistration card, serially nunbered in

duplicate as provided in section 17 of this act, provided that

the official reqgistration application card may serve as the

regi stration card of the applicant in the general file. The

commi ssi on shall detach the signature portion fromthe

application formand affix it in the proper space on the

original registration card to be inserted in the district

(c) |If the official reqgistration application card is one for

transfer of reqistrati on andpartyenrollrent and shall contain

the required i nformation, and the applicant is leqgally qualified

to transfer his regi strati on er—changehis—party—enrollrent as

stated in his application, the conmm ssion shall thereupon nmake

such transfer.

” e o 6l cial : : L : w :

g Rt ] : I L hall |
effectivenotaterthanthe nextprimery—

{e} (D) If the official reqgistration application card i s not

in conpliance with this act the comm ssi on shall mark "REJECTED"

on the application formtogether with the reason for rejection

and return same to the applicant by first class non-forwardabl e

mai |, return postage quarant eed.

> (E) Upon the return by the post office of an applicant's

notificati on stub which the post office is unable to deliver at

19750H1956B3479 - 34 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

the gi ven address, the comm ssi on shall cause an investigati on

to be made. I n the event the conmi ssion finds the applicant is

not qualified fromsuch an address, the conm ssion shall reject

the application and notify the applicant by first class nmail of

such acti on.

{ey (F) The conmm ssion shall undertake such street canvasses <—

by i nspectors to verify residence of those regi stered and to

deternmine if there are unreqgistered eliqgible voters residing at

t hese addresses. When the inspectors find or believe that there

are unregi stered voters at a residency or voters who have

changed addresses they shall | eave sufficient official

regi strati on application cards for all potentially eligible

voters who are unregi stered or need to change their

regi strations. Fhere-nust—be—at—teast—ene+nspector—ftoer—each <—

Y- (G If the registrati on connm ssion suspects that for any <—

reason the applicant is not entitled to reqgi strati on, ehangeof <—
party—affiliatioen— change of address or change of nane, the

conmmi Ssi on nay cause an i nvestigation to be made in reference

thereto. If the conmi ssion shall find that the applicant i s not

qualified to regi ster, changeparty affiliation— change address <—

or change nane, the application shall be rejected and the

applicant notified of such rejection with the reason therefor,

provi ded that such rejection nust be nade no |later than ten (10)

days before the ensuing prinmary or el ection succeedi ng the

filing of the official registrati on application card.

Section 14. Section 23 of the act,—anrendedJune—7—1961 <—
PL273—No—159)—is—anendedto—+read— | S REPEALED. <—
S . . L | L ; L I -
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Section 15. Section 24 of the act, anmended August 1, 1941

(P.L.702, No.277), is anended to read:

Section 24. Inconplete or Rejected Application to Be
Recorded. --The registrar, clerk or conm ssioner shall record on
regi stration cards the surnanme, Christian name or nanes, and
street and nunber of residence of each person who applies for
regi stration, whether or not the application is accepted.
Whenever the applicant is rejected after a portion of the record
has been filled in, the registration card or cards shall be
mar ked "Applicant Rejected,” and the registrar, clerk or
commi ssioner shall note thereon the reason for the rejection and
shall sign his nane thereto. The registrar, clerk or
commi ssioner shall forthwith personally notify the applicant if
his application for registration is rejected: Provided, however,

That if [the] an official registration application card was

received by mail [froma person in mlitary service] or fromthe

personal representative of the elector, notice of rejection

shall be by mail. Al such cards shall be returned to the

commi ssion and shall be preserved for a period of two years.
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Section 16. Section 26 of the act anended July 31, 1941
(P.L.710, No.279), is anended to read:

Section 26. Ceneral Register.--A copy of the registration
affidavits for the entire city shall be placed in cabinets in
exact al phabetical order and indexed as to nane, and shall be
kept at the office of the comm ssion in a place and in such
manner as to be properly safeguarded. These affidavits shal
constitute the general register of such city, and shall not be
removed fromthe office of the comm ssion, nor open to public
i nspection, except upon order of the court of common pl eas of
the county wherein such city is |ocated, upon sufficient cause

havi ng been shown. The official registration application card of

an el ector who has reqgi stered by using a non personal voter

regi strati on application card may qualify as a duplicate

regi strati on card.

Section 17. Section 27 of the act, anmended July 31, 1941
(P.L.710, No.279), is anended to read:

Section 27. District Registers; [Triplicate] Registration
Cards. - -

(a) The original registration affidavits shall be filed by
el ection districts, and within each election district, in exact
al phabetical order, or in the order in which their residences
appear upon the streets of the election district and in exact
al phabetical order for each residence, as the comm ssion may
determ ne, and shall be visibly indexed as to nanme and voting
record. The affidavits so filed for each election district shal
constitute the district register for such district. The district
regi ster shall be kept at the office of the comm ssion, except
as herein provided and shall be open to public inspection,

subj ect to reasonabl e safeguards, rules and regulations and to
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the provisions of this act.

(b) The conm ssion shall safely retain all [triplicate]
registration affidavits or cards nowin its custody, and such as
it may under the provisions of this act hereafter require to be
used in the registration of electors, for the same period of
time as the commssion is required to retain all other
registration affidavits or cards and in such order or manner as
it my by regulation direct. Any such [triplicate] registration
affidavit or card may be substituted for a | ost, destroyed or
m slaid original or duplicate affidavit or card of the sane
el ector on order of the commi ssion endorsed thereon and signed
by a conm ssioner, and such [triplicate] affidavit or card when
so substituted shall be deemed and considered for all purposes
as though it shall be the original or duplicate affidavit or
card, as the case nmay be.

(c) Al official registrati on application cards shall be

deened original reqgistration affidavits for the purposes of this

section.

Section 18. Sections 28 and 29 of the act, anmended June 3,
1943 (P.L.855, No.359), are anended to read:

Section 28. Renoval Notices.--The commi ssion shall provide
forms of renmpval notices, which it shall cause to be nmade
avai l abl e for the convenient use of registered electors. These
notices shall be printed upon cards suitable for mailing,
addressed to the office of the registration comm ssion and shal
contain spaces wherein the elector shall wite--(1) the street
and nunber of his present residence and the specific | ocation
t hereof, including the nunber of the room apartnment, flat or

floor in his residence, if a portion only of a house; (2) the

street and nunber of the address from which he was | ast
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regi stered; (3) the date of his renoval to his present address;
(4) the serial nunmber of his registration card; (5) space
wherein the elector shall sign his nane and insert the date of
signing; (6) space wherein two registered electors of the
district to which he has renoved shall sign their nanes and
addresses, certifying to the truth of the statenent on said
notice as to his present place of residence. The renoval notice
shall contain a statenent that the elector may, by filling out
properly and signing a renoval notice, having it wtnessed as
aforesaid and returning it to the office of the comm ssion, have
hi s change of residence entered on the registers. Each renoval
notice shall contain a warning to the elector that the notice
wi |l not be accepted unless the signature thereon can be
identified by the conmi ssion with the elector's signature in the
general and district register, and that if he notifies the

commi ssion of a change of his residence address know ng or
havi ng reason to know that he is not entitled to have his

resi dence address changed, he shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
and subject to the penalties as provided by this act. Each
removal notice, to be effective, nust be received either through
the mail or by delivery at the office of the conm ssion,
post mar ked or delivered, as the case may be, not |ater than [the

tenth day] thirty days prior to any primary or election, and

nmust have been signed by the elector within ten days prior to
the date of mailing or delivery. Warning of these provisions

shall al so appear on each renoval notice form An official

regi strati on application card of any el ector who has regi stered

by mail may qualify as a renpval noti ce.

Section 29. Recording Change of Residence.--(a) Upon receipt

of a renoval notice properly filled out, and executed on the
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formprescribed by the commission within the tine and in the
manner provided by this act, containing the required informtion
and setting forth a renoval of residence to another location in
the sane district, the comm ssion shall cause the signature
thereon to be conpared with the signature on the registration
affidavit of the elector fromwhomthe renoval notice purports
to come, and, if the signature shall appear authentic, shal

enter the change of residence in the registers. In any case, the
commi ssion shall advise the elector pronptly in witing of its
action.

(c) If the conmm ssion shall doubt that the request is
authentic, it shall, without entering the change of residence,
pronptly notify the elector that it will be necessary for himto
apply in person at any office of the comm ssion to have the
change of residence entered in the registers.

(d) [No elector who is unable to wite his nane shall be
permtted to apply for the recording of his change of residence
by use of a witten renoval notice, but each such el ector nust
apply in person at any office of the comm ssion, or any place of
regi stration, on one of the days and at such tinme as prescribed
for the registration of electors, establish his identity, and
state, under oath or affirmation, to which he shall affix his
mark in the presence of a registrar, clerk or comm ssioner, who
shall affix his own signature thereto as a wtness, the
information required of registered electors in a renoval
notice.] Any [other] elector nay al so appear in person at any
of fice of the conm ssion or any place of registration on any of
the said days and apply for the recording of his change of
residence within the same district, in which case the signatures

of two registered electors of the district shall not be
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required, if such elector shall establish his identity, and,
after stating under oath or affirmation the information required
in a renoval notice, shall sign the sane in the presence of a
registrar, clerk or conm ssioner, who shall affix his own
signature thereto as a w tness.

(e) Immediately upon the receipt of a renoval notice by the
comm ssion, it shall note thereon the date of recei pt and nunber
the sane in the order of its receipt, and shall forthw th mai
to the el ector an acknow edgnent of the receipt of such notice,
stating the date of receipt and the nunber assigned to it and
that the elector will be advised by the comm ssion of the action
taken thereon. Each acknow edgnent so nmiled shall contain on
the outside a request to the postmaster to return it to the
comm ssion within five days if it cannot be delivered to the
addressee at the address given thereon and not to forward the
same to any other address. In the event that any such renoval
notice shall be filed or application made for the recording of
hi s change of residence as provided in clause (d) of this
section by an elector at any place of registration or at any
of fice of the conmi ssion, a simlar acknow edgnent shall be
delivered to himby the registrar, clerk or enployes receivVving
t he sane, signed by him Provided, however, That such renoval
notices and applications shall be nunbered by the registrar,
clerk or enploye in the order of their receipt at the respective
regi stration places or offices. The conm ssion may cause bl ank
forms of acknow edgnents to be physically attached to the
removal notices and applications and may require the elector to
insert his name and new address thereon before filing the sane.

Section 19. Section 30 of the act, anmended July 31, 1941
(P.L.710, No.279), August 14, 1963 (P.L.900, No.432), and March
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26, 1973 (P.L.9, No.3), is anended to read:

Section 30. Change of Party Enrollnment; Notice Change of
Enrol Il ment of Political Party; Cancellation of Party Enroll nment;
Persons Suffering Disability After Registration to Have Fact
Recorded; Cancellation.--(a) The conm ssion shall provide change
of party enrollnment notices, which it shall cause to be
avai |l abl e for the convenient use of registered electors. Those
notices shall be printed upon cards and shall contain spaces
wherein shall be recorded under oath--(1) the street and nunber
of the elector's residence; (2) his ward and el ection district;
(3) the political party in which he is enrolled; (4) the
political party in which he desires to be enrolled; (5) the
signature of the elector; (6) the serial nunber of his
regi stration card. Any person who is duly registered and is a
menber of any of the categories enunerated in sections 20.1 and
20.2 herein who desires to change his party enrollnment shall be
permtted to do so by addressing to the conm ssion a signed
witten application under oath taken and subscribed to before

any person authorized to admi nister oaths or by subnmtting an

official registrati on application card desi gnated as a change of

party enrollnment. The application [shall] nay be sent by the

applicant[, if outside the continental limts of the United
States by registered mail, return receipt required, otherw se by
certified mail, return receipt required, and shall also contain

a statenment that such person is at the tinme of naking the
application absent fromhis residence or is ill or disabled.] by

mail, or by any other neans. If, upon exam nation, the signature

appears authentic and the application confornms to the provisions
of this section, the enrollnent shall be changed in accordance

with the application. In the event a registered el ector changes
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his party enroll ment between any prinmary and the foll ow ng

Novenber or nuni ci pal el ection, such party enrol |l nent change

shal|l beconme effective no |later than the next ensuing prinary.

(b) At any tinme except the thirty days next preceding the
primary el ection [and except the thirty days next follow ng an
el ection,] any person who desires to change his party
enrol | ment, or who, although registered, has not hitherto
enrol |l ed as nenber of a party, shall appear at any office of the
conmi ssion or before the registrars in his ward or district, and
sign the change of party enrollnent notice, er—shall—submt—an

i cial . . ¥ . | desi | I :
party—enrotrent containing the information required by

subsection (a) of this section, stating the designation of the

political party in which he desires to be enrolled[: Provided,
however, That no registered elector shall be permtted to change
his party enroll nent between any primary and the foll ow ng
general or municipal election, nor nore than once between any
Novenber election and the following primary el ection]. The

commi ssion shall cause the signature thereon to be conpared with
the signature on the general and district registers, and, if the
signatures appear authentic, shall enter the change of
enrol I ment of political party in the registers, unless such

el ector is prohibited fromchanging his party enroll nent as

aforesaid. In the event a regi stered el ector changes his party

enrol | nent between any primary and the foll owi ng Novenber or

muni ci pal el ection, such party enroll nent change shall becone

effective no later than the next ensuing prinary.

(c) Any elector who is unable to wite his nanme shall, in
addition, establish his identity, and shall affix his mark, in

lieu of his signature, in the presence of a registrar, clerk or
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conmmi ssi oner, who shall affix his own signature thereto as a
witness to the information required in the change of party
enrol | ment noti ce.

(d) At any tine not later than the thirtieth day preceding
any primary, any qualified elector of the city, including any
wat cher, may petition the conm ssion to cancel the party
enrol | ment of any registered elector of such city who has
previously enrolled as a nenber of a party for the purpose of
voting at primary elections, setting forth, under oath, that he
bel i eves that such elector is not a nenber of the party with
whi ch he has been enrolled, and also setting forth that due
notice of the tine and place when said petition would be
present ed had been given to the person so regi stered, at |east
forty-eight hours prior to presentation of the sanme, by
delivering a copy of the said petition to himpersonally or by
leaving it with an adult nenber of the famly with which he
resides. If, at or before the hearing of any such petition, the
el ector agai nst whomthe petition is filed files an affidavit
with the comm ssion in which he swears or affirns that, at the
| ast election at which he voted, he voted for a mpjority of the
candi dates of the party as a nenber of which he desires to be
enrolled, all of the candidates of a party for presidential
el ector being counted as two candi dates, the petition shall be
refused, otherw se, the party enrollnent of such el ector shal
be forthwith cancell ed.

(e) Any elector who has, since the tine of registration,
suffered a physical disability which renders himunable to see
or mark the ballot or prepare the voting machine, or to enter
the voting conpartnment or voting machi ne booth, without

assi stance shall, at |east seven days prior to the next
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succeeding primary or election, personally nake application,
under oath, to the comm ssion or registrars to have such fact
entered on his registration affidavit, together with the exact
nature of his physical disability, which entry shall be made
accordingly.

(f) Wen the conm ssion shall ascertain that any el ector who
has declared his need for assistance is no longer illiterate, or
no longer suffers fromthe disability stated by him it shal
cancel on his registration affidavit the entry relating to
illiteracy or physical disability which authorized himto have
assi stance, and shall forthwith notify such elector by mail of
this action.

Section 20. Section 32 of the act is amended by adding a
cl ause to read:

Section 32. Ml Check-up of Register.--* * *

(e) For new registrants or for persons changi ng their

regi strati on and using the official reqistration application

card, the notification stub may serve as the mail check-up of

Section 21. Section 37 of the act, subsection (c) added July
31, 1941 (P.L.710, No.279), is anended to read:

Section 37. Delivery of District Registers to Conm ssioners
in Charge of Elections.--(a) Not |ater than noon of the Friday
precedi ng an el ection or primary, the conm ssion shall deliver
to the commi ssioners in charge of the election or primary the
district registers for that district, accurately corrected to
date, together with other election materials for use on el ection
day, in the manner in which such comm ssioners now are or
hereafter may be required to deliver the sanme: Provided,

however, That the registration conm ssion shall not deliver to
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the comm ssioners in charge of elections the registration card,
for use at the polls on election day, for any person who has
removed fromone election district to another within [two

nmonths] thirty days of any general, municipal, primary or

speci al el ection.

(b) District registers, when so delivered to the
commi ssioners in charge of elections, shall be contained in
sui tabl e binders so constructed and | ocked that the nane,
address, voting record, and other data on each card may be
visible, and that entries nay be nade on each card, but that the
cards cannot be renoved by the election officers. Said binders
shal | be enclosed within a case or container and shall be | ocked
and seal ed by the comm ssion before delivery to the
conmmi ssioners in charge of elections.

Sai d binders shall have printed or witten thereon the words
"District Register of Voters" and the nunmber of the district and
war d.

(c) In the event that any of said district registers when so
delivered shall contain the nanes of registered el ectors not
contained in the street list posted in the district as required
by section thirty-four (b), or shall omt nanes of registered
el ectors contained in said street list, then the said registers
shall be acconpanied by a |list showi ng such nanes as were added
and such nanmes as were omtted with a brief explanation or key
showi ng the cause for such addition or om ssion. Such |ist shal
remain in the polling place on election day open to public
i nspection. One copy of such |list shall be posted at the office
of the comm ssion at the tine of the delivery of the binders and
shall remain posted until after the next succeeding el ection,

and one copy of such list shall be furnished to the chairman of
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the city commttee of each party entitled to a ballot at the
precedi ng primary.

Section 22. Section 40 of the act, anmended May 23, 1945
(P.L.898, No.361), is anended to read:

Section 40. Cancellation of Registration upon Failure to
Vote Wthin Certain Periods; Request for Reinstatenent;
Correction of Errors of the Conmi ssion in Cancell ation of
Regi strations.--[Wthin three nonths after the first day of
January of] During each year, the conm ssion shall cause all of
the district registers to be exanmned, and in the case of each
regi stered elector who is not recorded as having voted at any
el ection or primary during the two cal endar years inmediately
precedi ng, the comm ssion shall send to such elector by mail, at
hi s address appearing upon his registration affidavit, a notice,
setting forth that the records of the comm ssion indicate that
he has not voted during the two i medi ately precedi ng cal endar
years, and that his registration will be cancelled [at the

expiration of ten days fromthe date of mmiling such notice] if

he does not vote in the next primary or el ection or unless he

shall, within [that period] ten days of the next prinmary or

election, file with the comm ssion, [either personally or by
mail,] a witten request for reinstatenent of his registration,
signed by him setting forth his place of residence. A list of

t he persons to whom such notices shall have been nuail ed shall be
sent pronptly to the city chairman of the political party of

whi ch the electors were registered as nenbers. At the expiration
of the time specified in the notice, the comm ssion shall cause
the registration of such elector to be cancelled unless he has

filed with the comm ssion a signed request for reinstatenent of

his registration as above provided. The official registration
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application card of an el ector who has reqgi stered may qualify as

a reinstatenent of his registration or a renoval notice. The

cancel lation of the registration of any such elector for failure
to vote during the two i mredi ately precedi ng cal endar years
shall not affect the right of any such elector to subsequently
regi ster [by personal application] in the manner provided by
this act.

Whenever the registration of an el ector has been cancell ed
t hrough error, such elector may petition the conm ssion for the
reinstatenent of his registration not later than the tenth day
preceding any primary or election, and after a hearing on said
application, if error on the part of the conmm ssion is proved,
the comm ssion shall reinstate the registration of such el ector

Section 23. Section 44 of the act, repealed as to witness
fees by act of July 21, 1941 (P.L.425, No.173), is anended to
read:

Section 44. Subpoenas and Wtness Fees.--(a) Any person
filing any petition of any kind aforesaid with the conmm ssi on,
or opposing sane, shall have the privilege of having subpoenas
i ssued by the conmi ssion to conpel the attendance of w tnesses,
upon condition that all w tnesses so subpoenaed shall be paid

[two dollars and fifty cents] twenty dollars per day as w tness

fees, in the manner herein provided.

(b) The conmi ssion, on its own notion, nmay subpoena
Wi t nesses, including registrars, each of whom shall al so be
entitled to daily witness fees, [at the rate aforesaid] to be
pai d out of any noney to be provided for the purpose to the
conmi ssion by the appropriating authority of the county in the
same manner as ot her necessary expenses of such conm ssion are

to be provided for.
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(c) Al subpoenas shall be in substantially the sane form
and shall have the sane force and effect as subpoenas now i ssued
by a court of common pleas. The comm ssion shall have the
benefit of the process of said courts, if necessary, to enforce
any subpoena issued by such comm ssion.

(d) No subpoena shall be issued for the benefit of any
person, other than the comm ssion, until he shall have paid the
commi ssion a fee of twenty-five cents for issuing the sane, and
deposited with said comm ssion one day's witness fees for each
wi tness to be sumoned t hereby, whose nanes shall be given to
the comm ssion and entered by it in such subpoena, and no such
subpoena shall be of any virtue to require the further
attendance of any witness after the day nentioned therein unless
t he hearing be postponed or continued by the comm ssion, and
unl ess, before four o' clock postneridian of said day, the person
for whose benefit it be issued shall have deposited with the
said comm ssion an additional day's witness fees for each
wi t ness whose further attendance is desired. As soon as
convenient after any hearing is concluded (or postponed or
conti nued) on any day, the conm ssion shall disburse the fees
deposited with it by any person aforesaid anong these w tnesses
who have appeared in response to subpoenas issued as aforesaid,
and shall return to the person who deposited the sanme any fees
deposited for others who did not attend, and shall also pay |ike
fees to any summoned by the conm ssion as aforesaid, taking
their receipts therefor, as long as there are sufficient funds
avai |l abl e for such paynents.

(e) The conmi ssion shall pay over to the city treasurer al
fees received for subpoenas. The accounts of such conm ssion

respecting di sbursenents of wi tness fees out of appropriation
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made to such comm ssion by the appropriating authority of the
city shall be subject to audit fromtine to time by the city
controller.

Section 24. Subsection (d) of section 45 of the act is
anended and the section is anmended by addi ng subsections to
read:

Section 45. Crinmes and Penalties.--* * *

(d) Any person who applies for registration, or who notifies
t he comm ssion of a change of his residence address, know ng, or
havi ng reason to know, that he is not entitled to be registered,
or have his residence address changed, or any person who
decl ares as his residence a place or address which he knows or
has reason to know is not his |legal residence, or who fal sely
per sonates another in an application for registration, or who

knowi ngly offers fal se naturalization [papers] infornmation to

establish his claimto be registered, shall be guilty of a

m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to
pay a fine not exceeding one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars, or to
undergo an inprisonnment [of not nore than three (3) years] not

exceeding five (5) years, or both. In addition, sentence shal

i nclude the loss of the right of suffrage absolutely for a term

of ten (10) vyears.

* * %

() Any wilful false statenent made by a registrant in

i nformati on set forth by such regi strant on the offici al

regi strati on application card shall be perjury, and any

regi strant convicted thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine

not exceedi ng one thousand ($1, 000.00) dollars, and to undergo

an i npri sonnent not exceeding five (5) years, or both. In

addi ti on, sentence shall include the |oss of the right of
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suffrage absolutely for a termof ten (10) vyears.

(r) It shall be a m sdeneanor for an elector's

representati ve under section 20 to deliberately m sinstruct or

falsify or alter party designation or to fail to deliver a

conpl eted and signed reqgistrati on applicati on.

Section 25. This act shall take effect May—3—3976— IN 30

~N~ o o~ W ON

DAYS.
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