PRINTER S NO. 2374

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1850 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY REED, BERLIN, TURNER, WAGNER AND SHELHAMER
OCTOBER 15, 1975

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON M NES AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
OCTOBER 15, 1975
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AN ACT
I nposing a noratoriumon the construction of nuclear energy
generating plants; establishing a joint bipartisan commttee

to investigate the nuclear energy field; establishing a

Nucl ear Energy Revi ew Conmi ssion and providing for |oca

r ef er enduns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative Findings.--The General Assenbly
recogni zes that critical questions have been raised in the
public and in the scientific conmunity regarding the safety of
nucl ear fission power plants. Radioactive wastes from such
pl ants do not disintegrate for thousands of years and their
proper storage is a matter of great public concern for public
safety. The construction of such plants and the invol venment of
t he Comonweal th in review ng such construction is of
i nport ance.

Section 2. Moratoriumon Construction.--A noratoriumon the

groundbr eaki ng and new construction of nuclear fission power

plants in the Comonwealth is hereby inposed for a period of
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three years. Such ban shall not effect those plants already
under construction at the effective date of this act.

Section 3. Conmittee; Powers and Duties.--(a) The General
Assenbly shall establish a joint bipartisan commttee known as
the Joint State Nucl ear Energy Commttee for the purpose of
exam ning the critical questions relating to the safety of
nucl ear fission power plants and the feasibility of additional
construction of such plants in the Comobnweal t h.

(b) The conmittee shall be conposed of the President pro
tenpore of the Senate and six Senators to be named by the
President pro tenpore, three fromthe majority party and three
fromthe mnority party; the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves and si x Representatives to be naned by the
Speaker, three fromthe majority party and three fromthe
mnority party, and the Lieutenant Governor who shall serve as
chai rman of the conmttee and who shall vote only when necessary
to break a tie.

(c) The conmittee shall hold public hearings, issue
subpoenas, report to the General Assenbly before the term nation
of the three-year noratoriumas to their findings on the matter
of public safety of nuclear fission power plants and the
di sposal of radioactive wastes, other pertinent issues and
i nformati on and nake recomrendations to the General Assenbly
concerning |l egislative actions.

Section 4. Nuclear Energy Revi ew Conm ssion; Powers and
Duties.--(a) At the conclusion of the three-year noratorium
there is hereby created a Nucl ear Energy Revi ew Conm ssion for
t he Comonweal th conprised of the follow ng individuals: The
Li eut enant Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives

or his designee, the President pro tenpore of the Senate or his
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desi gnee, the Secretary of Community Affairs, the Secretary of
Envi ronnent al Resources, the Secretary of Health and seven
private citizens to be naned by the Governor

(b) The comm ssion will have the responsibility to issue
permts, inspect existing nuclear fission power plants, inspect
nucl ear fission power plants during construction and to act upon
all matters of public safety relating to nuclear fission power
pl ant s.

(c) The conmi ssion shall be notified of any plans to
construct any new nucl ear fission power plants or to add to
exi sting nucl ear fission powers plants |located in the
Commonweal t h. Upon recei pt of such notice, the conm ssion shal
schedul e public hearings in the area to be affected for the
pur pose of receiving relevant information regarding all aspects
of the planned construction. Local governnental, planning and
heal t h agency representatives of the area affected and ot her
interested parties shall be notified of the hearing and its
pur pose.

(d) After evaluating all the information obtained the
commi ssion shall issue a decision on the issuance of a permt
wi th adequate reasons for its decision contained therein.

(e) Any final decision of the conm ssion nay be appended to
t he Conmonweal th Court for review

Section 7. Plant Conditions Required.--The follow ng
conditions nmust be net prior to the new construction or further
construction of such plants:

(1) That such plants have effective safety systens, including
but not limted to energency core cooling systens, and that such
safety systens be tested and proven effective through on-site

tests or conparative tests of the sane systens at operating
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sites.

(2) That radioactive wastes fromthe plant shall be stored,
noved or di sposed of with no reasonabl e chance of intentional or
uni ntenti onal escape or em ssion of radioactivity into the
natural environment.

(3) That the construction shall not adversely effect
surroundi ng communi ties, natural environment or the orderly

devel opnent of the area.
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Section 8. Referendum Required.--(a) Before any nucl ear

10 fission power plant is constructed in an area, the approval of
11 the electorate of the affected areas shall be required whenever
12 a petition requesting that the question of the construction of
13 the nucl ear fission power plant be placed upon the ballot is

14 presented to the county board of election, if the construction
15 is within the boundaries of only that county, or to the

16 Secretary of the Commonwealth, if the construction shall be

17 located in nore than one county.

18 (b) The formof the question shall be as follows:

19 Shal | the Conpany be Yes
20 permtted to construct a nuclear fission power

21 plant in the County of ? No
22 A mjority of the electors voting shall decide the question and
23 such deci sion shall be binding.

24 (c) The petition to cause the question to appear on the

25 ballot shall be signed by 5% or nore of the registered

26 electorate of the county or counties to be affected. The

27 petition shall be filed no | ater than 60 days before the

28 proposed el ecti on.

29 Section 9. This act shall take effect imediately.
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