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No. 1643 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. TAYLOR, PETRARCA, DOVBROWABKI , ENGLEHART,
BRUNNER, STOQUT, DeMEDI O, DAVI S, LI NCOLN, SHUNAN, G.EASON
LAUGHLI N, O CONNELL, O BRI EN, WANSACZ, BONETTO, NOVAK, MCUE
CUMBERLAND, GOODNVAN, MCALL, ABRAHAM M SCEVI CH, MJSTO,
G LLESPI E, STAPLETON, MORRI' S, CElI SLER, GREEN, PRATT, FI SCHER
AND O DONNELL, JULY 17, 1975

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JUNE 15, 1976

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e S S O S
o &~ W N - O

AN ACT
Provi ding for energency nedical personnel; enploynent of
energency nedi cal personnel and enmergency communications in
coal m nes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions.--As used in this act:

"Emer gency nedi cal technician” means a coal mne enpl oyee who
has successfully conpleted the course on energency first-aid
care and transportation of the sick and injured recomrended by
t he American Acadeny of Orthopedi c Surgeons or the equival ent
t hereof, and has been certified by the Departnent of Health to
provi de energency care.

"Emer gency nedi cal technician paranedi c" neans a person who

has been certified by the Departnment of Health to provide

enmergency nedi cal treatnent.
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"M ne" nmeans any surface or underground coal m ne as defined
in the Federal Coal Mne Health and Safety Act of 1969,

Pub. L.91-173, 8 3(h), 30 U S.C. 8§ 802(h).

Section 2. Emergency Medical Personnel in Coal M nes.-- <—
(A) Emer gency nedi cal personnel shall be enployed in every mne <—
as foll ows:

(1) Wthin enre—year TWO YEARS fromthe effective date of <—
this act, all mnes shall be equi pped by the operator thereof as
foll ows:

(i) At least one energency nedical technician shall be on
duty at a mne at any tinme when mners at that mne are engaged
in the extraction, production, or preparation of coal. Energency
nmedi cal technicians shall be on duty at a mine in sufficient
nunbers to assure that no mner shall work in a mne |ocation
t hat cannot be reached within a reasonable tine by an emergency
nmedi cal technician. Emergency nedical technicians shall be
enpl oyed on their regular mning duties at |ocations conveni ent
for quick response to energencies, and further shall have
avai lable to themat all tines necessary equipnment in conpliance
wi th Federal regul ations.

(i1i) Telephone service or equivalent facilities shall be
installed which will provide two-way voi ce comruni cati on between
t he emergency nedi cal technician in the mne and nedi cal
per sonnel outside the m ne who provide energency nedi cal
services on a regul ar basis.

(itii) On or before July 1, 1978, operators of coal m nes
shall nmake adequate provisions so that at |east one energency
medi cal technician paranedic, registered nurse, physician, or
physi ci an's assistant shall be available to provide care at a

mne at any tine that mners at the m ne are engaged in the
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extraction, production or preparation of coal, and such
enmergency nedi cal technician paramedic, registered nurse,
physi ci an or physician's assistant shall be on call to reach the
entrance of the mne within 30 m nutes.

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S ACT,
EMERGENCY MEDI CAL PERSONNEL SHALL BE EMPLOYED | N SURFACE COAL
M NES AS FOLLOWS:

(1) TF 20 OR MORE PERSONS ARE EMPLOYED ON A SHI FT, ALL OF
THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT SHALL APPLY. A SHI FT SHALL | NCLUDE
ALL PERSONS WORKI NG AT THE DI FFERENT LOCATI ONS OF A M NE.

(1) 1TF A MNE HAS EMPLOYEES WORKI NG AT DI FFERENT LOCATI ONS
WTH N A RADI US OF NOT MORE THAN TEN M LES OR A LESSER NUMBER OF
M LES AS MAY BE DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL
RESOQURCES AND SAlI D LOCATI ONS ARE CONNECTED BY TELEPHONE SERVI CE
OR EQUI VALENT FACI LI TI ES, AN EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN OR THE
EQUI VALENT AT ANY LOCATION ON THE SHI FT SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE
COVWPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ACT.

(rr1r) 1F LESS THAN 20 PERSONS ARE EMPLOYED ON A SHI FT, AN
AMBULANCE SERVI CE W TH THREE MEMBERS CERTI FI ED AS EMERGENCY
MEDI CAL TECHNI CI ANS, NOT NECESSARI LY COAL EMPLOYEES, LOCATED
WTH N A RADIUS OF TEN M LES, OR SUCH OTHER DI STANCE AS NAY BE
APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES UPON
REQUEST FOR AND APPROVAL OF A VARI ANCE THERETO, SHALL BE DEEMED
TO BE | N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ACT.

(1'V) | F AN AREA AMBULANCE SERVI CE IS NOT AVAI LABLE, THREE
PERSONS, NOT NECESSARI LY COAL EMPLOYEES, POSSESSI NG
CERTI FI CATI ON AS AN EMERCGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN, OR THE
EQUI VALENT THEREOF, RESIDING WTH N A RADIUS OF TEN M LES, OR
SUCH OTHER DI STANCE AS MAY BE APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES, UPON REQUEST FOR AND APPROVAL OF A
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VARI ANCE THERETO, FOR VWH CH ON- CALL SERVI CE HAS BEEN ARRANGED
SHALL BE COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ACT.

Section 3. Regulations for Training and Certification.--The
Departnment of Health shall make rul es and regul ati ons as may be
necessary to train and certify enmergency nedi cal technicians and
enmergency nedi cal technician paranedics.

Section 4. First-aid Training of Coal Mne Enpl oyees. --Each
coal mine operator shall provide every new enpl oyee who shal
not have received the initial training hereunder within six
nmont hs of the date of his enploynment with the opportunity for
such first-aid training as shall be prescribed by the Departnent
of Environnmental Resources after consultation with the
Department of Health, the Mning Enforcenent and Safety
Adm ni stration of the United States Departnent of the Interior,
representatives of the mners and of the coal m ne operators.
Each coal m ne enpl oyee shall be provided with opportunity for
refresher first-aid training of not less than five hours within
each 24 nonths of enploynment. The enpl oyee shall be paid regular
wages, or overtinme pay if applicable, for all periods of first-
ai d training.

Section 5. Continuing Training.--The Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources, after consultation with the Depart nent
of Health regarding the content of instruction courses, shal
provi de for necessary training on a continuing basis of
energency nedi cal technicians and energency nedi cal technician
pararedie PARAMEDI CS in sufficient nunbers to satisfy the <—
requi renents of this act and shall propose rules and regul ations
to i nplenent the operational provisions of this act to the
Environnental Quality Board.

Section 6. Certification.--The Departnent of Health shal
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prescri be such procedures as nay be necessary to certify
enmergency nedi cal technicians and energency nedi cal technician
par anmedi cs and consult with the Departnent of Environnental

Resources as nay be required hereunder.

SECTION 7. LIABILITIES.--(A) NO PHYSICI AN, WHO IN GOOD FAI TH <—
G VES | NSTRUCTI ONS TO A CERTI FI ED EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN
OR EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI AN PARAMEDI C, A REG STERED NURSE
OR PHYSI Cl AN S ASSI STANT SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR ANY Cl VI L DANMAGES
AS A RESULT OF | SSU NG THE | NSTRUCTI ONS, UNLESS QU LTY OF GROSS
OR W LLFUL NEGLI GENCE

(B) NO CERTI FI ED EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI AN OR EMERGENCY
MEDI CAL TECHNI CI AN PARAMEDI C, REGQ STERED NURSE, OR PHYSI Cl AN S
ASSI STANT WHO I N GOCD FAI TH ATTEMPTS TO RENDER EMERGENCY CARE TO
ANY SI CK OR | NJURED PERSON I N OR ABOQUT A COAL M NE, SHALL BE
LI ABLE FOR CI VIL DAMAGES AS A RESULT OF ANY ACTS OR OM SSI ONS,
UNLESS GUILTY OF GROSS OR W LLFUL NEGLI GENCE.

Section 8. Equivalent Training.--The Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources nay deternmine that a coal mne operator
is presently providing emergency nedical care for its enpl oyees

which is equivalent to or superior to the emergency nedi cal care
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provi ded for hereunder; and, in that event, it shall nake a
finding that such operator is in conpliance with this act.

Section 9. Regulations for Operational Provisions.--The
Environnental Quality Board shall make rules and regulations to
i npl enent the operational provisions of this act.

Section 10. Ef fective Date.--This act shall take effect in
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60 days.
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