PRINTER S NO. 1682

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1429 s

I NTRODUCED BY WALSH AND McLANE, JUNE 10, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, JUNE 11, 1975
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AN ACT
Reenacting and anmendi ng the act of Novenber 10, 1965 (P.L.835,

No. 351), entitled "An act providing pensions for surviving

spouses of police officers in cities of the second class A

under certain ternms and conditions, and providing for

contributions by nmenbers of the police pension or retirenent
fund and appropriations by the city for that purpose,”
extending the provisions of the act to firenen in cities of

t he second cl ass A

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and act of Novenber 10, 1965 (P.L. 835,
No. 351), entitled "An act providing pensions for surviving
spouses of police officers in cities of the second class A under
certain ternms and conditions, and providing for contributions by
menbers of the police pension or retirenment fund and
appropriations by the city for that purpose,” subsection (b) of
section 1 and section 2 anmended August 18, 1967 (P.L.248,

No. 99), subsection (e) of section 2 added July 18, 1974
(No. 166), is reenacted and anended to read:
AN ACT

Provi di ng pensions for surviving spouses of police officers and
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firenmen in cities of the second class A under certain terns

and conditions, and providing for contributions by nenbers of

the police and fire pension or retirenent [fund] funds and

appropriations by the city for that purpose.

Section 1. (a) In any city of the second class A any nenber
and who elects in witing to be governed by the provisions of
this act and who retires under the provisions of the |aw
and ordi nances adopted pursuant thereto, shall, at the tinme of
his retirenment, receive the pension so provided for during his
lifetime and a pension after his death, payable to his surviving
spouse at the time of retirenent, equal to fifty per centum of
hi s pension: Provided, That such person so retiring shall have
been married to his spouse for not |ess than five years prior to
the date of retirenment and the spouse is dependent upon such
deceased enploye at the tinme of his death.

(b) The pension to be paid to such surviving spouse shal
begin on the first day of the nmonth in which the death of the
deceased spouse occurs and shall continue to and term nate upon
t he death of such surviving spouse, unless such surviving spouse
shall remarry, in which event the paynent of the survivor's
pensi on shall thereupon be term nated.

(c) The word "pension" as used in this section shall be
construed to nmean the sum of the pension plus the anount of
service increnment, if any, to which the married person retiring
shal | be entitled.

(d) When any surviving spouse receives paynments under the
provi sions of this section, such surviving spouse shall not be

entitled to any withdrawal of contributions nmade into the police
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or fire pension or retirenment fund by the deceased enpl oye, nor
shall the children, parents or estate of the deceased enpl oye be
entitled to a refund of said contributions.

Section 2. (a) In any city of the second class A a
pensi on or retirenment fund who:

(1) At the tinme of his death was in active service with the
city; and

(2) Had elected to be governed by the provisions of this act
shall be entitled to survivorship benefits equal to fifty per
centum of the pension which woul d have been payable to such
active nmenber had he retired at the date of his death: Provided,
That such enpl oye shall have been married to his spouse for not
| ess than five years prior to the date of his death and that the
spouse was dependent upon such deceased enploye at the tine of
hi s deat h.

(b) Such surviving spouse shall be entitled to receive
paynents conmencing the first day of the nonth next follow ng
the death of the deceased spouse and such paynent shall continue
to and term nate upon the death of such surviving spouse:

Provi ded, however, That in the event that such surviving spouse
shall remarry, the paynent of the survivorship pension shal
t her eupon be term nated.

(c) The word "pension" as used in this section shall be
construed to nmean the sum of the pension plus the anount of
service increnments, if any, to which the deceased nenber of the
entitled had he retired upon the date of his death.

(d) When any surviving spouse receives paynments under the

provi sions of this section, such surviving spouse shall not be
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entitled to any withdrawal of contributions nmade into the police
or fire pension or retirenment fund by the deceased enpl oyes, nor
shall the estate of the deceased be entitled to a refund of said
contri butions.

(e) Each surviving spouse at the tine active nenbers of the

police force or fire force receive an increase in conpensation
may receive an increase in their pension in an amount equal to
twenty-five per centumof the increase granted to active nenbers

of the police force or fire force of the sane rank as the

deceased spouse when he retired fromactive service.

Section 3. Any nenber of the police or fire pension or

pension or retirement fund may within ninety days of joining the
fund, elect to be governed by the provisions of this act,

provi ded such election shall be in witing and that witing
shall be filed with the secretary of the police or fire pension
or retirement fund.

Section 4. Each nmenber who elects to be governed under the
provi sions of this act shall agree to contribute one percent of
his earned conpensation in addition to all other contributions
required by |aw and ordi nances adopt ed pursuant thereto.

Section 5. The annual appropriation made by cities of the
or retirement allowances shall be sufficient, when added to the
contributions nade by nmenbers during such year, suns received
fromtax distributions and income frominvestnents, to pay in
full the retirenent allowances and the pensions authorized by
this act for surviving spouses payable during such year.

Section 6. This act shall take effect imediately.
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