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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1276 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY ENGLEHART, MANM LLER, PI EVSKY AND J. B. KELLY |11
MAY 7, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 7, 1975

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 11, 1967 (P.L.707, No.331),
entitled "An act providing for and regul ati ng thoroughbred
horse racing with pari-nmutuel wagering on the results
thereof, creating the State Horse Racing Conmi ssion as an

i ndependent adm ni strative conm ssion and defining its powers

and duties; providing for the establishnment and operation of

t hor oughbred horse racing plants; inposing taxes on revenues

of such plants; disposing of all noneys received by the

commi ssion and all noneys collected fromthe taxes;

aut hori zing penalties; and nmaking appropriations,”™ changing

terms, and further providing for the |ocation of horse race

neetings, license renewal and enpl oynent of public enpl oyes.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1, the third paragraph of section 3 and
subsection (a) of section 7, act of Decenber 11, 1967 (P.L. 707,
No. 331), referred to as the State Horse Raci ng Law, are anended
to read:

Section 1. State Horse Raci ng Comm ssion.--The State Horse
Raci ng Comm ssion is hereby established as an i ndependent
adm ni strative comm ssion, and it shall have general
jurisdiction over all pari-nutuel thoroughbred horse racing

activities in the State and the corporations engaged therein.



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

For the purposes of this act, "thoroughbred horse racing"” shal
mean that form of horse racing in which each participating horse
is nmounted by a jockey and engages in races on the flat but does
not include a steeplechase or hurdle race. Such comm ssion shal
consi st of three nmenbers who shall be appointed by the Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Governor
shal | designate one of the menbers as chai rnman of the
conmi ssi on. The chairman of such comm ssion shall hold office
for a termof three years, and the other two nmenbers shall hold
office for terns of one and two years respectively as designated
by the Governor. Thereafter their successors shall be appointed
for a full termof three years. Such conm ssioners shall receive
no salary but shall be reinbursed for expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties. The conm ssion shal

appoi nt an executive director and such deputies, secretaries,

of ficers, representatives and counsel as it nmay deem necessary,
who shall serve during its pleasure, and shall al so appoint such
enpl oyes it may deem necessary and whose duties shall be

prescri bed by the conm ssion and whose conpensati on shall be
fixed by the comm ssion within the appropriations avail abl e
therefor. It shall be the duty of the [secretary] executive

director to keep a full and faithful record of the proceedi ngs
of such conmm ssion, preserve at the general office of such

commi ssion all books, maps, docunents, and papers entrusted to
his care, prepare for service such papers and notices as may be
required of himby the comm ssion, and perform such other duties

as the comm ssion nmay prescribe. It shall be the duty of the

[secretary] executive director to keep, at the offices of the
conmm ssion, a docket setting forth the nanmes of all stockhol ders

in all corporations |icensed under this act, the nunber of

19750H1276B1468 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

shares held by each such stockhol der, and the date on which each
shar ehol der acquired his stock in the corporate |icensee. Such
docket shall be open for public inspection. The comm ssion, or
such officers, enployes or agents of the conm ssion as may be
desi gnated by the comm ssion for such purpose, shall have the
power to adm ni ster oaths and exam ne w tnesses, and nmay issue
subpoenas to conpel attendance of w tnesses, and the production
of all relevant and material reports, books, papers, docunents,
correspondence, and ot her evidence. Such comm ssion shall,

annual ly, by March 1, make a full report to the Governor of its
proceedi ngs for the precedi ng cal endar year and such suggestions
and recomendations as it shall deem desirable.

Section 3. Incorporation.--* * *

No corporation organi zed pursuant to this act shall have or
be given the right or power to conduct any thoroughbred horse
race neet pursuant to this act, except on obtaining a license
fromthe comm ssion and at the |l ocation designated in its
[certificate of incorporation] |license as the place at which it
was proposed to conduct its business: Provided, That this
restriction shall not apply to any such corporation whose racing
pl ant or the useful ness thereof or of any nmaterial part thereof,
in the discretion of the conm ssion, shall, for any reason
beyond the control of such corporation, be totally destroyed or
so substantially interfered with or damaged as to render sane
unfit for continued operation. Pending the rebuilding or
restoration of its useful ness, or the nmaking of the required
repairs to said plant or the part thereof so destroyed or
damaged, the State Horse Racing Conm ssion may |icense such
corporation to conduct its thoroughbred horse racing neetings at

any ot her suitable |ocation.
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Section 7. Licenses for Thoroughbred Horse Racing
Meetings.--(a) Any corporation desiring to conduct thoroughbred
horse race neetings at which pari-nmutuel betting shall be
permtted may apply to the State Horse Raci ng Conm ssion for a
license to do so. If, in the judgnent of the State Horse Racing
Conmmi ssion, the public interest, convenience or necessity wll
be served thereby and a proper case for the issuance of such
license is shown consistent with the purposes of this act and
the best interests of racing generally, it may grant such
license for a termending not later than the fifteenth day of
Novenber next succeeding the granting thereof, specifying dates
and hours during which, and the place where, the |icensee may
operate. Any license so issued [may] shall be renewed [upon

application] automatically, unless the license is revoked or

suspended pursuant to section 19, in accordance with the

procedures set forth in section 20.

* * %

Section 2. Subsection (a) of section 9 of the act, anmended
February 25, 1972 (P.L.84, No.30), is anended to read:

Section 9. Prohibition of Interest by Public Oficers,
Publ i c Enpl oyes and Party O ficers in Pari-mnmutuel Racing
Activities.--(a) No public officer, public enploye or party
of ficer shall

(1) Hold any license to conduct a pari-nutuel neet fromthe

St at e Horse Raci ng Conm ssion; or

(2) Om or hold, directly or indirectly, any proprietary
interest, stock or obligation of any firm association or
corporation (i) which is |icensed by such comm ssion to conduct
pari-nmutuel racing, or (ii) which is licensed to conduct its

occupation, trade or business at race tracks at which pari-
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mut uel race neets are conducted, or (iii) which owns or |eases
to any licensed association or corporation a race track at which
pari-nmutuel racing is conducted, or (iv) which participates in
t he managenent of any |icensee conducting pari-nutuel racing; or

(3) Hold any office or enploynment with any firm association
or corporation specified in clause (2) of this section; or

(4) Sell (or be a nenber of a firmor own ten percent or
nore of the stock of any corporation which sells) any goods or
services to any firm association or corporation specified in
clause (2) of this section.

The provisions of clause (3) of this subsection (a) shall not
apply to a public enploye [of a political subdivision] (other
than a police officer or paid enploye of a police departnent,
sheriff's office, district attorney's office or other |aw
enf orcenent agency) [whose conpensation is |ess than twel ve
t housand dol Il ars ($12,000) per annum: Provided, That such
enpl oyment of enployes of a political subdivision may be
prohi bited by ordi nance, resolution or |ocal |aw adopted by the
| ocal |egislative body or other governing board of such
political subdivision

* x *

Section 3. Section 22 of the act, anended May 22, 1972
(P.L.303, No.80), is anended to read:

Section 22. Prohibition of Wagering by Certain Oficials,
Enpl oyes and M nors; Prohibition of Attendance by M nors.--No

conmi ssi oner, executive director, secretary, deputy, officer,

representative, enploye or counsel of the comm ssion shall bet
upon the outcone of any thoroughbred horse race conducted at a
track at which pari-nutuel betting is conducted by any |licensee

of the comm ssion, and no corporation which is |icensed under
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this act shall permt any person who is actually and apparently
under eighteen years of age to bet at a thoroughbred horse race
nmeeti ng conducted by it and no such corporation shall permt any
person who is actually and apparently between ten and ei ghteen
years of age to attend a thoroughbred horse race neeting
conducted by it unless such person is acconpani ed by a parent or
guardi an and no such corporation shall permt any person who is
actually and apparently under ten years of age to attend a

t hor oughbred horse race neeting conducted by it. This section
shall not be construed to prohibit persons under eighteen years
of age, who are legally enployed, frombeing in and upon the
race track prem ses for the purpose solely of engaging in the
performance of their duties as enployes. The State Horse Racing
Commi ssion shall, by rule, provide for enforcenment of this

secti on.

Section 4. Section 23 of the act is anmended to read:

Section 23. Free Passes, Cards, or Badges.--A corporation
Iicensed to conduct pari-nutuel betting on thoroughbred horse
races run at its race track shall not issue free passes, cards,
or badges except to persons hereafter described: Oficers,

shar ehol ders and enpl oyes of the corporation conducting the race

nmeeti ng; nenbers, the executive director, officers and enpl oyes

of the State Horse Raci ng Comm ssion, nenbers of thoroughbred
horse raci ng associ ati ons of other states and foreign countries;
public officers engaged in the performance of their duties;
persons actually enployed and accredited by the press to attend
such neetings; owners, stable nanagers, trainers, jockeys,

concessionaires, all persons on active duty in the Arned Forces

of the United States, upon presentation of identification to

that effect, such other persons as pernmtted by the State Horse
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Raci ng Conmi ssi on, and ot her persons whose actual duties require

their presence at such race track. The issuance of tax-free
passes, cards, or badges shall be under the rules and

regul ations of the State Horse Racing Conmi ssion and a |ist of
all persons to whom free passes, cards, or badges are issued

shall be filed with the State Horse Raci ng Conmi ssi on.

~N~ o o~ W ON

Section 5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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