PRINTER S NO. 927

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 824  *%n”

I NTRODUCED BY HALVERSON, MARCH 18, 1975

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 19, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for the dissolution of
voluntarily consolidated school districts and requiring a
ref erendum
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 224, act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the "Public School Code of 1949," added
Decenber 7, 1965 (P.L.1034, No.385), is anmended to read:

Section 224. Conbination of or Di ssolution of Voluntarily

Merged School Districts.--Any two or nore school districts or

adm nistrative units may conbine to create a | arger schoo

district or a voluntarily conbined district dissolve a nerged

district. The board of school directors of each school district

desiring to formsuch a conbination or_dissolution shall, by a

majority vote, adopt a resolution outlining the areas to be

conbi ned or _dissolved and file an application for approval wth

t he [ Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of
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Educati on. The [ Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary

of Education shall place on the agenda of the State Board of

Educati on each such application for its consideration.

The State Board of Education shall review each application
upon its agenda and approve such applications as it deens w se
in the best interest of the educational system of the
Conmonweal t h.

The State Board may continue the application on its agenda
and may permt any school district or interested party,
aggrieved by the petition, to file its objection. Such objection
shall set forth the basis for and facts of aggrievenent.

If an application is not approved it shall be returned to the

applying district or districts for resubm ssion in accordance

wi th such recommendati ons as may be attached thereto.
When an application receives approval, but before the State

Board of Education shall direct the [Superintendent of Public

Instruction] Secretary of Education to issue a certificate

creating the new school district or districts, listing the nane

or _nanes, constituting conponent or conponents, classification

or classifications and effective date of operation, there shal

be, in the case of a dissolution, an election held on the

questi on of the dissolution of such school district, which shal

be held on the day of the next primary, general or nunici pal

el ection occurring at | east sixty (60) days after such approval

of the State board. Such el ection shall be held at the requl ar

polling places in the school district affected. At any such

election all of the reqgistered el ectors of the school district

affected by such dissolution shall have the right to vote. The

ball ot at any such election, or ballot |labels in the event

voting is by nachine, shall be furni shed by the county board or
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1 boards of elections, and the question to be placed thereon shal
2 be franed, printed and advertised as provided by the election

3 laws of the Commonweal th.

4 The election officers, after the polls have been closed,

5 shall count the ballots and certify the nunber of votes cast for
6 and against such dissolution to the county board of el ections,

7 who shall tabulate and conpute the sane and lay the result

8 before the State Board of Education. If it shall appear that a
9 mmjority of the votes cast in the school district affected are
10 in favor of the dissolution of such school district, the State
11 board shall order the issuing of the certificates. If a majority
12 of the votes cast in the school district affected, are agai nst
13 the dissolution of such school district, no further action shal
14 be had upon said application. No new application shall be

15 considered for a period of five (5) years.

16 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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