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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 695  *un”

| NTRODUCED BY MRS. KELLY, MESSRS., Di CARLO, USTYNOSKI, DiETZ,

McLANE, FEE, REED, BERLIN, McCLATCHY AND HI LL, MARCH 11, 1975

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 27, 1975
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 23, 1956 (P.L.1510, No.500), entitled,

as anmended, "An act providing for the prevention and control
of conmuni cabl e and non- comuni cabl e di seases i ncl udi ng
venereal diseases, fixing responsibility for disease
prevention and control, requiring reports of diseases, and

authorizing treatnment of venereal diseases, and providing for

premarital and prenatal blood tests; anending, revising and

consolidating the laws relating thereto; and repealing

certain acts,” providing for serological testing to identify
carriers of certain genetic diseases and the reporting and
use of such tests.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The heading of section 12, act of April 23, 1956
(P.L.1510, No.500), known as the "Di sease Prevention and Control
Law of 1955," is anmended and a subsection is added to read:

Section 12. Premarital Examination for | Syphilis } AND

OTHER D seases. - -

(c.1) The standard forns supplied to physici ans and

| aboratories by the Departnent of Health for the reporti ng of

serol ogical testing shall contain the foll owi ng statenents: (1)

bl ood testing may identify carriers of genetic di seases,
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including but not linited to tay sachs di sease, sickle cel

aneni a and cool ey's anem a (2) such tests can be adm ni stered at

the request of the exam ni ng physician at the sane tine that the

tests for venereal di sease are adninistered, if the physician

deternmines the test to be necessary, and if the patients agree

to such test. I n cases where genetic testing proves positive,

t he exam ni ng physi cian shall offer to refer the individuals for

genetic counseling. No application for a nmarriage |icense shal

be deni ed sol el y because such genetic tests prove positive nor

shall the absence of such a test invalidate a narri age.
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