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AN ACT
Relating to bail and violation thereof and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Each person accused of a m sdeneanor or of a
felony, not involving an act of violence, shall be admtted to
bail on his own bonds w thout surety and wi thout a cash deposit,
condi tioned upon his prom se under oath to appear at the trial
or at any subsequent pre-trial hearing upon tinely notice from
the office of the prosecuting attorney.

Section 2. Each person accused of a felony involving
vi ol ence or of the crinme of violating bail, as established in
section 3, shall not be admtted to bail except upon
determi nation of a court of common pleas. After the arrest and
confi nement of such accused person, the said accused person nay
request the common pleas court of the jurisdiction in which he
is confined to hold a hearing to determ ne whether he may be

admtted to bail. Wlereupon the said court of conmon pleas wll
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hold the hearing within 24 hours and will imedi ately make the
determi nation as to whether such accused person may be admtted
to bail under the provisions of section 1. Failure of the court
of conmon pleas to hold the hearing within 24 hours will entitle
the accused to the provisions of section 1.

Section 3. Any person who has been admtted to bail under
his own surety as provided for in section 1 and who fails to
appear at any hearing or trial in connection with the offense of
whi ch he is accused after tinely notice fromthe office of the
prosecution attorney is guilty of a felony and upon conviction
may be sentenced to a fine not to exceed $5,000, or to
i mprisonment not to exceed 5 years, or both.

Section 4. Al laws in force in the Conmonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a i nconsi stent herewith are repealed to the extent of
t heir inconsistency.

Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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