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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 22, 1964 (Sp. Sess., P.L.84, No.6),
entitled "An act to codify, anend, revise and consolidate the
laws relating to em nent domain," further providing for
conpensation for displaced honeowners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 609 and 611, act of June 22, 1964 ( Sp.
Sess., P.L.84, No.6), known as the "Em nent Domai n Code,"
section 609 added Decenber 29, 1971(P.L.635, No.169), are
amended to read:

Section 609. Condemmee's Costs Wiere No Decl aration of
Taking Filed.--Were proceedings are instituted by a condemee
under section 502(e), a judgnent awardi ng conpensation to the
condemmee for the taking of property shall include reinbursenent

of reasonabl e appraisal, attorney and engi neering fees and ot her

costs and expenses actually incurred based on the prevailing

met hods for determning fees in these professions, whether
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conti ngent or otherw se.

Section 611. Delay Conpensation.--The condemnee shall not be
entitled to conpensation for delay in paynment during the period
he remains in possession after the condemmation, nor during such
period shall a condemmor be entitled to rent or other charges
for use and occupancy of the condemmed property by the

condemmee. Speci al conpensation shall, however, be awarded for

i mprovenents nmade by the owner during the period the owner

remai ns in possession after condemmati on and prior to

relinqui shnent, which are essential to the health and safety of

t he occupant and as may be required by the |local health, fire,

and ot her nunicipal authorities, by code or by ordi nance.

Conpensation for delay in paynent shall, however, be paid at the
rate of six per cent per annumfromthe date of relinquishnent
of possession of the condemmed property by the condemmee, or if
the condemation is such that possession is not required to
effectuate it, then delay conpensation shall be paid fromthe
date of condemmation: Provided, however, That no conpensation
for delay shall be payable with respect to funds paid on
account, or by deposit in court, after the date of such paynent
or deposit. Conpensation for delay shall not be included by the
viewers or the court or jury on appeal as part of the award or
verdict, but shall at the tine of paynent of the award or
j udgnment be cal cul ated as above and added thereto. There shal
be no further or additional paynent of interest on the award or
verdi ct.

Section 2. Section 602-A of the act, added Decenber 29, 1971
(P.L.635, No.169), is anended to read:

Section 602-A. Repl acenent Housing for Homeowners.--(a) In

addition to paynents otherw se authorized, the acquiring agency
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shall nmake an additional paynent not in excess of fifteen

t housand dol Il ars ($15,000) to any di spl aced person who is

di spl aced froma dwelling actually owned and occupi ed by such

di spl aced person for not |ess than one hundred ei ghty days prior
to the initiation of negotiations for the acquisition of the
property or the receipt of witten notice fromthe acquiring
agency of intent to acquire or order to vacate. Such additional
paynent shall include the follow ng el enents:

(1) The amount, if any, which, when added to the acquisition
cost of the acquired dwelling, equals the reasonable cost of a
conpar abl e repl acenent dwelling which is a decent, safe, and
sanitary dwelling adequate to accommpdat e such di spl aced person,
reasonably accessible to public services and his place of
enpl oynment and avail abl e to such di spl aced person on the private

mar ket, but shall in no event be | ess than the anount, if any,

whi ch, when added to the acquisition cost of the acquired

dwel ling, equals the nean nmarket val ue of residential dwellings

within the sane county as the property whi ch was acquired. Man

mar ket val ue shall be cal cul ated by taki ng the nean mar ket val ue

fromthe nost recently taken United States Census for the county

and addi ng such a sumas will reflect the inflation rate for the

St andard Metropolitan Statistical Area covering the county of

the acquired property as deternm ned by the United States

Depart nent of Labor.

(2) The amount, if any, as hereinafter provided, which wll
conpensat e such di spl aced person for any increased interest and
ot her debt service costs, which such person is required to pay
for financing the acquisition of any such conparabl e repl acenent
dwel I'i ng. Such anpbunt shall be equal to the excess in the

aggregate interest and other debt service costs of that anmount
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on the principal of the installment purchase contract, nortgage
or other evidence of debt on the replacenment dwelling which is
equal to the unpaid bal ance of the installnment purchase
contract, nortgage or other evidence of debt on the acquired
dwel i ng over the remaining termof the installnent purchase
contract, nortgage or other evidence of debt on the acquired
dwel I'i ng reduced to di scounted present value. The discount rate
shall be the prevailing interest rate paid on savings deposits
by commrercial banks in the general area in which the repl acenent
dwel ling is |located. Such anount shall be paid only if the
acqui red dwel ling was subject to an install nent purchase
contract or encunbered by a bona fide installnent purchase
contract, nortgage or other evidence of debt secured by the
dwel I'ing which was a valid lien on such dwelling for not |ess

t han one hundred eighty days prior to the initiation of

negoti ations for the acquisition of such dwelling.

(3) Reasonabl e expenses incurred by such displaced person
for evidence of title, recording and attorney fees, real
property transfer taxes, and other closing and rel ated costs
incident to the purchase and financing of the repl acenent
dwel I'i ng, but not including prepaid expenses.

(b) The additional paynment authorized by this section shal
be made only to such a displaced person who purchases and
occupi es a replacenent dwelling, which is decent, safe,
sanitary, and adequate to acconmopdate such di spl aced person, not
| ater than the end of the one-year period beginning on the date
on which he receives final paynment of his full acquisition cost
for the acquired dwelling, or on the date on which he noves from

the acquired dwelling, whichever is the |later date unless he is

unabl e to purchase a repl acenent dwelli ng because of age or
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disability. Regulations issued pursuant to section 604-A may

prescri be situations when such one-year period may be extended.

(c) The person entitled under this section shall have the

1
2
3
4 right to elect the benefits avail abl e under section 603-A in
5 lieu of those provided by this section.

6

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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