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In the House of Representatives, June 13, 1972

Many menbers of the bench who deal with matters relating to
the problens of children and youth and other citizens who deal
with such matters have becone increasingly concerned about the
manner such probl ens are handl ed i n Pennsyl vani a.

Most of the problens relate to delinquency, dependent and
negl ected children and those in need of nental health services.

Presently, services for children who have such probl ens cone
froma nyriad of departnents and agencies at both the State and
county | evels of governnent resulting in confusion and
fragnmentation in the delivery of such services.

Sonme exanpl es of such confusion and fragnentation are as
foll ows:

(1) If achildis found delinquent, he nay be sent to a
Yout h Devel opment Center or a Forestry Canp operated by the
Departnment of Public Welfare, or to the State Correctional
Institution at Canp H Il or Miuncy, operated by the Departnent of

Justice. He may be placed on probation under the supervision of



a probation officer who reports to the court and who is an
enpl oye of the county in which that court is |ocated.

(2) The education prograns at the Youth Devel opnent Centers
and Forestry Canps are generally operated by the Internediate
Unit for the county in which the institution is |ocated, which
inturn is an armof the Departnent of Education.

(3) |If one of these youngsters is enrolled in a program of
t he Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation, he is in a program
operated by a bureau of the Departnent of Labor and Industry.

(4) If he is found to be dependent or neglected, he is
pl aced under the supervision of the county Child Wlfare
Servi ces agency which is operated partly by the |local county and
partly by the Departnent of Public Welfare, and if one of these
same youngsters is found to be in need of nental health services
he may be under the supervision of a Child Wl fare Services
wor ker or a probation officer until he is placed in a State
school and/or hospital or other nental health facility when he
t hen comes under the supervision of the Ofice of Mental Health
and Mental Retardation, Departnment of Public Welfare. If he
receives conmunity nmental health services he is under the
community nental health-nmental retardation prograns for which
counties are responsible.

(5) There are various delinguency prevention programns
i ncludi ng the establishnment of conmmunity based services, group
living arrangenents and pre-delinquency identification. In the
City of Pittsburgh, one such programis a Mddel Cities proposal
in which funding is fromHUD and HEWt hrough the Mayor's office
of the City of Pittsburgh to a specified Mddel Cities
nei ghbor hood, with the possibility of other funds from LEAA

t hrough the Governor's Justice Comm ssion. There is also a State
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Department of Public Welfare proposal being considered for other
nei ghbor hoods in Al l egheny County which would utilize OEO funds
through the DPWand its Regional office to the County. In both

i nstances the Juvenile Court is in the focal position.

(6) The Juvenile Court Judges' Comm ssion which, anong ot her
t hi ngs, sets standards for probation officers and has recently
submtted to the Suprenme Court of Pennsylvania proposed rul es
for Juvenile Court procedure, also operates the State grants to
vari ous counties whose juvenile probation departnents conply
wi th comm ssion standards. The Juvenile Court Judges' Comm ssion
falls within the Departnent of Justice.

As a result of such confusion and fragnmentation, those who
are responsible for the adm nistration of the various prograns
are not informed when policy changes are nade by the various
agenci es i nvol ved.

The first step toward the solution to this confusion would be
a determ nation of all the various services offered to children
and yout h havi ng such probl enms and whi ch agency and branch of
government is responsible therefor.

Secondly, a determ nation should be nade of the feasibility
and advisability of the establishment of a new departnent which
woul d be solely responsible for the adm nistration of all such
services to children and youth; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Joint State CGovernnent Conm ssion is
directed to study all of the various services rendered to
children and youth by all levels of governnment relative to
problens relating to delinguency, dependent and negl ect ed
children and those in need of nmental health services to
determ ne who is responsible therefor; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commission is directed to study the
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feasibility and advisability of establishing a new depart nent
whi ch woul d be solely responsible for the adm nistration of al
such services; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion shall report its findings and

recommendati ons, together with drafts of |egislation recommended
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by it, to the General Assenbly as soon as possi bl e.
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