PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 889 PRINTER S NO. 1307

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 7306 %

| NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, BOSCOLA, CORNMAN, EARLL, LEMMOND, ORIE,
VENGER, D. VHHITE, M VH TE AND WOZNI AK, JUNE 9, 2005

SENATOR SCARNATI, LABOR AND | NDUSTRY, AS AMENDED,
NOVEMBER 1, 2005

OCO~NOUITARWNE

; -ty —
AMENDI NG THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 10, 1999 (P.L.491, NO 45), ENTITLED <—
"AN ACT ESTABLI SHI NG A UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE; | MPOSI NG
PONERS AND DUTI ES ON MUNI Cl PALI TI ES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND | NDUSTRY; PROVI DI NG FOR ENFORCEMENT; | MPOSI NG
PENALTI ES; AND MAKI NG REPEALS, " FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR
DEFI NI TI ONS; AND PROVI DI NG FOR APPLI CABI LI TY ON CERTAI N
UNCERTI FI ED BUI LDI NGS.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Seetton—t——Section—103—of the—act—of Novenber—16—1999 <—
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10 SECTION 1. SECTION 103 OF THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 10, 1999

11 (P.L.491, NO 45), KNOMN AS THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSTRUCTI ON CODE

12 ACT, |'S AVENDED BY ADDI NG DEFI NI TI ONS TO READ:

13 SECTI ON 103. DEFI NI Tl ONS.

14 THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
15 HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE

16 CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

17 * x %

18 "INDUSTRI AL BOARD. " THE | NDUSTRI AL BOARD UNDER SECTI ONS 445
19 AND 2214 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO 175), KNOM AS
20 THE ADM NI STRATI VE CODE OF 1929, VH CH HEARS REQUESTS FOR

21 VAR ANCES AND EXTENSI ONS OF TI ME_AND APPEALS OF DECI SI ONS OF THE
22 DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY UNDER THE UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON
23 CODE.

24 * x %

25 "UNCERTI FIED BU LDING " AN EXI STING BU LDING VH CH, PRIOR TO
26 APRIL 9, 2004, WAS NOT APPROVED FOR USE AND OCCUPANCY BY THE

27 DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY OR A MUNICI PALI TY VWH CH WAS

28 ENFORCING A BUI LDING CODE. THE TERM DOES NOT | NCLUDE A

29 RESI DENTI AL _BUI LDI NG

30 * x %
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SECTION 2. SECTION 902 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:
SECTI ON 902. APPLICABILITY TO [ H STORI C] CERTAI N BU LDl NGS[ ,

STRUCTURES AND SI TES] .
(A)  H STORI C BU LDI NGS, STRUCTURES AND SITES. - - THE

PROVI SI ONS OF THE 1999 BOCA NATI ONAL BUI LDI NG CCDE, FOURTEENTH
EDI TI ON, RELATI NG TO THE CONSTRUCTI ON, REPAI R, ALTERATI ON,
ADDI TI ON, RESTORATI ON AND MOVEMENT OF STRUCTURES SHALL NOT APPLY
TO EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES, OR NEW BUI LDI NGS AND
STRUCTURES NOT | NTENDED FOR RESI DENTI AL USE ON HI STORI C S| TES,
THAT ARE | DENTI FI ED AND CLASSI FI ED BY THE FEDERAL, STATE OR
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORI TY AS H STORI C BUI LDI NGS OR SI TES WHERE
SUCH BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES ARE JUDGED BY THE CODE OFFI CI AL TO
BE SAFE AND I N THE | NTEREST OF PUBLI C HEALTH, SAFETY AND
VEL FARE.

(B) __UNCERTI FI ED BUI LDI NGS UNDER DEPARTMENT' S JURI SDI CTI ON. - -

SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (D), ALL OF THE FOLLOAN NG APPLY TO A

BUI LDI NG SUBJECT TO THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | SSUE A CERTI FI CATE OF

OCCUPANCY TO AN UNCERTI FIED BU LDI NG | F THAT BUI LDI NG MEETS

THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SUBSECTI ON, UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT

DEEMS THE BU LDI NG TO BE _UNSAFE BECAUSE OF | NADEQUATE MEANS

OF ECGRESS, | NADEQUATE LI GHT AND VENTI LATI ON, FI RE HAZARDS OR

OTHER DANGERS TO HUVAN LI FE OR TO PUBLI C VEL FARE.

(2) AN UNCERTI FI ED BUI LDI NG SHALL COWPLY W TH THE

(1) MAXIMUM STORY HEIGHT, M Nl MUM ALLOMBLE

CONSTRUCTI ON TYPE BASED ON FLOOR AREA, VERTI CAL_ OPEN NG

AND SHAFT PROTECTI ON, MEANS OF EGRESS REQUI REMENTS OF THE

| NTERNATI ONAL_BUI LDI NG CODE PERTAI NI NG TO M NI MUM NUMBER

OF EXITS, NMAXI MUM TRAVEL DI STANCES TO EXITS, MEANS OF

20050S0736B1307 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

EGRESS | LLUM NATI ON, M NI MUM EGRESS W DTHS AND HEI GHTS

FOR EXIT DOORS, EXIT STAIRS, EXIT RAMPS AND EXI T

CORRI DORS. VWAI VERS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWE:

(A) THE DEPARTMENT MAY WAI VE REQUI REMENTS FOR

M N MUM EGRESS W DTHS AND HEI GHTS FOR EXITS, EXIT

ACCESS DOORS, EXIT RAMPS AND EXIT CORRIDORS | F_THE

DEPARTMENT DETERM NES THAT ANY NONCONFORM NG OPENI NGS

PROVI DE SUFFI Cl ENT W DTH AND HEI GHT FOR BUI LDI NG

OCCUPANTS TO PASS THROUGH OR EGRESS THE BUI LDI NG

(B) THE DEPARTMENT MAY WAI VE ANY REQUI REMENTS

UNDER THI S SUBPARAGRAPH | F:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES A REQUI REMENT

TO BE TECHNI CALLY | NFEASI BLE;  OR

(1) THE BU LDI NG OA\NER DEMONSTRATES THAT

THE BUI LDI NG MET THE APPLI CABLE EGRESS

REQUI REMENTS WHI CH EXI STED UNDER THE ACT OF APRIL

27, 1927 (P.L.465, NO 299), REFERRED TO AS THE

FI RE AND PANI C ACT.

(© A WAIVER SHALL BE DOCUMENTED ON THE

CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY.

(1) FIRE SAFETY REQUI REMENTS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL

BUI LDI NG CODE W TH RESPECT TO FI RE ALARMS, FIRE

EXTI NGUI SHERS, HEAT AND SMOKE DETECTORS, AUTQOVATI C

SPRI NKLER SYSTEMS AND OCCUPANCY AND | NCI DENTAL USE

SEPARATI ONS. | F THE CODE REQUI RES THAT A BUI LDI NG HAVE

AUTOVATI C SPRI NKLER SYSTEMS, THE ONLY BUI LDI NGS REQUI RED

TO I NSTALL _AUTQOVATI C SPRI NKLER SYSTEMS SHALL BE THOSE

BU LDI NGS CLASSI FIED I N USE CGROUPS E (EDUCATIONAL), H

(HGH HAZARD), | (INSTITUTIONAL), R1 ORR2

(RESI DENTI AL) AND THOSE BUI LDI NGS WHI CH HAVE OCCUPI ED

20050S0736B1307 - 5 -
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FLOORS MORE THAN 75 FEET ABOVE LOWEST LEVEL OF FIRE

DEPARTMENT ACCESS. BUI LDINGS IN USE GROUPS R-1 AND R-2

VH CH DO NOT_ HAVE OCCUPI ED FLOORS MORE THAN 75 FEET ABOVE

LONEST LEVEL OF FI RE DEPARTMENT ACCESS MAY, | NSTEAD OF

I NSTALLI NG AUTOVATI C SPRI NKLER SYSTEMS, | NSTALL HARD-

W RED | NTERCONNECTED HEAT AND SMOKE DETECTORS LOCATED IN

ALL LOBBIES, CORRI DORS, EQUI PMENT ROOVS, STORAGE ROOMS

AND OTHER SPACES THAT ARE NOT NORVALLY OCCUPIED. |F

CONSTRUCTI ON BEGAN ON A BUI LDI NG PRIOR TO MAY 19, 1984,

THERE IS NO REQUI REMENT FOR THE | NSTALLATI ON OF AUTQVATI C

SPRI NKLER SYSTEMS UNDER THI S SUBPARAGRAPH. | F

CONSTRUCTI ON OF A BUI LDI NG BEGAN AFTER IMVAY 18, 1984,

AUTOVATI C SPRI NKLER | NSTALLATI ON REQUI RED UNDER THI' S

SUBPARAGRAPH SHALL BE COVPLETED W THI N FI VE YEARS OF THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBSECTI ON; OR AN OCCUPANCY PERM T

| SSUED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE | NVALI D. WAl VERS

SHALL BE AS FOLLOWE:

(A) THE DEPARTMENT MAY WAI VE ANY REQUI REMENTS

UNDER THI S SUBPARAGRAPH | F:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES A REQUI REMENT

TO BE TECHNI CALLY | NFEASI BLE;  OR

(1) THE BU LDI NG OA\NER DEMONSTRATES THAT

THE BU LDI NG MET THE APPLI CABLE FI RE SAFETY

REQUI REMENTS WHI CH EXI STED UNDER THE FI RE AND

PANI C ACT.

(B) A WAIVER SHALL BE DOCUMENTED ON THE

CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY.

(I11) ACCESSIBILITY REQU REVMENTS AS FOLLOWE:

(A) I F CONSTRUCTI ON CF A BUI LDI NG BEGAN BEFORE

SEPTEMBER 1, 1965, NO ACCESSI Bl LI TY REQUI REMENTS

20050S0736B1307 - 6 -



1 SHALL BE | MPOSED.

2 (B) IF CONSTRUCTION OF A BU LDI NG BEGAN AFTER

3 AUGUST 31, 1965, AND BEFORE FEBRUARY 18, 1989, AND |F
4 THE BUI LDI NG WAS SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE

5 FORMER ACT _OF SEPTEMBER 1, 1965 (P.L.459, NO 235),

6 ENTI TLED, "AN ACT REQUI RI NG THAT CERTAI N BU LDI NGS

7 AND FACI LI TI ES ADHERE TO CERTAI N PRI NCI PLES,

8 STANDARDS AND SPECI FI CATI ONS TO MAKE THE SAME

9 ACCESSI BLE TO AND USABLE BY PERSONS W TH PHYSI CAL

10 HANDI CAPS, AND PROVI DI NG FOR ENFORCEMENT, " I T SHALL
11 HAVE:

12 (1) AT LEAST ONE ACCESSI BLE ENTRANCE

13 (1) AN ACCESSI BLE ROUTE FROM THE ACCESSI BLE
14 ENTRANCE TO ANY PUBLI C SPACES ON THE SAME LEVEL
15 AS THE ACCESSI|I BLE ENTRANCE; AND

16 (11'1) TF TOLET ROOVMS ARE PROVI DED, AT LEAST
17 ONE_ACCESSI BLE TO LET ROOM FOR EACH SEX OR A

18 UNI SEX TO LET ROOM COVPLYI NG W TH THE

19 ACCESSI BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL
20 BUI LDI NG CCODE
21 (G I F CONSTRUCTI ON OF THE BU LDI NG BEGAN AFTER
22 FEBRUARY 17, 1989, ALL ACCESSI BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS OF
23 THE | NTERNATI ONAL BUI LDI NG CODE SHALL BE MET
24 (3)  STRUCTURAL REQUI REMENTS SHALL NOT BE | MPOSED, UNLESS
25 THE DEPARTMVENT DETERM NES THAT THE BUI LDI NG OR A PORTI ON OF
26 THE BUI LDI NG HAS DEFECTS VWH CH ARE DANGEROUS AS DEFINED I'N
27 THE | NTERNATI ONAL EXI STI NG BUI LDI NG CODE. THE DEPARTNMENT NAY
28 | MPOSE ONLY THOSE REQUI REMENTS M NI MALLY NECESSARY TO REMOVE
29 ANY DANGER TO THE BUI LDI NG S OCCUPANTS.
30 (4) A BULDING ONNER MAY FI LE AN APPLI CATION FOR A

20050S0736B1307
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1 VARI ANCE FROM THI' S SUBSECTI ON CONCERNI NG ACCESSIBI LI TY WTH

2 THE ADVI SORY BOARD UNDER SECTI ON 106. A BU LDI NG OANER MVAY

3 FILE AN APPL| CATI ON FOR A VARI ANCE FROM THI S SUBSECTI ON

4 CONCERNI NG OTHER STANDARDS. _THE APPLI CATI ON MJUST BE FI LED

5 WTH THE | NDUSTRI AL _BOARD | F_ANY OF THE FOLLON NG APPLY:

6 (1) THE BULDING IS LOCATED IN A MUNICI PALI TY WHERE
7 THE DEPARTMENT HAS JURI SDI CTI ON

8 (1) THE BU LDING IS A STATE-OMED BU LDI NG _AS USED
9 IN TH S SUBPARAGRAPH, THE TERM " STATE- OA\WED BUI LDI NG'

10 MVEANS A BUI LDI NG OMNED OR CONSTRUCTED FOR COVMONWEALTH

11 ENTI TI ES, CONSI STI NG OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; THE UN FI ED
12 JUDI CI AL_SYSTEM THE PENNSYLVANI A H GHER EDUCATI ON

13 ASS| STANCE AGENCY; AN EXECUTI VE AGENCY; AN | NDEPENDENT

14 AGENCY; AND A STATE-AFFI LI ATED ENTITY OR STATE- RELATED

15 INSTITUTION, AS DEFINED IN 62 PA.C.S. 8 103 (RELATING TO
16 DEFI NI TI ONS) .

17 (5) A BULDING SUBJECT TO THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE

18 PERM TTED TO MAI NTAIN I TS CURRENT OCCUPANCY AS LONG AS THE

19 OMER DEMONSTRATES REASONABLE EFFORTS TO COVPLY WTH THI' S

20 SUBSECTI ON

21 (6) AN UNCERTI FI ED BUI LDI NG WHI CH WAS BUI LT BEFORE APRI L
22 27, 1927, SHALL BE DEEMED A CERTI FI ED BUI LDI NG FOR PURPGSES
23 OF TH S ACT.

24 (©) UNCERTI FI ED BUI LDI NGS OVER VWH CH THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT
25 HAVE JURI SDI CTI ON. - -

26 (1) A CONSTRUCTI ON CODE OFFICI AL SHALL | SSUE A

27 CERTI FI CATE OF_ OCCUPANCY TO AN UNCERTIFIED BU LDING IF I T

28 VEETS THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE LATEST VERSI ON OF THE

29 | NTERNATI ONAL _EXI STI NG BUI LDI NG CODE OR CHAPTER 34 OF THE

30 | NTERNATI ONAL_BUI LDI NG CODE, AND THE CONSTRUCTI ON CODE

20050S0736B1307 - 8 -
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OCFFIC AL SHALL UTILIZE THE CODE FOR THE MUNICI PALI TY VHI CH,

IN HS PROFESS|I ONAL JUDGVENT, HE DEEMS TO BEST APPLY.

(2) A CONSTRUCTI ON CODE OFFI Gl AL _MVAY DENY THE | SSUANCE

OF A CERTIFI CATE OF OCCUPANCY | F THE OFFI CI AL _DEEMS THAT A

BUI LDI NG | S UNSAFE BECAUSE OF | NADEQUATE MEANS OF EGRESS,

| NADEQUATE LI GHTI NG AND VENTI LATI ON, FI RE HAZARDS OR OTHER

DANGERS TO HUVAN LI FE OR TO PUBLI C WELFARE.

(3) A MUNICIPALITY SUBJECT TO THI S SUBSECTI ON NAY

UTI LI ZE THE STANDARDS COF SUBSECTI ON (B) FOR THE | SSUANCE OF

CERTI FI CATES OF OCCUPANCY_TO UNCERTI FI ED BUI LDI NGS BY

ADOPTI NG AN ORDI NANCE ADOPTI NG THE STANDARDS COF | SSUANCE

PURSUANT TO THE PROCEDURES DEL| NEATED | N SECTI ON 503.

(D) APPLICABILITY OF UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE. - - NOTHI NG I N

SUBSECTI ON (B) SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS TO AFFECT APPLICABILITY OF

CHAPTER 3 IF A BU LDING IS SUBJECT TO RENOVATI ON, _ADDI T1 ONS,

ALTERATI ONS OR A CHANGE | N USE OR OCCUPANCY.

SECTION 3. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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