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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 283 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BRUBAKER, KASUNI C, DI NNI MAN, WASHI NGTQN, STOUT,
Pl PPY, TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, ERICKSON, TOMLI NSON, C. WLLI AVS5,
WOZNI AK, GREENLEAF, A. W LLI AMS, PUNT, O PAKE, FERLO
RAFFERTY, KI TCHEN AND WAUGH, APRIL 3, 2008

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, APRIL 3, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Recogni zi ng the acconplishnents of Franklin & Marshall College
Prof essors Robert C. Walter and Dorothy J. Merritts for their
extensive research on | egacy sedi nent and on the publishing
of their findings in the journal Science.
WHEREAS, Ceol ogi sts have studied the flow of streans in the
M d-Atlantic States for decades, concluding that they naturally
nove in ribbonlike channels cut through silty banks; and
WHEREAS, The findings of Professors Robert C. Walter and
Dorothy J. Merritts have challenged this conclusion in a study
publ i shed in the January 18, 2008, issue of the journal Science;
and
WHEREAS, Over the course of a five-year study, Professor
Wal ter and Professor Merritts have concluded that what were
t hought to be naturally nmeandering streans are actually the
result of colonial mlldans and deforestation; and
WHEREAS, Professor Walter and Professor Merritts argue that

over the last 300 years, |arge volunmes of eroded soils becane

trapped behind the estinmated 16,000 to 18,000 dans that were
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constructed across this Commonweal th to create tens of thousands
of mllponds for industry; and

WHEREAS, The di scovery of these | egacy sedi nents has
considerable inplications for streamrestoration efforts in the
eastern United States, including valuable flood-control
neasures, stabilization of streanbanks, restoration of wetland
areas and connection of riparian areas and fl oodplains to
groundwat er, all of which have the potential to significantly
reduce nutrient and sedi nment | oadings to |local waters and the
Chesapeake Bay; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walter's and Professor Merritts'
scientific skills, professionalismand ability to conmunicate
this new i nformati on has provi ded inval uabl e assi stance to this
Commonweal th and its partners in understandi ng stream dynani cs
and integrating this know edge into restoration efforts of the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recognize this pioneering
contribution of Franklin & Marshall College Professors Robert C.
Walter and Dorothy J. Merritts; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate congratul ate Franklin & Marshal
Col | ege Professors Robert C. Walter and Dorothy J. Merritts for
t he publishing of their innovative |egacy sedinment study in the

journal Science.
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