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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2567 *5%”

| NTRODUCED BY W LT, CORRIGAN, ORI E, FAIRCH LD, FORCI ER, STERN,
WOGAN, BUNT, YOUNGBLOOD, WOINAROSKI, MELI O RAMOS, STEELMAN,
SEYFERT AND HENNESSEY, MNAY 4, 1998

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, NAY 4, 1998
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 21, 1984 (P.L.1253, No.238),
entitled "An act regulating the practice of speech-I|anguage
pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
inmpaired; creating the State Board of Exami ners in Speech-

Language and Hearing with certain powers and duties; and

prescribing penalties,” further providing for powers and

duties of the board; and providing for inpaired

pr of essi onal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5 of the act of Decenmber 21, 1984
(P.L.1253, No.238), known as the Speech-Language and Heari ng
Li censure Act, is anended to read:

Section 5. Powers and duties of board.

The board shall have the power and its duties shall be:

(1) To approve the qualifications and fitness of
applicants for licensure, and to adopt and revise rules and
regul ations requiring applicants to pass exani nations
relating to their qualifications as a prerequisite to the

i ssuance of a license.
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(2) To adopt and revise rules and regul ati ons consi st ent
with the law as may be necessary to inplenment the provisions
of this act. These rules and regul ations shall include, but
not be limted to, codes of ethics for speech-I|anguage
pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
i npai red. The codes of ethics shall provide further that,
wher eas speech-| anguage pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and
teachers of the hearing inpaired provide nonnedi cal and
nonsur gi cal services, nedical diagnosis and nedi cal treatnent
by these persons are specifically to be considered unethical
and illegal.

(3) To exam ne for, deny, approve, issue, revoke,
suspend or renew the |icenses of speech-|anguage pathol ogi st,
audi ol ogi st and teacher of the hearing inpaired applicants.

(4) To conduct hearings upon conplaints of violations of
this act and the rules and regul ati ons adopted pursuant to
this act, and to prosecute and enjoin all such violations.

(5) To spend funds necessary for the proper perfornance
of its assigned duties in accordance with the fiscal and
ot her laws of this Commonweal th and upon approval by the
Commi ssi oner of Professional and Cccupational Affairs.

(6) To waive exam nation and educational requirenents
and grant a |license as provided in sections 6 and 7.

(7) To establish standards of eligibility for license

renewal . These standards shall include, but not be limted

to, the denonstrati on of satisfactory conpletion of 20 cl ock

hours of continui ng education related to the practice of

speech-| anguage pat hol ogy, audi ol ogy or teachi ng the heari ng

i mpai red in accordance with board requl ations. No credit nay

be gi ven for courses in office managenent or practice
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bui | dingq. The board may wai ve all or part of the continuing

educati on requi renent to a |licensee who shows to the

sati sfaction of the board that the |licensee was unable to

conplete the requirenent due to ill ness, energency or

hardshi p. The requi renent to denpnstrate the sati sfactory

conpl eti on of continuing education shall begin with the

bi ennial renewal period to be designated by requl ati on of the

board and following witten notice to |licensees.

(8) To pronulgate rules and regul ati ons regardi ng
persons functioning under the direction of audiol ogists,
speech- | anguage pat hol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
i mpai r ed.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 17.1. | npai red prof essi onal s.

(a) Appoi ntnent of professional consultant.--The board, with

t he approval of the Conm ssioner of Professional and

Cccupational Affairs, shall appoint and fi x the conpensati on of

a professional consultant who is a |icensee of the board or such

ot her professional as the board nmay deternm ne, with education

and experience in the identification, treatnent and

rehabilitati on of persons with physical or nental inpairnents.

This consul tant shall be accountable to the board and shall act

as a liaison between the board and treatnent prograns, such as

al cohol and drug treatnent prograns |icensed by the Departnent

of Heal th, psychol ogi cal counseling and i npaired professi onal

support groups that are approved by the board and provi de

services to |licensees under this act.

(b)Y Board action agai nst inpaired professionals.--

(1) The board may deter and ultimately di sm ss any of

the types of corrective action set forth in this act for an
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i mpai red professional so |l ong as the professional is

progressi ng satisfactorily in an approved treatnent program

(2) An approved program provider shall, upon request,

di scl ose to the consultant any infornation in its possessi on

regardi ng an i npaired professional in treatnent which the

program provider is not prohibited fromdi scl osi ng by an act

of this Commpbnweal th, another state or the United States.

(3) The disclosure of informati on by an approved program

provi der under this section shall apply in the case of an

i mpai red professi onal who:

(i) Enters an agreenent in accordance with this

secti on.

(ii) |Is the subject of a board investigati on or

di sci plinary proceedi ng.

(iii) Voluntarily enters a treatnment program ot her

t han under the provisions of this section, but who fails

to conplete the program successfully or to adhere to an

aftercare pl an devel oped by the program provider.

(4) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to

a professional convicted of a fel oni ous act prohi bited by the

act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The

Control | ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act, or

convicted of a felony relating to a controll ed substance in a

court of law of the United States or any other state,

territory or country.

(c) Board agreenent with i npaired professional.--An inpaired

pr of essi onal who enrolls in an approved treatnent program shal

enter into an agreenent with the board under which the

professional's |icense shall be suspended or revoked.

Enf orcenent of that suspensi on or revocati on nay be stayed for
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the length of tine the professional remains in the program and

makes sati sfactory progress, conplies with the terns of the

agreenent and adheres to any limtations on this practice

i nposed by the board to protect the public. Failure to enter

into an agreenent shall disqualify the professional fromthe

i mpai red professional program and shall activate an i nmedi ate

i nvestigati on and di sci plinary proceedi ng by the board.

(d) Consultant disclosure to board.--1f, in the opinion of

the consultant after consultation with the provider, an inpaired

prof essional who is enrolled in an approved treatnent program

has not progressed satisfactorily, the consultant shall discl ose

to the board all information in the consultant's possessi on

regarding this professional, and the board shall institute

proceedings to deternmine if the stay of the enforcenment of the

suspensi on or revocation of the inpaired professional's |license

shoul d be vacat ed.

(e) Inmmunity to approved program provider.--An approved

program provi der who nakes a di scl osure pursuant to this section

shall not be subject to civil liability for the discl osure or

its consequences.

(f) WMandatory reporting to board. - -

(1) Any hospital or health care facility, peer or

col | eague who has substantial evidence that a professi onal

has an acti ve addictive di sease for which the professional is

not receiving treatnent, is diverting a controll ed substance

or is nentally or physically i nconpetent to carry out the

duties of that professional's |license shall nmake or cause to

be nade a report to the board.

(2) Any person or facility who acts in a treatnent

capacity to an i npaired speech-| anquage pat hol ogi st,
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audi ol ogi st or as a teacher of the hearing inpaired in an

approved treatnment program shall be exenpt fromthe nmandatory

reporting requirenments of this subsecti on. Any person or

facility who reports under this subsection in good faith and

wi thout nmalice shall be immune fromany civil or crimnal

liability arising fromthe report.

(3) Failure to provide the report within a reasonabl e

tinme fromrecei pt of know edge of inpairnent shall subject
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t he person or facility to a fine not to exceed $1, 000. The
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board shall inpose the penalty only after affordi ng the
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accused party the opportunity for a hearing as provided in 2
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Pa.C.S. (relating to adm nistrative | aw and procedure).
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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