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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2198 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGTON, LEACH, MILVAINE SMTH, M O BRI EN
READSHAW PETRONE, COHEN, FABRI ZI O, HESS, JOSEPHS, KULA,
MAHONEY, MGEEHAN, MJRT, PASHI NSKI, SCHRODER, S| PTROTH AND
YOUNGBLOOD, JANUARY 28, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
JANUARY 28, 2008

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o o~ W N kL O

AN ACT
Amrending Title 27 (Environnental Resources) of the Pennsyl vania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for limtations on the use
of plastic checkout bags by certain stores; and inposing a
penal ty.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 27 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 64

PLASTI C CHECKOUT BAGS

Sec.

6401. Legi sl ati ve fi ndi ngs and purpose of chapter.

6402. Definitions.

6403. Limtati ons on use of checkout bags.

6404. At-store recycling program

6405. Regul ati ons.

6406. Penal ti es.
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8 6401. Legi sl ati ve fi ndi ngs and purpose of chapter.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds as foll ows:

(1) On a global level, the producti on of plastic bags

has a significant environnental inpact each year, including

the use of nore than 12,000,000 barrels of oil and the deaths

of thousands of nmarine aninmals through i ngesti on and

ent angl enent .

(2) Each year an estinated 500, 000, 000, 000 to

1, 000, 000, 000, 000 pl astic bags are used worl dwi de, which is

nore than 1, 000,000 bags per minute, of which billions of

bags end up as litter each year

(3) Most plastic checkout bags are not bi odegr adabl e,

whi ch means that the bags break down into snmaller and small er

toxic bits that contam nate soil and waterways and enter into

the food web when ani mals accidentally i ngest those

mat eri al s.

(b)Y Purpose of chapter.--It is the purpose of this chapter

to reduce the adverse environnental inpact of plastic checkout

bags by limting the availability of single-use plastic checkout

bags and encouragi ng the use of reusabl e bags.

8§ 6402. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"ASTM standard." The Anerican Society for Testing Materials

I nternati onal Standard D6400 for conpostabl e pl astics.

"Checkout bag." A carryout bag provided by a store to a

custoner at the point of sale.

"Conpost abl e pl asti ¢ checkout bag." A plastic checkout bag

that conforns to the ASTM standard for conpostable plastics as

20080H2198B3144 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

confirnmed by the Departnent of Environnental Protection.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Environnental Protection of

t he Conmmopnweal t h.

"Reusabl e fabric checkout bag." A checkout bag nmade of cloth

or other machi ne washabl e fabric that has handl es.

"Reusabl e pl asti c checkout bag." A durable plastic checkout

bag with handles, that is at least 2.25 nls thick and is

specifically desi gned and manufactured for repeated uses.

"Si ngl e-use plastic checkout bag." A plastic checkout bag

that does not neet the definition of a conpostable plastic

checkout bag or a reusabl e plastic checkout bag.

"Store." A retail establishnent that neets all of the
fol l owi ng:
(1) Is afull-line, self-service retail supermarket with

annual gross sales of $1,000,000 or nore and which sells a

line of dry groceries, canned goods or nonfood itens and sone

peri shabl e itens.

(2) Has nore than 10,000 sqguare feet of retail space.

8 6403. Limtati ons on use of checkout bags.

(a) Linmtations.--

(1) Beqgi nning January 1, 2011, no nore than two-thirds

of checkout bags provided by a store for custoner use nay be

si ngl e-use pl asti c checkout bags.

(2) Beqginning January 1, 2013, no nore than one-third of

checkout bags provided by a store for custoner use nay be

si ngl e-use pl asti c checkout bags.

(3) Beqginning January 1, 2015, a store shall not provide

si ngl e-use pl asti c checkout bags to custoners.

(b)Y Oher bags.--Nothing in this section shall preclude

stores from nmaki ng conpost abl e pl asti ¢ checkout bags, reusabl e
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pl asti ¢ checkout bags, reusable fabric checkout bags or paper

checkout bags avail able to custoners.

8 6404. At-store recycling program

A store shall establish an at-store recycling programto

provi de an opportunity for a customer of the store to return to

the store clean, single-use plastic checkout bags. An at-store

recycling programshall including all of the foll ow ng:

(1) A checkout bag collection bin shall be placed at

each store and shall be visible, easily accessible to

custoners and clearly nmarked that the collection binis

avai |l able for the purpose of collecting and recycling singl e-

use pl astic checkout bags.

(2) The mmi ntenance of records describing the

coll ection, transport and recycling of single-use plastic

checkout bags coll ected. The store shall maintain the records

for a mnimumof six years and shall nmmake the records

avai l able to the departnent, upon request, to denonstrate

conpliance with this chapter

(b) Expiration.--This section shall expire Decenber 31,

8 6405. Reqgul ati ons.

The department nmay pronul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary

to i npl enent the provisions of this chapter.

8§ 6406. Penalties.

(a) |Inposition.--The departnent may i npose a civil penalty

in the anount of $500 for a first violation of this chapter,

$1,000 for a second violation and $2,000 for a third or

subsequent vi ol ati on.

(b)Y Paynents.--Any civil penalty coll ected pursuant to

subsection (a) shall be paid into the Recycling Fund.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect as foll ows:
(1) The addition of 27 Pa.C.S. 8§ 6404 shall take effect
in 180 days.

(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect
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i mredi ately.
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