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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, providing for the selection of the Chief

Justice by the Governor

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 10(d) and (e) of Article V be anmended and t hat
t he section be amended by addi ng a subsection to read:
§ 10. Judicial adm nistration.

* * %

(d) The Chief Justice [and] shall be chosen by the Governor

fromanong the sitting justices. He shall serve as Chief Justice

for so long as he remains a sitting justice and shall conti nue

to be subject to the retirenent provisions of this article. The

Chi ef Justice may resi gn such position and remain a nenber of

the court. A vacancy in the office of Chief Justice shall be
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filled by appoi ntnent by the Governor.

(d.1) The president judges of all courts with seven or |ess
judges shall be the [justice or] judge |ongest in continuous
service on their respective courts; and in the event of his
resignation fromthis position the [justice or] judge next

| ongest in continuous service shall be the [Chief Justice or]
presi dent judge. The president judges of all other courts shal
be selected for five-year terns by the nmenbers of their
respective courts, except that the president judge of the
traffic court in the Cty of Philadel phia shall be appointed by
the Governor. A [Chief Justice or] president judge may resign
such position and remain a nmenber of the court. In the event of
atie vote for office of president judge in a court which elects
its president judge, the Suprenme Court shall appoint as

presi dent judge one of the judges receiving the highest nunber
of votes.

(e) Should any two or nore [justices or] judges of the sane
court assune office at the sane tine, they shall cast lots
forthwith for priority of conm ssion, and certify the results to
t he Governor who shall issue their comm ssions accordingly.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this

proposed constitutional anmendnent, the Secretary of the
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Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent

to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
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primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
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nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
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the General Assenbly which nmeets the requirenents of and is in
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conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of
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Pennsyl vani a.
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