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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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AN ACT
Providing for services for disabled persons and their famlies.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Disabilities
Support Services Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and intent.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly makes the foll ow ng
findi ngs:
(1) Service providers who work with persons with
di sabilities should design and adopt prograns that are
responsive to the needs of the individual and his or her
famly, rather than fit the person with disabilities to
exi sting prograns.
(2) It is nore cost effective to provide services to

persons with disabilities in their own homes or with their
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parents or |egal guardians rather than in out-of-hone

pl acenent s.

(3) A person with a disability, or the person's famly,
or both, should determ ne which services will best address

t heir needs.

(b) Intent.--It is the intent of the General Assenbly that
t he Commonweal th devel op a program for persons with disabilities
or their famlies which enables themto choose the services that
will provide the greatest opportunity for a person with a
disability to develop to his or her fullest potential.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Disability.” A severe, chronic condition of a person which
is attributable to a nmental or physical inpairnment or a
conmbi nation of nmental and physical inpairnment; is manifested
before 60 years of age; and is likely to continue indefinitely.

"Fam|ly." A person with a disability and his or her parent
or | egal guardi an.

"Person.” Includes a child or an adult.

Section 4. Powers and duties of Commonweal t h.

(a) Duty to admi nister grant distributions.--The departnment
shall develop a programfor persons with disabilities or
famlies through grants to county nental health and nental
retardation prograns to provide for the foll ow ng:

(1) Subsidies or purchase vouchers for eligible persons

with disabilities or famlies to offset the costs of services
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and equi pment necessary for caring for a person with

disabilities.

(2) A systemfor persons with disabilities or famlies
to acquire supports and services that will enable a person
with a disability to live in the residence of his or her
choi ce.

(b) Power to establish regulations.--The departnent shal
make and enforce regul ati ons necessary and appropriate to
acconplish the purposes of this act.

(c) Duty to establish adjustable paynment schedul e.--The
departnment shall establish a client or famly liability schedul e
which will provide an adjustabl e paynent schedul e based on an
individual's or famly's ability to pay.

(d) Duty to establish grievance settlenment procedures.--The
departnment shall establish fair procedures for the resolution of
gri evances from persons with disabilities or their famlies.
Section 5. Responsibilities of counties.

(a) Duty to establish famly support prograns. --County
mental health and nental retardation progranms shall establish a
di sability support subsidy programthat neets the standards and
| egislative intent of this act.

(b) Duty to hire counselors.--The county shall hire
sufficient staff to provide families of persons with
disabilities with assistance in identifying and choosi ng
appropri ate support services.

(c) Duty to establish famly advisory board. --The county
shall establish a famly advisory board or boards to advise
| ocal authorities on county plans, service evaluations and
approval of other services not specifically listed in this act.

A board shall be subject to the follow ng conditions:
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(1) A famly advisory board shall not serve a geographic
area that represents nore than 150, 000 residents.

(2) There shall be a representative regional famly
advi sory board with representation fromeach fam |y advi sory
board in the county programin counties with nore than one
fam |y advi sory board.

(3) The regional fam |y advisory board and famly
advi sory boards shall each be conposed of 11 nenbers. There
shall be three professional nenbers and eight famly nenbers
or di sabl ed persons. The fam |y nenbers and di sabl ed persons
shall, to the extent possible, represent all disabilities.

(4) The famly advisory boards shall advise county
adm ni strators on approval of other services not specifically
listed in this act, county plans and eval uations of famly
support services.

(d) Duty to make certain services avail able.--Counties shal

assure the availability of the following services to fam|lies or

persons with disabilities:

(1) Respite care

(2) Recreation.

(3) Honenaker services.

(4) Transportation.

(5) Personal assistance or attendant care.
(6) Hone health services.

(7) Counseling services.

(8) Conmuni cati on services.

(9) Crisis intervention.

(10) Vocational and enpl oynent support.
(11) Specialized diagnostic and eval uati on servi ces.

(12) O her services approved by the county program as
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advi sed by the appropriate fam |y advisory conmttee.

(e) Duty to evaluate program effectiveness.--Counties and
the famly advisory cormttee shall evaluate the effectiveness
of the fam |y support services. The evaluation shall include a
survey of persons with disabilities and famlies to determ ne
their satisfaction with the program and any reconmmendati ons for
i mprovenent .

(f) Duty to devel op annual plan.--Counties shall devel op an
annual plan for fam |y support services which shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(1) An estimate of the nunber of persons with
disabilities in the county.

(2) An estimate of the need for support services for
persons with disabilities and their famlies.

(3) A review of the current budget for services for
persons with disabilities and a proposal to convert a portion
of those services froma service delivery nodel to a famly
or individual purchase nodel.

(4) A proposal for unnet needs, if any.

(g) Duty to involve famly in plan devel opnent.--The county
shal | devel op annual plans with full participation of persons
with disabilities or their famlies.

(h) Duty to submt plan to departnent.--The county shal
submt annual plans and eval uations to the departnent.

(i) Limting access to services in geographical area
prohi bited. --County prograns shall not Iimt famlies to
purchasi ng services in a restricted geographic area.

Section 6. Support subsidy paynments not alienable.

Support subsidy paynments shall not be alienable by

assi gnment, sal e, garnishnent, execution or otherw se, and, in
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1 the event of bankruptcy, shall not pass to or through any person
2 acting on behalf of creditors.

3 Section 7. Appropriation.

4 The sum of $10, 000, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be

5 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnment of Public

6 Wlfare for the purposes of this act. These funds shall not

7 replace or supplant existing Federal or State funds for persons
8 with disabilities or their famlies.

9 Section 8. Effective date.

10 This act shall take effect July 1, 1990.
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