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AN ACT

Regul ating libraries; providing for the State Librarian, for the
State Library and for the State Library Comm ssion;
establishing the State Library Fund; providing for library

fi nanci ng;

establishing the State Library System nmaking tax

exenptions and authorizing and requiring |ocal taxation;
entering into an interstate conpact; and nmaki ng repeals.
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1 PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

2 Section 101. Short title.

3 This act shall be known and may be cited as the State Library
4 Code.

5 Section 102. Declaration of policy.

6 (a) Ceneral.--

7 (1) The State Library is an indispensable resource for
8 the General Assenbly and the executive and judicial branches
9 of the Commonweal th and provides to all citizens of this

10 Commonweal th the wealth of know edge essential for a

11 denocrati c peopl e.

12 (2) VLibraries are general information and referral

13 service agencies serving all constituencies of this

14 Commonweal t h.

15 (3) Conmuni cations and conputer technol ogy have resulted
16 inathird level of library service enabling libraries to

17 offer information and reference, education and recreation,

18 not only by books and audi ovi sual materials, but by conputer
19 servi ces.
20 (4) To better serve the citizens of this Commonweal th
21 and to assure that this Commonwealth is both economcally
22 attractive to business and socially anenable to its citizens,
23 it is of the highest priority that the State Library and al
24 libraries throughout this Commonweal th be properly
25 adm nistered so as to provide the citizens of this
26 Commonweal th with the nost advanced information and referral
27 library services possible.
28 (5) The current physical plant and facilities of the
29 mai n branch of the State Library inpose restraint and
30 limtation on the effective and efficient service of the

19970H1884B2378 - 5 -



1 State Library to the General Assenbly and to the executive

2 and judicial branches of the Commobnwealth and to its patrons
3 generally, by reason of limtation of space for proper

4 storage of material; inefficient usage of public utilization
5 of the State Library; and antiquated heating, air

6 condi tioning and ventil ation.

7 (b) Library bill of rights.--Because the library and its

8 information are indispensable to a free and denocratic people to
9 rule their governors and because a fully inforned electorate is

10 the best government, the General Assenbly declares as foll ows:

11 (1) The citizens of this Commonweal th are guarant eed

12 that their rights of free speech and to petition the

13 government for redress of grievances are not abridged,

14 di m ni shed or derogated by the denial of the free and public
15 di ssem nation of information provided by libraries through
16 budgetary restraints or inposition of |local mgjoritarian

17 i nfl uences.

18 (2) The services of a local library shall be avail able
19 to all citizens of this Commonweal th regardl ess of race,

20 col or, ethnic background, physical disabilities or religious
21 or political beliefs to the maxi num extent possible and free
22 of | ocal econom c resources or restraints.

23 (3) The services of a local library shall be avail able
24 to serve all political, educational, informational and soci al
25 needs of the citizens of this Commobnweal th. No particul ar

26 service shall be abridged at the expense of providing any

27 ot her service of the library to the citizens of this

28 Commonweal t h.

29 (4) The librarian of any library within this

30 Commonweal th shall be free to exercise the best professional

19970H1884B2378 - 6 -
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judgnment in providing the wi dest possible dissem nation of

information to the citizens of this Commonweal th. What ever

information is not locally avail able shall be, to the maxi mum
extent possible, readily available fromany other library
within this Coormonwealth. The State Library shall serve as
the library of |ast resort.

(5) The citizens of this Commonweal th have the right to
require the General Assenbly and the governing body of each
county and municipality, by judicious expenditure of the
taxes |l evied upon the citizens, to assure the fullest, freest
and uninterrupted flow of information fromthe |ibraries of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Academ c library.” A library, whether established and
mai ntai ned by a public or private institution, which serves the
i nformational, educational and recreational needs of the student
body of a college or university or school of a college or
university for which the library's governing body is responsible
by providing a free access, including free | ending and reference
services, to an organi zed and currently useful collection of
printed itens and other materials and to the services of a staff
trained to recogni ze and provide for these needs. The term does
not include school libraries or regional libraries.

"Conmission.” The State Library Comm ssion established in
section 341.

"Conputer library network.” The State Library's nediumfor

di ssem nation and distribution of digital material to qualified

19970H1884B2378 - 7 -
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libraries within this Commonweal th established in section 1101.
"County library district.” Any agency, authority, board,
commi ssion or department of a county organi zed by the governing
body of the county for the purpose of operating a system of

libraries in the county.

"Digital material."” WMaterials exclusively, in formor
character, for transm ssion via conputerized or technol ogi cal
servi ces.

"District board.”™ A library district board of trustees.

"Fund." The Library Fund established in section 501.

"Hi storical library.” Any library or organi zed coll ection of
books, volunes and related materials, established and mai ntai ned
by a nunicipality, established and mai ntained by a private
hi stori cal association or society, house of worship, religious
denom nation or other simlar private association or established
and mai ntai ned by a corporation or group, which serves the
i nformational, educational and historical needs of the
organi zation with which the library is affiliated and which
provides a free access to historians and schol ars.

"Information retrieval service." A service, public or
commerci al, which provides conputerized information retrieval
services over a conmuni cations network.

"Joint county library district.”™ Any agency, authority,
board, conm ssion or departnent of contiguous counties organi zed
by the governing bodies of the counties for the purpose of
operating a systemof libraries in the counties.

"Joint municipality library district." Any agency,
authority, board, comm ssion or departnent of contiguous
muni ci palities organi zed by the governi ng bodi es of the

muni ci palities for the purpose of operating a system of

19970H1884B2378 - 8 -
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libraries in the municipalities.

"Law library.” A public library, established and maintai ned
by a court, Commonweal th agency, nunicipality or bar
associ ation, which serves the informational and reference needs
of attorneys, judges and litigants, including prisoners and
i nmat es, by providing access to an organi zed and currently
useful collection of printed itenms and other materials and to
the services of a staff trained to recogni ze and provide for
t hese needs.

"Library." The State Library and any academ c |ibrary,

county library, historical library, local Iibrary, regional
library or school |ibrary.
"Local library.” A free, public, nonsectarian |ibrary

establ i shed and nmaintained by a nunicipality, by a branch of a
county library district or by a private association, corporation
or group, which serves the informational, educational and
recreational needs of all the residents of either the
muni ci pality in which the library is |located or the nmunicipality
in which the library is |located and its conti guous

muni ci palities for which its district board is responsible, by
provi ding free access, including free | ending and reference
services, to an organi zed and currently useful collection of
printed itens and other materials and to the services of a staff

trained to recogni ze and provide for these needs.

"Local library district.” The service area of any | ocal
library or nunber of libraries within a joint municipal library
district.

"Master |license contract.” The contractual agreenent between

the State Library and any conputerized informational retrieval

service vendor for the uninterrupted access to and usage of

19970H1884B2378 - 9 -
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conputerized informational retrieval service with all generally
avai |l abl e reproduction and copyri ght clearance rights,
privileges and prerogatives for a specified period of tine.

"Master purchase contract.” The contractual agreenent
between the State Library and a vendor of physical material for
the acquisition of nultiple volunes of physical material by the
State Library for distribution anong the branches of the State
Li brary and the system

“Material." Any book, plate, picture, photograph, engraving,
pai nting, draw ng, map, newspaper, nagazi ne, panphlet,
br oadsi de, manuscri pt, docunent, letter, public record,
mcrofilm sound recording, audiovisual master in any fornmat,
magneti c or other tape, electronic data nedium conputer
program electronic data processing record, display, object,
work of art, artifact or other docunentary or printed material,
regardl ess of physical formor character, belonging to or
otherwise in the custody of a library.

“"Municipal library district.” Any agency, authority, board,
conmmi ssion or department of a municipality organized by the
governi ng bodi es of the municipality for the purpose of

operating a systemof libraries in the nmunicipality.

"Municipality.” A city, borough, incorporated town or
t ownshi p.

"Pennsyl vani a i nformati on network." The conputer library
net wor k.

"Physi cal ly di sadvantaged."” Unabl e by reason of physi cal

age, disability, handicap or infirmty to use material in the
nor mal manner.
"Prevailing state-of-the-art technol ogy.” The prevailing

t echnol ogi cal standards generally accepted by the United States

19970H1884B2378 - 10 -



1 conputer allied industry for hardware and software attri butes

2 and factors for operation of personal station and mai nfrane

3 station conputers.

4 "Qualified library.” A library, regardl ess of organi zation

5 or ownership, entitled by this act to access at no charge or fee
6 the computer library services of the conmputer |ibrary network.

7 "Qualified library enpl oyee.” An enployee of a system nenber
8 who, by virtue of being licensed as a professional |ibrarian by
9 the commssion, is qualified to provide expertise in the

10 admnistration of library services and materi al s.

11 "Regional library.” A free, public, nonsectarian library

12 whether established and nmaintained by a nunicipality or by a

13 private association, corporation or group, which serves the

14 informational, educational and recreational needs of all the

15 residents of the nmetropolitan or regional area for which its

16 district board is responsible by providing free access,

17 including free I ending and reference services, to an organi zed
18 and currently useful collection of printed itens and ot her

19 materials and to the services of a staff trained to recogni ze
20 and provide for these needs. The termincludes any coll ege or
21 wuniversity library designated by the comm ssion as a regional
22 library.
23 "Regional library district."” The Eastern, Mddle and Wstern
24 Districts of this Cormonweal th, consisting of the county library
25 districts within each district.
26 "School library.” A library, whether established and
27 maintained by a public school district or a private school,
28 which serves the informational, educational and recreational
29 needs of the student body of the school by providing free

30 access, including free I ending and reference services, to an

19970H1884B2378 - 11 -



1 organized and currently useful collection of printed itens and

2 other materials and to the services of a staff trained to

3 recognize and provide for these needs. The term does not include
4 an academc library.

5 "Specialized library.” Any library or organized collection

6 of materials which:

7 (1) is established and mai ntai ned by any Commonweal t h

8 agency, nmunicipality, business, nonprofit organization or

9 school for persons who are blind, deaf or physically

10 di sabl ed;

11 (2) serves the informational, educational and

12 prof essi onal needs of the entity with which the library is

13 affiliated; and

14 (3) provides free and reasonabl e access to or has

15 possessi on of unique material of interest to educators,

16 prof essional s and schol ars and students. For purposes of this
17 act, reasonabl e access shall nean access during regul ar

18 busi ness hours w thout disruption of ongoing functions or

19 services of the business, institution or organization.
20 "State aid."” Designation of financial assistance under
21 Subchapter B of Chapter 7.
22 "State Librarian." The chief adm nistrative officer of the
23 State Library.
24 "State Library.” The State Library of Pennsylvania. The term
25 includes its main branch and other branches within the
26 legislative, executive and judicial branches of the
27 Commonweal t h.
28 "Subj ects of transfer."” Personnel, appropriations,
29 allocations, docunents, records, equipnment, materials, rights

30 and obligations utilized or accruing in connection with

19970H1884B2378 - 12 -
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transferred functions.

"System" The State Library System established in section
361.

"System nmenber."” A library which elects to becone a nenber
of the State Library System

"Vol une discount rate.” The financial discount provided to
the State Library for:

(1) acquisition of materials; or
(2) provision of conputerized information retrieva
services or other services through vendors.
Section 104. Free access to libraries.

Li braries which are nenbers of the State Library System or
whi ch ot herwi se obtain and receive assistance under this act
shall provide their library services at all tinmes free, except
as provided in this act, to all persons without regard to race,
color, creed, national origin, political or religious beliefs or
affiliation or physical disability as Iong as the persons
general ly conport thenselves with good behavi or and do not
willfully violate the rules promul gated by the comm ssion or
library.

Section 105. Confidentiality of circulation records.

Records related to the circulation of library materials which
contain the nanes or other personally identifying details
regarding the users of a library shall be confidential and shal
not be nade avail able to anyone except by a court order.

CHAPTER 3
ACGENCI ES AND OFFI CERS
SUBCHAPTER A
STATE LI BRARY

Secti on 301. Reest abl i shnent .
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The State Library is reestablished within the conm ssion as
the principal information and referral reference agency for the
| egi sl ative, executive and judicial branches.

Section 302. Min branch; branches within Capitol Conplex.

(a) Miin State Library.--Materials in possession of the
State Library shall be preserved in the main branch, located in
Harri sburg, Pennsyl vani a.

(b) Branches in Capitol Conplex.--Each existing |ibrary
t hroughout the Capitol Conplex is incorporated as part of the
State Library as a branch unless the entity maintaining the
library elects to be exenpt fromthis subsection. Upon el ection,
the library shall not be entitled to services, benefits,
privileges or use of the State Library, except that which is
accorded the general public.

(c) Sections in main branch.--The main branch of the State
Li brary shall maintain the foll ow ng sections:

(1) A general library consisting of reference,
nonfiction and fiction material, which would not be included
in any other section of the State Library.

(2) A newspaper and periodical library consisting of
dai ly and weekly newspapers published within principal cities
of the world, the United States and this Commonwealth,
magazi nes and periodicals. This paragraph does not include
magazi nes and peri odicals subscribed to by other l|ibraries
and sections of the State Library.

(3) A historical and geneal ogical library, consisting of
vol unes relating to the history of Pennsylvania and of the
several counties and to Anerican and international history.

(4) An agricultural library consisting of reference and

nonfiction material relating to agriculture and farm ng and

19970H1884B2378 - 14 -



1 allied fields.

2 (5) A business and nercantile |ibrary consisting of

3 reference and nonfiction material relating to business,

4 commerce, industry, |abor and technol ogy.

5 (6) A science and technology library consisting of

6 reference and nonfiction material relating to natural and

7 appl i ed sci ences and technol ogy.

8 (7) A conmunications and nedia library consisting of

9 reference and nonfiction material relating to comuni cations
10 and nedi a.

11 (8) A government and political science |ibrary

12 consi sting of reference and nonfiction material relating to
13 Federal, State and | ocal governnent. This paragraph includes
14 t he foll ow ng:

15 (i) Publications of the General Assenbly.

16 (ii) Publications of Coormobnweal th agenci es.

17 (i) Verbatimtranscripts of public proceedi ngs of
18 State and | ocal governnent.

19 (iv) Political and canpai gn archives consisting of
20 political and canpaign nenorabilia from canpaigns in this
21 Commonweal t h.
22 (9) Radio and television archives consisting of selected
23 radio and tel evision broadcasts by radi o and tel evision
24 stations or cable system providers within this Commonweal th
25 of noteworthy broadcasts of prograns or shows.
26 (10) Alaw library.
27 Section 303. Staff.
28 The State Librarian shall appoint adequately qualified staff

29 to provide technical assistance for the conputer library
30 services of the law library.

19970H1884B2378 - 15 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Section 304. Public docunents.

The State Library shall maintain a conplete collection of the
publ i ¢ docunents deposited under this act as a permanent
reference file.

Section 305. Deposits and copies of public records.

(a) Maintenance.--The State Library shall maintain all of
t he foll ow ng:

(1) Ten copies of the Laws of Pennsylvania for each
justice of the Suprene Court during the terns of court.

(2) Printed hearings of testinony taken by each
commttee of the General Assenbly at the precedi ng session.

(3) Copies of the journals of the Senate and of the
House of Representatives.

(4) Paperbooks of the Suprenme Court, Superior Court and
Commonweal th Court and, upon request, paperbooks of the
several courts of comon pleas and of the United States Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit and District Courts within
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(b) Depository.--The State Library shall serve as a
depository for each public docunment issued by a public official,
a Commonweal th agency or a | ocal agency. Seventy-five copies of
each docunment, or one copy in the proper digital format as
determ ned by the State Librarian, which is not issued solely
for the use of a public official, Commobnwealth agency or | ocal
agency shall be furnished to the State Library within 48 hours
of issuance.

(c) Schools.--Subsection (b) does not apply to State-rel ated
universities or to nmenbers of the State System of Hi gher
Educati on. For publications by these entities or public

officials of these entities which are not in vol umes nai nt ai ned

19970H1884B2378 - 16 -
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by the State Library, two copies shall be furnished to the State
Li brary within 48 hours of issuance.
Section 306. Operation.

The law |ibrary at the nmain branch of the State Library shal
be kept open as |long as either chanber of the General Assenbly
is in session. At all other times, the hours of the law library
shall be from8 a.m to 8 p.m on weekdays and from9 a.m to 5
p.m on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays other than New Year's
Day, |ndependence Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day, on
which the law library shall be closed. The Capitol Police are
authorized to admt to the law library at the main branch of the
State Library any justice of the Suprene Court or a | aw clerk,
any judge of the Superior Court or the Commonweal th Court or a
| aw cl erk, any judge of the United States District Court for the
M ddl e District of Pennsylvania or a |aw clerk or any nenber of
the General Assenbly or staff for energency research. The
commi ssion shall promul gate regul ati ons governing the after-
hours use consistent with this section.

Section 307. Advanced paynents.

Paynments in advance for subscriptions or other charges for
mat eri al s and services may be made by the State Librarian if the
State Librarian determnes it to be nore pronpt, efficient or
econonmical to do so in the interests of carrying out required
i brary prograns.

Section 308. Disbhursenents.

The di sbursing officer of the State Library has the foll ow ng
powers and duti es:

(1) Disburse noney of the State Library only upon a
voucher certified by the State Librarian or by an officer or

enpl oyee of the State Library, authorized in witing by the
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1 State Librarian to certify vouchers.

2 (2) Exam ne vouchers as necessary to ascertain whet her
3 they are in proper form

4 SUBCHAPTER B

5 STATE LI BRARY COW SSI ON

6 Section 321. State Library Conmm ssion.

7 (a) Establishnent.--The State Library Comm ssion is

8 established as an i ndependent conmm ssion. The conm ssSion nay sue
9 and be sued, contract and have an official seal. The conmm ssion
10 is constituted an instrunmentality of the Commonweal th. The

11 exercise by the conmm ssion of the powers conferred by this act
12 is an essential governnental function of the Comonweal th. Al
13 actions at law or in equity against the conm ssion shall be

14 brought only in the courts in which such actions may be brought
15 agai nst the Comonweal t h.

16 (b) Conposition.--The comm ssion shall consist of 15

17 conm ssioners:

18 (1) There shall be nine voting comm ssioners appointed
19 by the Governor with the advice and consent of a majority of
20 the menbers elected to the Senate. These conmi ssioners nust
21 be residents and qualified electors of this Commonweal t h.
22 Three conm ssioners nust be fromeach regional district. Not
23 nore than two conmi ssioners may be of the same political
24 party fromeach regional district.
25 (2) There shall be six ex officio, nonvoting
26 conmi ssi oner s:
27 (i) The President pro tenpore of the Senate.
28 (1i) The Speaker of the House of Representatives.
29 (i1i1) The Executive Director of the Pennsylvania
30 Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssi on.
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1 (iv) The Secretary of Educati on.

2 (v) The State Librarian

3 (vi) The Chief Justice of Pennsyl vani a.

4 (c) Terms.--A commissioner under subsection (b)(1) shal

5 serve a termof four years and nay be renoved only for cause.

6 The conm ssioner shall continue to serve until a successor is
7 appoi nted and approved.

8 (d)y Oficers.--

9 (1) The Governor shall designate a comm ssioner as the
10 chair of the conm ssion.

11 (2) The chair may designate a conm ssioner as the chair
12 pro tenpore.

13 (3) The conmi ssioners shall elect a treasurer, who nust
14 not be a conm ssioner.

15 (4) The State Librarian shall serve ex officio as the
16 secretary of the conm ssion.

17 (5) Except as set forth in paragraph (4), each officer
18 shall serve a termof four years, subject to renmpoval by the
19 commi ssion for cause. A vacancy shall be filled for the
20 remai nder of the termin the sane manner as the original
21 office was filled.
22 (e) Quorum-- Five voting conm ssioners shall constitute a
23 quorum for the transaction of business and to conpel the
24 attendance of absent conm ssioners. The quorum shall be reduced
25 by one voting conm ssioner for every two unfilled vacanci es of
26 voting conm ssioners.
27 (f) Meetings and records. --
28 (1) The neetings of the comm ssion shall be in public
29 where the State Library is headquart ered.
30 (2) The records of the comm ssion shall be open to the
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1 public. The m nutes of the conm ssion shall be preserved as

2 per manent records.

3 (3) An elected or appointed public official may not nake
4 an ex parte conmunication to a conmm ssioner or an officer or
5 enpl oyee of the conm ssion relative to the consideration of a
6 pendi ng application for State aid by a library in the system
7 An i ndividual who violates this paragraph conmts a sumary

8 of f ense.

9 (g) Conpensation.--Each conm ssioner appoi nted under

10 subsection (b)(1) shall:

11 (1) be paid a fee of $250 per neeting, plus mleage,

12 travel and accommobdati on expenses; and

13 (2) be reinbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the
14 performance of duties. The voucher of the chair shall be

15 sufficient evidence that the per diem conpensation and

16 expenses are properly allowabl e.

17 (h) Internal procedures.--The conm ssion shall make

18 necessary rules for its own operation. The comm ssion may do al
19 of the follow ng:
20 (1) Acquire, own, use, |ease, exchange, operate and
21 di spose of property.
22 (2) Enter into contracts necessary or incidental to the
23 performance of its functions.
24 (3) Enploy an executive director, an inspector general,
25 experts, consultants and enpl oyees as necessary. |ndividuals
26 under this paragraph shall be hired or enployed solely with
27 reference to fitness for duties.
28 Section 322. Comm ssion powers and duti es.
29 The conmm ssion has the follow ng powers and duti es:
30 (1) To propose annually to the CGeneral Assenbly the
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1 appropriation required for the operation of the State Library
2 and for grants to nmenbers of the system

3 (2) To pronmul gate, upon the recommendati on of the State
4 Li brarian, regulations for the qualification of system

5 menbers to obtain services adm nistered by the State Library
6 and for the |licensing and renoval of professional librarians.
7 (3) To pronulgate regulations for grants to system

8 menbers to aid in their operation and capital naintenance of
9 facilities and to construct new libraries.

10 (4) To designate academc libraries, county libraries or
11 local libraries to be regional |ibraries for the purpose of
12 acquiring major research collections and, under regul ations
13 pronul gated by the comm ssion, to make research coll ections
14 available to all citizens of this Conmonweal th, physically
15 and by conmputer |ibrary services.

16 (5) To designate, upon the recomendati on of the State
17 Li brarian, various divisions of materials within the State
18 Li brary.

19 (6) To pronulgate regulations for the access and usage
20 of the State Library, interlibrary loans in the system and
21 acquisition of materials by master |icense agreenents and
22 mast er purchase contracts.
23 (7) To make recommendations to the State Librarian on
24 coordination of library services in the system
25 (8) To pronul gate regul ati ons establishing m ninal
26 system standards of all of the follow ng:
27 (1) Print, audio-visual and digital materials and
28 their acquisition and di sposal.
29 (1i) Staffing.
30 (ti1) Internship qualifications.

19970H1884B2378 - 21 -



1 (iv) Accessibility and services for persons who are
2 physi cal |y di sabl ed.

3 (v) Accessibility and services for non-English

4 speaki ng patrons.

5 (vi) Services and prograns for patrons by

6 denogr aphi ¢ segnents and interests.

7 (vii) OQher germane library science matters.

8 (9) To accept and administer gifts, bequests or devises
9 of property for the benefit of the State Library.

10 (10) To propose to the General Assenbly the

11 appropriation required for the establishnment and nai nt enance
12 of physical plant and facilities for the State Library.

13 (11) To promnul gate regul ati ons upon the advice and

14 consul tation of the Suprene Court for the establishnment,

15 adm ni stration, operation and mai ntenance of law |libraries
16 and m ni mal system standards of |aw materials and services
17 for inclusion in those libraries.

18 (12) To pronmulgate regul ations for the establishnent,
19 operation, mai ntenance and upgrade of the conputer library
20 network so as to provide digital naterial services via
21 conputer access to all materials designated for public use by
22 the | egislative, executive or judicial branch.
23 (13) Upon the recommendation of the State Librarian, to
24 pronmul gate regul ations for the physical and digital
25 preservation of historical materials of the State Library and
26 syst em nmenbers.
27 (14) To collect, preserve and publish appropriate
28 statistics on the libraries of this Commopnweal t h.
29 (15) To provide analysis in an annual report to the
30 Governor and CGeneral Assenbly by the first Mnday in
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1 February. The report shall contain a detail ed statenent of

2 the nature of the receipts and the manner of expenditures and
3 any bal ance of noney remaining at the end of the year after
4 t he paynent of the necessary expenses, including per diem

5 expenses and ot her necessary expenses of the conm ssion

6 incurred in the discharge of functions.

7 (16) To pronulgate regulations to inplenent literacy

8 enhancenent and i nprovenent skills of the citizens of this

9 Commonweal t h.

10 (17) To order, upon adjudication subject to 2 Pa.C. S.

11 Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedure of

12 Commonweal t h agenci es) and Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to

13 judicial review of Cormonweal th agency action), the

14 prohi bition of inclusion within a collection of library

15 mat eri al s deened to be pornographic or obscene.

16 (18) To nmke reconmendati ons on other matters of general
17 policy concerning the State Library and the system

18 Section 323. Inspector general.

19 (a) Powers.--The inspector general has the foll ow ng powers
20 and duti es:
21 (1) To conduct investigations at the direction of the
22 conmmi ssion pertaining to the proper nmanagenent and fiduciary
23 obligations of the State Library and libraries in the system
24 (2) To make recommendations to the comm ssion, the
25 Attorney Ceneral and the Auditor General for inplenentation
26 of neasures necessary for conpliance with this act.
27 (b) Authorization and support. --
28 (1) The conmm ssion shall issue to the inspector general
29 proper authorization and identification under the seal of the
30 conmi ssi on.
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(2) The conm ssion shall provide the inspector general
wi th services and support.
(3) The conm ssion shall prepare guidelines governing

t he conduct of investigations by the inspector general.

Qui del i nes under this paragraph include constitutional

protection of the accused.

Section 324. Decenni al census capital requirenents.

(a) Report.--The conm ssion shall investigate and report to
t he Governor and the General Assenbly within 180 days of the
effective date of this act, and every ten years thereafter, the
findings of the comm ssion as to the capital requirenents of the
State Library System which shall include a determ nation and
requirenents of all existing facility and physical plants of a
system nmenber |ibrary and whet her such system nenber |ibrary
requires relocation, rehabilitation or repair.

(b) Engineers and consultants.--The conmm ssion shall hire
such professional engineers and consultants with expertise in or
reasonabl e access to expertise relative to library services as
may be necessary to physically inspect, survey and anal yze the
attri butes and defects, if any, of the structural and buil di ng
attributes, heating, air conditioning and ventil ation,
fl oorl oad, parking acconmopdati ons, access for persons who are
physi cal Iy di sabl ed, security and preservation of materials,

i npl enent ati on and mai nt enance of prevailing state-of-the-art
technol ogy and preservation of historical or unique
architectural features.

(c) The conmi ssion shall consult with and cooperation shal
be provided, as to the State Library, by the Secretary of
CGeneral Services and the mayor of the city of Harrisburg, and as

to all other libraries, by the county conmm ssioners or county
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executives and the governing bodies of local nunicipalities, and
their respective departnent heads or officials responsible for
property naintenance and managenent .

Section 325. Special financing report to General Assenbly.

(a) Report.--The conm ssion shall report to the General
Assenbly within 180 days fromthe effective date of this act its
recommendati on of a permanent funding forrmula plan for the State
Li brary System established under this act. In preparing the
report:

(1) The conm ssion shall survey the funding fornul as
enacted by other states and nmunicipalities w thin other
states and conduct a conprehensive survey of the material,
staffing and capital requirenents of each potential nenber of
the State Library System

(2) The conm ssion should specifically consider whether
t he Comonweal th shoul d assune the primary financing of
public libraries through general appropriations, or whether
the counties or municipalities should assune the primary
financing of public libraries through Ievy of a library tax
and whether the tax should be | evied on nmarket val ue of real
estate or personal incone, or any conbination of State and
| ocal funding or any conbination of State aid for incentives
to counties and municipalities to finance local |ibraries.

(3) The conm ssion shall analyze and determ ne the
anount of capital expenditures that may be required to renedy
exi sting deficiencies in |library financing and whether the
expenditures shall be from general appropriations, |ocal
taxes or public bond financing.

(4) The conm ssion shall use generally accepted

benchmar ks and i ndi ces provided by national library service
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1 organi zati ons and public agencies in its evaluation of the

2 state of public libraries.

3 (5) The conm ssion shall include a conprehensive census
4 of existing library services, material possessions and

5 capital requirenments by nunicipality, county, legislative

6 district and shall include such other informtion and

7 anal ysi s which the comm ssion deens proper for consideration
8 by the General Assenbly.

9 (6) The conm ssion nmay include consideration of

10 consolidating various public libraries and whatever other

11 nmeans the comm ssion deens appropriate to contain costs.

12 (b) Hearings.--The conm ssion or a panel of three

13 conm ssioners thereof shall conduct hearings in each county and
14 inspect the physical plant and facilities of each potenti al

15 nenber of the State Library Systemprior to the subn ssion of
16 the report under subsection (a). The following criteria shal

17 apply to the hearings:

18 (1) Each hearing shall be open to the public and

19 schedul ed at such reasonabl e hours and | ocations which wll
20 accomodat e the general public and | ocal press and broadcast
21 cover age.
22 (2) Sufficient notice shall be provided not |ess than
23 five business days prior to the hearing by | egal
24 advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation and
25 posting of notices at all local libraries, borough and
26 t ownshi p buil di ngs, schools and county courthouses.
27 (3) Each public school or school district is authorized
28 to distribute to all students in attendance the notice of the
29 heari ngs.
30 (4) Witten comments nay be received by the comm ssion
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at any time prior to the tine the conmssion is required to

report to the General Assenbly.

(5) The conm ssion shall hold public hearings in
Harrisburg to mark up and prepare the report prior to its
subm ssion to the General Assenbly.

(c) Surveys.--The comm ssion shall conduct a survey of
publ i ¢ opinion enploying generally accepted statisti cal
practices as to public understanding of |ibraries and preferable
financing options. The public opinion survey shall gauge the
extent to which the public currently uses and has access to
| ocal libraries and what expectations the general public has of
| ocal library services. The comm ssion shall al so conduct a
survey of county and nunicipal officials as to their opinions of
t he proper nmeans of public library financing.

(d) Cooperation.--Each public library heretofore established
and each acadenmic, scholastic and law |ibrary shall cooperate to
the fullest extent possible in assisting the comm ssion to
devel op such information as the conm ssion determines is
necessary to fornulate its reconmendati ons.

(e) Hring of professional services.--The comm ssion shal
have the authority to hire such certified public accountants and
consul tants and ot her professional services as the conmm ssion
deens appropriate to conplete this report.

Section 326. Cooperation of other agencies.

The comm ssion may request from Conmonweal t h agenci es and
authorities and frompolitical subdivisions and their agencies
and authorities available information required in its work.
Required information shall, within a reasonable tine, be
furni shed to the conm ssion

SUBCHAPTER C
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STATE LI BRARI AN
Section 341. State Librarian, deputy and assi stant.

(a) State Librarian.--The State Librarian shall be appointed
by the Governor, with the advice and consent of a majority of
the menbers elected to the Senate. The State Librarian shal
manage the affairs of the State Library.

(b) Deputy and assistant.--The State Librarian shall, after
consultation with the comm ssion, appoint one Deputy State
Li brarian, who shall assist the State Librarian and act as the
State Librarian in the State Librarian's absence, and an
Assi stant State Librarian for Conputer Library Services,

Hi storical Preservation, the Law Library, each section of the
CGeneral Library and Literacy Prograns.

(c) Conpensation.--The conpensation of the State Librarian
and Deputy and Assistant State Librarians shall be set by the
conmi ssi on.

(d) Qualifications.--The State Librarian and Deputy State
Li brari an nmust each have a master's degree in |ibrary science
and not |less than four years' experience in library work in a
supervi sory adm ni strative capacity. The Assistant State
Li brarian must have a master's degree in library science or such
specialized training to develop the expertise and skill that is
general ly recogni zed within the appropriate discipline.

(e) Transfer.--The subjects of transfer of the State Library
are transferred to the conm ssion with the same force and effect
as if they had originally belonged to the comm ssion. The civil
service status of enployees of the State Library shall not be
affected by the transfer.

Section 342. Staff.

(a) GCeneral.--The State Librarian, after consultation with
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t he comm ssion, may enpl oy ot her enpl oyees as necessary for the
care and managenent of the State Library.

(b) Conputer operation.--The State Librarian shall appoint
an adequately qualified staff skilled in the maintenance and
operation of electronic conputer services for the digitalization
and di ssem nation of information, which shall be under the
direction of the Assistant State Librarian for Conputer Library
Services. The State Librarian is authorized to nmaintain a
tenporary staff to satisfy the conversion of physical nmateri al
into digital material.

(c) Qualifications.--Al individuals enployed in the State
Li brary under the State Librarian shall be appointed solely with
reference to fitness for particular duties.

Section 343. Powers and duti es.

The State Librarian has the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To manage the State Library pursuant to the
phi | osophy and m ssion as set forth by the comm ssion.

(2) To maintain, as part of the State Library, a system
of law libraries in the State Capitol; each county; State and
county correctional facilities; and seats of the Suprene
Court, Superior Court and Comonweal th Court subject to the
advi ce and consultation of the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania
or a designee.

(3) To receive copies of State and political subdivision
publications in order to maintain a definitive, organized
collection of all the publications by the State Library and
to provide for the distribution of the publications to
libraries in the system

(4) To designate selected academc libraries or |ocal

libraries to be State governnment document depository
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i braries under regul ati ons approved by the comm ssi on.

(5) To coordinate the services and prograns not rel ated
to finances of the systemand to aid and assist the |libraries
in the systemin conplying with the regul ati ons of the
commi ssi on.

(6) To purchase and maintain a general collection of
material for the use of the legislative, executive and
judicial branches of the Comonwealth and for the use of the
political subdivisions.

(7) To sell or exchange duplicate volunmes or sets of
wor ks of material not needed for use in the State Library and
to apply the proceeds to the purchase of other material for
the State Library.

(8) To nmake available materials of the State Library for
circulation to the systemand to the citizens of this
Commonweal th general |y under the regul ations promnul gated by
the comm ssion. The State Librarian nmay, after consultation
with the comm ssion, restrict the circulation of certain
mat eri al s because they are rare or used intensively in the
State Library for reference or other purposes.

(9) To establish and nmaintain prograns providing for
literacy skills enhancenent and inprovenent of all enployees
of the Commonweal t h.

(10) To establish and conduct continuing professional
educational prograns for personnel of the State Library and
all system nmenbers.

(11) To further the devel opnment of effective Statew de
school library services.

(12) To provide technical assistance to historical

libraries for the maintenance and preservation of historical
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material s.

(13) To pronmote and advance the library science of this
Conmonweal t h.

(14) To otherw se coordinate the affairs and activities
of the State Library with the comm ssion

(15) To send one copy of each public docunent required
to be deposited under this act to the Library of Congress.

(16) To prepare and issue quarterly a conplete index of
publ i ¢ docunents deposited under this act during the
i mredi ately preceding quarter. The index shall be cumnul at ed
and printed at the end of each cal endar year. A copy shall be
distributed by the State Librarian to each nenber of the
CGeneral Assenbly, to Commonweal th agencies and to each county
law library.

(17) To establish a docunent exchange systemw th
agencies in the several states to nake avail abl e sel ect ed
docunent s.

(18) To exchange the judicial decisions, statutes,
journals, legislative and executive docunents of the
Commonweal th and ot her books placed in the care of the State
Library with other libraries of the several states, the
Federal Governnent, foreign countries and societies and
institutions.

(19) To nane, after consultation with the comm ssion,
menbers to advi sory panels for each section of the State
Li brary to advise and consult on the establishnent and

mai nt enance of materials for such sections.

Section 344. Historical nmaterials preservation.

The State Librarian shall, under regul ati ons pronul gated by

t he conm ssion, establish and maintain facilities for the
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preservation of historical materials owned by the Comonweal t h;
by the several counties; and, on a cost-only basis, by
historical libraries. The State Librarian shall appoint an
adequately qualified staff skilled in the preservation of
historical materials. The State Librarian shall maintain on an
annual basis a census of historical naterials owned by the
Conmonweal th, the several counties and the historical libraries.
Section 345. Report of State Librarian.

By January 15, the State Librarian shall nmake an annual
report for the preceding fiscal year as to the affairs of the
State Library. The report shall include a detail ed statenent of
recei pts and expenditures on account of the State Library, the
acqui sition of new materials and anal ysis of the collection of
materials in the possession of the State Library.

SUBCHAPTER D
SYSTEM
Section 361. Establishnent.

There is established the State Library System which shal
consist of a unified systemof all libraries within this
Commonweal th which qualify for and apply for State financial
assistance within this act. The conm ssion shall promul gate
regul ati ons governing the State Library System and such m ni nal
library service standards for libraries to qualify for State aid
and grants.

Section 362. Library precincts.

Each local library, regardless if it is a branch of the
county library district or of a nunicipal library district,
shall be within a local library precinct which shall constitute

the service area of one or nore precincts, wards, boroughs,

towns or townships, as the case nay be. At no tinme shall any
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1 local library district divide any political subdivision, nor

2 shall there be any overlapping of political subdivisions by a
3 local library. The local library district shall no |ater than
4 February 1 of each year certify to the comm ssion the

5 nmunicipality or nunicipalities within the local library

6 precinct.

7 Section 363. County or nunicipal library districts.

8 (a) Establishnent of county library districts.--The

9 governing body of each county shall create a county library

10 district and appoint not |less than five nor nore than nine

11 library trustees to serve at the pleasure of the district board.
12 Al local libraries which seek State aid shall be nenbers of the
13 county library district, unless the nunicipality in which the
14 local library is |located elects to establish a nunicipal or

15 joint municipal library district under subsection (c). The

16 county library district shall establish new libraries in

17 municipalities which are not served by a local library.

18 (b) Trustees.--Each library trustee shall serve w thout

19 conpensation and upon their appointnment thereto, the library
20 trustees shall neet and elect from anong thensel ves a chairman,
21 vice chairman and secretary-treasurer, who shall be bonded
22 pursuant to regul ations promul gated by the conmm ssion and shal
23 serve for a termof four years comencing on the first January
24 after a nunicipal election. The district board of the |ibrary
25 district shall be responsible for the inplenentation of the
26 provisions of this act pursuant to the regul ati ons pronul gat ed
27 by the comm ssion.
28 (c) Establishnment of nunicipal or joint-runicipal |ibrary
29 districts.--A nmunicipality in which a local library is
30 established nay elect to establish a nmunicipal library district
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or enter into an agreenent to establish a joint rnunicipal

library district with contiguous nunicipalities which fal

within the local library precinct established under subsection
(a).

(d) Menbership in regional library district.--Each library
di strict and each academic, historical, |aw and specialized
library shall be a nenber of a regional |ibrary district.

Section 364. Regional library districts.
The system shall be divided into the foll ow ng regional
[ibrary districts:

(1) The Eastern Regional District, which shall consi st
of Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Chester, Del aware, Lancaster,

Lehi gh, Monroe, Montgonery, Northanpton and Phil adel phia
Count i es.

(2) The Mddle Regional District, which shall consist of
Adans, Bedford, Blair, Bradford, Centre, Cearfield, Qinton,
Col unmbi a, Cunberl| and, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon,
Juni ata, Lackawanna, Lebanon, Luzerne, Lyconming, Mfflin,
Mont our, Northunberland, Perry, Pike, Potter, Schuylkill,
Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Union, Wayne, Wom ng
and York Counti es.

(3) The Western Regional District, which shall consi st
of Al |l egheny, Arnstrong, Beaver, Butler, Canbria, Caneron,
Clarion, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Fayette, Forest, G eene,

I ndi ana, Jefferson, Lawence, MKean, Mercer, Sonerset,

Venango, Warren, Washi ngton and West norel and Counti es.
Section 365. State Library System Conference.

(a) Organization and neeting.--On the third Wdnesday of
January, April, July and October, or in the case of a holiday,

on the first business day thereafter, the State Library System
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Conference shall nmeet in Harrisburg or at another place
designated by the comm ssion fromtine to time. Each county
library district shall send not |ess than one nor nore than five
i brarians and not |ess than one nor nore than three |ibrary
trustees, each of whom shall have one vote on all matters
brought before the conference. No librarian or trustee shall be
conpensated for attending the conference but may be rei nbursed
for out-of-pocket expenses.

(b) Authority and duties.--The conference shall have the
authority to consider and enact resolutions informng the
commi ssion of the views of the conference on matters concerning
the adm nistration of the State |ibrary systemand to nake
recommendati ons on policy pertaining to |ibrary sciences. The
commi ssion shall accept, nodify or table the recommendati ons
within three regularly schedul ed neetings of the comm ssion.
Section 366. Academ c, |law, school and specialized |ibraries.

Any academc library, law library, school library or
specialized library nmust be a nenber of the systemin order to
be entitled to assistance under Chapter 7 Subch. B. A system
menber under this subsection nay not charge nmenbership dues or
adm ssion fees for services.
Section 367. System operations.

(a) Regulations.--The comm ssion shall promul gate
regul ati ons establishing m ni num standards governing the system

(b) Pass.--

(1) The conm ssion shall establish, maintain and operate

a singular Statewide library pass to be issued by the

comm ssion to all citizens 12 years of age or ol der. The pass

shall be accepted by all system nenbers.

(2) The conm ssion shall establish, maintain and operate

19970H1884B2378 - 35 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

a singular Statewide law |ibrary pass to be issued by the
comm ssion to all attorneys at |aw. The pass shall be
accepted by the State Library and all county law |ibraries
whi ch are system nenbers.

(c) Catalog.--The comm ssion shall establish, mintain and
operate a Statew de automated catal og to be nmade avail abl e over
the conputer library network.

(d) Annual reports.--The commi ssion shall promul gate
regul ations for annual reporting to the conm ssion by all system
menbers regarding the state of the nenber library, its service
to the general public and forecasts for library devel opnment. The
report shall include, but not be [imted to, the annual
expenditures of the system nenber, the nunber of patrons,
borrowi ngs, visitations and inquiries, the nunber of print,
audi o-vi sual and digital materials on hand, including additions
and matter m ssing, and the general character of books, wth
such other statistics, information and suggestions as they may
deem of general interest. Al reports filed with the comm ssion
shall be subject to the provisions of 18 Pa.C. S. § 4902
(relating to perjury).

Section 368. Nonconpliance with systemrequirenents.

Any system nenber which fails to conply with the m ni nmal
st andards promrul gated by the comm ssion shall not be eligible
for any State aid or financial assistance or access to the
conputer library network. A system nmenber not in conpliance
shall be suspended fromthe system pursuant to an order, subject
to 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedure
of Conmonweal t h agencies) and Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to
judicial review of Cormbnweal th agency action). Suspension shal

remain in effect until such curative actions as ordered are
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ef f ect uat ed.
Section 369. Oganic |aw and additional materials.

(a) Existing law.--Nothing in this act shall be construed to
i nval i date any provision of organic |aw authorizing the
establishment of a library electing to be a system nenber.

(b) Additional materials.--Nothing in this act or a
regul ati on pronul gated by the comm ssion shall be construed to

prohibit a library fromacquiring or possessing material.

Section 370. Regional libraries.
Each regional district shall have a regional library as
designated by the comm ssion. A regional library shall be

desi gnat ed because of its capacity to provide additional
services and support for local libraries within the regional
district. A designated regional l|ibrary shall maintain the
docunents readily accessible for use and shall render assistance
for their use w thout charge.
Section 371. County library districts.

(a) Powers and duties.--The district board the of the county
library district has the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To admi nister the downl oadi ng of conputer library
services fromthe State Library to the regional library for
distribution to libraries within the county library district.

(2) To admi nister the uploading of conputer library
services fromlibraries within the county library district to
the State Library for Statew de distribution.

(3) To administer interlibrary |oan prograns, special
events, prograns and projects for local libraries if such
exi sting activities are not adm nistered by the |ocal
library.

(b) Organization.--The district board shall organize after
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1 appointnment by electing a presiding officer, a secretary and a
2 treasurer fromits nmenbership and other officers and agents as
3 the district board deens necessary.

4 CHAPTER 5

5 FUND

6 Section 501. Establishnent.

7 The Library Fund is established as a separate fund in the

8 State Treasury.

9 Section 502. Source.

10 The followi ng are the sources of the fund:

11 (1) Appropriations.

12 (2) Donations.

13 (3) Fees collected under this act.

14 Section 503. Adm nistration.

15 The comm ssion shall adm nister the fund to inplenment this
16 act.

17 CHAPTER 7

18 FI NANCI NG

19 SUBCHAPTER A
20 FUNDI NG
21 Section 701. District board to control all funds.
22 (a) GCeneral.--Al noney appropriated for the establishnment
23 or maintenance of a local library and all noney received from
24 other sources for its use shall be under the exclusive control
25 of the appropriate district board.
26 (b) Report.--The district board of a system nenber shal
27 file with the comm ssion an annual report by January 30 or
28 within 30 days subsequent to the end of the fiscal year. The
29 report shall be a public docunent. The accounts of the treasurer

30 of the district board shall be audited as in the case of other
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county or nunici pal expenditures. The annual report required
under this subsection shall contain an item zed statenent of al
recei pts and expenditures and shall show the condition of the
library and branches, the nunber of materials, the nunber added,
the nunber |ost or withdrawn, the nunber of registered borrowers
and readers and a statenent of the circulation of material, with
ot her information and recommendati ons as desirable. A copy of
each report shall be sent to the county or nunicipality in which
the library district is located at the sane tinme the report is
filed with the comm ssion.

(c) Deposit.--Mney received for any county library district
or local library district shall be deposited in the treasury of
the county or municipality to the credit of the library and
shall be kept separate and apart from other noney of the county
or nmunicipality.

Section 702. Professional dues.

Each library district shall include anong the expenses of the
local library or county library district the annual nenbership
dues of professional librarians in the Pennsylvania Library
Associ ation and the annual nenbership dues of a president, vice-
presi dent, secretary, treasurer or simlarly designated officer
of an incorporated nonprofit organi zation of friends or patrons
of the local library or county library district in the Friends
of Pennsylvani a Libraries.

Section 703. Donati ons.

Any person desiring to making donati ons of noney, personal
property or real property for the benefit of any system nenber
library shall have the right to vest the title to the donated
noney or property in the conm ssion or the district board of any

county library, joint-county library district, nunicipal library
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or joint-municipal library created under this act, to be held
and controlled by the comm ssion or district board, when
accepted, according to the terns of the deed, gift, devise or
bequest of the noney or property. As to the donated noney or
property, the conm ssion or district board shall be held and
considered to be special trustees.
Section 704. Base funding for library expenditures. (Reserved)
Section 705. Base funding for capital expenditures. (Reserved)
SUBCHAPTER B

SUPPLEMENTAL STATE AI D
Section 721. Authorization. (Reserved)
Section 722. Exception. (Reserved)
Section 723. Procedure. (Reserved)
Section 724. School library. (Reserved)
Section 725. Regul ati ons.

The comm ssion shall promrul gate regul ati ons governi ng
eligibility for local libraries for supplenmental State aid
beyond t he base funding, based on the following criteria:

(1) The tax base of the political subdivision and inpact
thereon by result of the nunber of taxpayers who are
econoni cal ly i npoverished or otherw se bel ow the Poverty
Level by Fam |y Size established by the United States Bureau
of the Census.

(2) The econom c and soci al denographi c background of
t he popul ation of the political subdivision, including:

(i) Mjor plant closing and decline of industries
whi ch dom nate the econom c base of the politica
subdi vi si on and surroundi ng region.

(ii) Nunmber of citizens within the political

subdi vi si on who are not gainfully enployed by reason of
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i ncl

age or inability to obtain enploynment in industries which
are maj or enployers within and throughout the political
subdi vi si on.

(ti1) Nunber of citizens within the political
subdi vi si on who are dependent on Federal or State
assi stance provi ded by reason of econom c poverty and
| ack of educational or vocational training.

(iv) Nunmber of housing stock within the political
subdi vi si on which may be eligible for Federal or State
financi al assistance.

(v) The l|ack of adequate communi cati ons networks
installed by utilities by reason of market conditions
precludi ng i nvestnment by the utilities.

(3) The fiscal condition of the political subdivision,
uding the follow ng factors:

(1) Significant tax increases required to be enacted
by the political subdivision which have resulted in the
| oss of business entities and establishments rel ocating
fromthe political subdivision

(i1i) Budget deficits incurred by the political
subdi vi sion over a period of the past five years.

(i) The amount of State financial assistance to
the political subdivision for inprovenent of housing
stock, assistance to citizens who are econonically
i mpoveri shed or not gainfully enployed by reason of age
or inability to obtain enploynment in industries which
historically were major industries within the political
subdi vi si on.

(iv) The urgency of the preservation requirenents of

the material collections, for which the rarity of the
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mat eri al shall be a governing influence, or the urgency

of capital inprovenent to plant and prem ses, for which

the state of disrepair of the specific capital attribute
shall be a governing influence.

(v) The denographic population attributes of the
political subdivision which the system nmenber is charged
to serve. Under this subparagraph, the necessity to
improve the literacy rate of the population shall be a
governi ng infl uence.

(vi) The alternative opportunities available to the
popul ati on of the political subdivision which the nmenber
systemlibrary is chartered to serve. Under this
subpar agraph, the limtations on the neans and
accessibility of transportation and conmuni cati ons
net wor ks shall be a governing influence.

Section 726. Nonprofits.

(a) GCeneral.--The comm ssion is authorized to consider an
application froma nonprofit organi zation or corporation engaged
in the adm nistration of services providing such literacy
prograns. No award shall be for the expense of retaining
services of professional fundraisers who, as conpensation for
their services, charge a percentage or extract a portion of the
fees fromthe noney raised.

(b) Historical, |law and specialized libraries.--

(1) The conmission is authorized to provide State aid to
any historical library, law library or specialized library
whi ch:

(i) 1is established and operated by a nonprofit
organi zation, including a county bar association; and

(ii) is a system nenber.
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1 (2) An application for State aid under this subsection
2 must be submtted by February 1 for consideration and

3 inclusion in the budgetary requests of the comm ssion.

4 (3) The conm ssion shall approve an application for

5 State aid based on the following criteria:

6 (1) The financial condition of the system nenber

7 (i1i) The economc condition of the politica

8 subdi vi si on of which the system nenber is chartered to

9 serve.

10 (4) For a system nenber under section 366, State aid

11 under this subsection shall include the anpbunt that the

12 library woul d have col |l ected from nenbershi p dues or

13 adm ssion fees.

14 CHAPTER 9

15 LI CENSI NG OF LI BRARI AN

16 Section 901. Licensing of professional |ibrarians.

17 (a) Authority.--The comm ssion shall have the authority to
18 issue licenses to professional librarians to be admtted to this
19 Commonweal th for enploynent as professional |ibrarians by any
20 academc, historical, law, |ocal, school or special |ibrary.
21 (b) Regul ations.--The comm ssion shall promnul gate
22 regul ations governing the professional standards and educati onal
23 know edge to be exam ned and the tinmes and places in which
24 candidates for professional librarian |icenses nay take
25 exam nations for applications for professional |ibrary |licenses.
26 Exam nation for licenses shall include proficiency in book,
27 audio visual and conputer materials, adm nistration and
28 financial nmanagenent.
29 (c) Exenptions.--
30 (1) A professional |ibrarian enployed by an academ c,
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historical, law, |ocal, school or special library for ten
years prior to the enactnent of this act and who has a
master's degree in library sciences granted by an accredited
col l ege or university or any professional |ibrarian enpl oyed
by an academ c, historical, |law, |ocal, school or special
[ibrary for 15 years prior to the enactnment of this act and

who has a bachelor's degree in library sciences granted by an

accredited college or university, shall be exenpt from

exam nation for a professional |icense under this section.
(2) The conm ssion nmay, upon petition of any

prof essional librarian or system nenber nmade within six

nmont hs after enactnent of this act, exenpt any other

prof essional librarian fromexam nation for a professional

Iicense under this section, except for extraordinary hardship

situati ons.

(3) The waiver shall be effective only for the current
librarian position in which the candidate is enpl oyed and
shall not be transferrable to any other librarian position
within this Comobnweal t h.

(d) Advisory board.--The commi ssion may establish and
appoi nt a seven-nenber Professional Librarian Licensing Board
consi sting of four college professors fromschools of library
sciences of any college or university within this Commonweal t h
and three citizens with expertise and experience in allied
subject matters such as conputer operations and public finance,
to serve at the pleasure of the conm ssion
Section 902. Enploynment hiring and renoval of professional

l'ibrarians.

(a) GCeneral.--No person shall be enployed as a librarian

within this Coormonwealth without first being qualified and
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Iicensed or otherw se exenpted fromlicensing requirenents under
section 901.

(b) Enpl oynent renoval.--No professionally |icensed
librarian may be renoved by a library or district board on
matters relative to material sel ection and nai nt enance or ot her
matters gernmane to library adm nistration and managenent. Any
removal of a professionally licensed |librarian nust be upon
order of the commi ssion after follow ng the procedure under 2
Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedure of
Commonweal t h agencies) and Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to judicial
revi ew of Commonweal t h agency action).

(c) Exception.--Any library or district board nmay renove a
professionally licensed Iibrarian upon conviction of theft,
abuse of public office or other infanobus crime w thout the prior
consent of the conmm ssion.

CHAPTER 11
| NFORMATI ON AND FEES
Section 1101. Conputer library services, digital storage and
di ssem nati on

(a) Conputer library network.--There is established a
conputer library network, which shall connect system nenbers;
the |l egislative, executive and judicial branches; and
muni ci palities. The conputer library network may be referred to
as the Pennsylvania Information Network (PIN). The conputer
library network shall be available to the general public w thout
cost or fee via Internet access.

(b) WMaterials.--Materials generally nmade avail abl e by the
| egi sl ative, executive and judicial branches and nunicipalities
by print material shall be available by digital material over

the conputer library network pursuant to regul ati ons pronul gat ed
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1 by the commission. Materials owned by the State Library and al

2 system nenbers shall be nade avail able over the conputer |ibrary
3 network unless dissem nation is prohibited by Federal or

4 international copyright |Iaws. The conm ssion shall promul gate

5 regulations governing the time and cost factors relative to the
6 conversion of print materials to digital format for inclusion on
7 the computer library network.

8 Section 1102. Commercial computerized information retrieval

9 servi ces.

10 The State Librarian, under regulations promnul gated by the

11 conmission, is authorized to acquire commercially avail abl e

12 conputerized information retrieval services for dissen nation

13 through the conputer library services of the State Library, as
14 provided in section 1103, through a master |icense contract.

15 Section 1103. Bid exam nation.

16 Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of State law to the contrary,
17 the State Librarian nay acquire comercial conputerized

18 information retrieval services for dissem nation through the

19 conputer library services of the State Library w thout contract
20 bid, subject to the follow ng:
21 (1) The commercial conputerized information retrieva
22 service is not a service that is otherwise regularly
23 avai |l abl e by public dissenm nation over existing comrunication
24 net wor ks under ownership of a public agency or entity.
25 (2) The fee is a one-year, flat-rate charge for
26 unlimted access.
27 (3) The commercial conputerized information retrieva
28 servi ce denonstrates by conpetent docunentation in a form and
29 manner as prescribed by the comm ssion that the vol une
30 di scount rate neets all of the foll ow ng:
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(1) Is less than the largest comercially avail abl e

di scount provided by the vendor to its |argest vol une

cust oner.

(1i) Represents a significant discount to the State

Li brary for the acquisition of the information retrieval

service so that, after deducting 10% of the cost of

acqui sition of the service for State governnent use, the

pro rata expense of providing the information retrieval

service to fee-paying library patrons remains |ess than
t he expense after application of the |argest commercially
avai |l abl e di scount provided by the vendor to its | argest
conmer ci al vol ume cust oner
(ti1) The cost charged to 75% of fee-paying library
patrons estimted under the master |icense contract wll
of fset the expense of providing the service for State
government use and for exenption of patron access fees as
provi ded under this act.
(4) The commercial conputerized information retrieva
service includes all serial and periodic updates within
consi deration of the volune discount rate.
(5) The commercial conputerized information retrieva
service includes all consuner and technical support services
made avail able to the highest preferred conmercial custoner.
Section 1104. User fees.

The conmm ssion by regulation shall set user fees for access
to information retrieval services.
Section 1105. Tel ephone servi ce.

Under section 254(h)(1)(B) of the Comunications Act of 1934
(48 Stat. 1105, 47 U.S.C. 8 254(h)(1)(B)), each comon carrier

providing intrastate tel ephone service shall provide at no cost
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t el ephone access to the Internet for all systemnenbers in a
nunber and anmount set by regul ati ons pronul gated by the
conmmi ssion, which shall take into consideration the per capita
requi renents of each system nmenber and availability of
prevailing state-of-the-art technol ogy.

CHAPTER 13

TAX

Section 1301. Property, inheritance and incone.

(a) Property.--Any building owned and occupi ed by a county
library district or a local library district and the [ and on
which it stands shall be exenpt fromlocal tax, notw thstandi ng
the fact that some portion of the building or |and may be
yielding rentals to the corporation or associati on managi ng t he
library. To qualify for exenption under this subsection, the net
recei pts of the corporation or association fromrentals nust be
used solely for the purpose of nmaintaining the |ibrary.

(b) Inheritance and incone.--Gfts, bequests, devises,
grants or endowrents nmade to a library, to the State Library or
to any national library created by a Federal statute shall be
free frominheritance tax. The inconme fromsuch gifts, bequests,
devi ses, grants or endowrents used solely for the purposes of
mai ntaining the libraries shall be exenpt from State i ncone tax.
Section 1302. Local.

(a) Authorization.--1f a local library within a city,
bor ough, incorporated town or township is not a system nenber
through either a county library district or a nunicipal or joint
muni ci pal library district, the city, borough, incorporated town
or township shall levy and collect a tax of one-half of one mll
on every dollar of assessable property within the |evying

muni ci pality.
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1 (b) Increase.--The mllage under this section may be

2 increased by any of the foll ow ng:

3 (1) Vote of the governing body of the |evying

4 muni ci pality.

5 (2) Vote of the electors of the levying nmunicipality

6 upon a petition brought by at |east 5% of the el ectors who
7 voted in the | ast general, mnunicipal or primary election.

8 (c) Use.--Taxes collected under this section shall be used
9 to support and nmaintain local libraries within the taxing

10 district.

11 CHAPTER 15

12 LOCAL

13 Section 1501. Referendum

14 The governing body of a municipality may and, upon petition
15 of 3%of the nunber of electors at the precedi ng general

16 election or municipal election, shall submt to the qualified
17 voters of the nmunicipality at the next general, municipal or
18 primary el ection the question of establishing or maintaining a
19 local library or a county library.
20 Section 1502. Organization.
21 There shall be at |east one local library in each comrerci al
22 trading zone, as designated by generally accepted national
23 comrercial mapnmakers within each county. A library established
24 and maintai ned by a nonprofit organization or corporation within
25 a municipality shall qualify as a local library. Alibrary
26 established and maintained within a secondary school buil ding
27 maintained by a public school district shall qualify as a | ocal
28 library if it is free and open to the general public at hours
29 beyond those of which the school library is regularly open.

30 Section 1503. Local library operation.
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(a) Control.--The affairs of a county library district or a
local library shall be under the exclusive control of a district
board which shall be responsible for the adm nistration of the
library district or local library. The district board shall be
conposed of not fewer than five nor nore than seven nenbers,
appoi nted by the county or nunicipality, unless by |aw a greater
nunber is provided.

(b) Joint-nmunicipal libraries.--The county library district
or, if there is no county library district, the comm ssion shal
aut hori ze the establishnent of a joint-rnunicipal |ibrary
district where existing libraries are authorized under this act
to serve a comrercial trading zone consisting of nore than one
muni ci pality.

(c) Appointnents. --

(1) Initial appointnents shall be as follows:
(i) One-third for one year.
(ii) One-third for two years.
(iiit) One-third for three years.
(2) An appointnment shall be for a termof three years.
(3) A nenber shall serve until a successor is appointed.
(4) No nmenber of any district board shall receive any
salary or conpensation for services as a nenber of the
district board.

(d) Organization.--A district board shall organize after
appoi ntment by electing a presiding officer, a secretary and a
treasurer fromits nenbership and other officers and agents as
the district board deens necessary.

Section 1504. Staff.
The district board of the county library or local |ibrary has

the power to appoint a suitable librarian licensed by the
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commi ssi on and necessary |licensed |ibrary and adm nistrative
assistants and fix their conpensation to conduct business to
carry out the spirit and intent of this act in establishing and
mai ntai ning county or local libraries. Conpensation of staff
per sonnel rmnust mneet or exceed m ni mum st andards established by
t he comm ssion under section 367(a).
Section 1505. Duplication.

If there is a local library in a nunicipality, no new library
shal | be established under this act.

CHAPTER 17
LAW LI BRARI ES
Section 1701. Maintenance of principal State law library and
county law libraries.

(a) Principal law libraries.--The State Librarian shal
mai ntain a principal law library at the main branch and at ot her
| ocations in the Capitol Conplex as may be designated by the
commi ssion for the use of the |egislative, executive and
judicial branches by establishing and mai ntaining a conplete and
conprehensi ve collection of the Federal, State and mnuni ci pal
statutes, ordinances, regulations and case |aw, and treati ses on
such law, by print and digital material.

(b) Services.--The principal law library shall also naintain
and provide the follow ng services for the use of the
| egi sl ative, executive and judicial branches:

(1) Make available fromtine to tinme anal ysis of
appel | ate court opinions which express the necessity for
clarity, instruction or guidance as to legislative intent.

(2) Make available fromtine to time anal ysis, appraisa
and eval uation of new |l egislation fromother states and from

Congr ess.
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(3) Report all official opinions of the courts of
Pennsyl vania, wite as reference aids for the opinions
headnotes and syl |l abi and periodically conpile headnotes into
di gests by topic of |aw pursuant to regul ati ons promul gated
by the conm ssion.

(4) Report the legislative history of all acts of the
CGeneral Assenbly and periodically conpile the acts, history
and resulting executive regulations into annotated
publ i cati ons pursuant to regul ati ons pronul gated by the
commi ssi on.

(5) Provide such other | egal research and reference
services as nmay be requested fromtinme to tinme by the
conmmi ssi on.

Section 1702. Access.

The justices, judges and officers of the unified judicial
system shal |l have free access to law libraries nmaintained by the
State Librarian. The conm ssion may not restrict any person
authorized to take books fromthe law |ibrary from having access
to the law library or using the books in the sanme manner as they
may be used in the general |ibrary.

Section 1703. Free copies.

The State Librarian shall, annually and free of charge,
distribute to the treasurer of each bar association or nonprofit
corporation for the use of its library 60 copies of the Laws of
Pennsyl vania and the official reports of the Suprene Court and
t he Superior Court for the purpose of enabling the library to
exchange a copy of the laws and reports for a copy of simlar
publications of the several states and territories of the United
St at es.

Section 1704. Sharing.
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The State Librarian shall make avail able to each county | aw
library and to each law library in a State or county
correctional facility, at no cost, a conplete and conprehensive
col l ection of Federal and State statutes, regul ations and case
law, and treatises on such law, by print and digital naterial.
Section 1705. Subscription.

Any attorney at |law and a | aw school established and
operating in this Commonweal th may subscribe to the conputerized
information retrieval services obtained by the State Library
under a nmaster license contract at cost. Subscribers under this
section shall be responsible for costs associated with the
acqui sition and nai ntenance of conputer equi pnent and
t el econmuni cati on.

Section 1706. Law library fees.

(a) Assessnent.--

(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), in each
judicial district, the clerk of courts shall assess and

coll ect a surcharge in the amount of 20% of each filing fee.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to a county where the
law library is:
(1) maintained by a State or county bar association
or by other private funding; and
(i) not a system nenber.
(b) Remttance.--The anount of the surcharge under
subsection (a) shall be remtted to the fund each year.
CHAPTER 19
| NTERSTATE LI BRARY COVPACT
Section 1901. Conpact.
The Interstate Library Conpact is enacted into | aw and

entered into by the Coomonwealth with all states legally joining
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therein in the formsubstantially as foll ows:
| NTERSTATE LI BRARY COVPACT

The contracting states solemly agree that:

Article |

Because the desire for the services provided by libraries
transcends governnental boundaries and can nost effectively be
satisfied by giving such services to conmmunities and people
regardl ess of jurisdictional lines, it is the policy of the
states party to this conpact to cooperate and share their
responsi bilities; to authorize cooperation and sharing with
respect to those types of library facilities and services which
can be nore economcally or efficiently devel oped and nai nt ai ned
on a cooperative basis; and to authorize cooperation and sharing
anong localities, states and others in providing joint or
cooperative library services in areas where the distribution of
popul ati on or of existing and potential |ibrary resources make
the provision of library service on an interstate basis the nost
effective way of providing adequate and efficient service.

Article |

As used in this conpact:

(a) "Public Iibrary agency” neans any unit or agency of a
| ocal or state governnment operating or having power to operate a
library.

(b) "Private library agency" nmeans any nongover nnent al
entity which operates or assunes a |l egal obligation to operate a
library.

(c) "Library agreenent” neans a contract establishing an
interstate library district pursuant to this conpact or
providing for the joint or cooperative furnishing of |ibrary

servi ces.
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Article 111

(a) Any one or nore public library agencies in a party state
in cooperation with any public |ibrary agency or agencies in one
or nore other party states nmay establish and nmaintain an
interstate library district. Subject to the provisions of this
conpact and any other |laws of the party states which pursuant
hereto remain applicable, such district may establish, naintain
and operate sone or all of the library facilities and services
for the area concerned in accordance with the terns of a library
agreenent therefor. Any private |library agency or agencies
within an interstate library district may cooperate therewth,
assunme duties, responsibilities and obligations thereto, and
receive benefits therefromas provided in any library agreenent
to which such agency or agenci es becone party.

(b) Wthin an interstate library district, and as provided
by a library agreenent, the performance of library functions may
be undertaken on a joint or cooperative basis or may be
undertaken by neans of one or nore arrangenents between or anong
public or private |library agencies for the extension of library
privileges to the use of facilities or services operated or
rendered by one or nore of the individual |ibrary agencies.

(c) If alibrary agreenment provides for joint establishnment,
mai nt enance or operation of library facilities or services by an
interstate library district, such district shall have the power
to do any one or nore of the following in accordance with such
i brary agreenent:

1. Undertake, adm nister and participate in prograns or
arrangenents for securing, |ending or servicing of books and
ot her publications, any other materials suitable to be kept or

made available by libraries, |library equipnent or for the
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di ssem nation of information about |ibraries, the value and
significance of particular itens therein, and the use thereof.

2. Accept for any of its purposes under this conpact any and
all donations, and grants of noney, equipnent, supplies,
mat eri al s, and services, (conditional or otherw se), from any
state or the United States or any subdivision or agency thereof,
or interstate agency, or fromany institution, person, firmor
corporation, and receive, utilize and di spose of the sane.

3. Operate nobile library units or equi pment for the purpose
of rendering booknobile service within the district.

4. Enmpl oy professional, technical, clerical and other
personnel and fix ternms of enploynment, conpensation, and ot her
appropriate benefits; and where desirable, provide for the
i nservice training of such personnel.

5. Sue and be sued in any court of conpetent jurisdiction.

6. Acquire, hold, and dispose of any real or personal
property or any interest or interests therein as may be
appropriate to the rendering of l|ibrary service.

7. Construct, maintain and operate a |library, including any
appropriate branches thereof.

8. Do such other things as may be incidental to or
appropriate for the carrying out of any of the foregoing powers.
Article 1V

(a) An interstate library district which establishes,
mai ntai ns or operates any facilities or services in its own
right shall have a governing board which shall direct the
affairs of the district and act for it in all matters rel ating
to its business. Each participating public |ibrary agency in the
district shall be represented on the governing board whi ch shal

be organi zed and conduct its business in accordance with
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provision therefor in the library agreement. But in no event
shall a governing board neet less often than twi ce a year.

(b) Any private library agency or agencies party to a
library agreenment establishing an interstate library district
may be represented on or advise with the governing board of the
district in such manner as the library agreenment nay provide.

Article V

Any two or nore state library agencies of two or nore of the
party states may undertake and conduct joint or cooperative
library prograns, render joint or cooperative library services,
and enter into and perform arrangenents for the cooperative or
joint acquisition, use, housing and disposition of itens or
coll ections of materials which, by reason of expense, rarity,
speci ali zed nature, or infrequency of demand therefor would be
appropriated for central collection and shared use. Any such
prograns, services or arrangenents may include provision for the
exerci se on a cooperative or joint basis of any power
exercisable by an interstate library district and an agreenent
enbodyi ng any such program service, or arrangenent shal
contain provisions covering the subjects detailed in Article VI
of this conpact for interstate library agreenents.

Article VI

(a) In order to provide for any joint or cooperative
undertaki ng pursuant to this conpact, public and private library
agencies may enter into library agreenents. Any agreenent
executed pursuant to the provisions of this conpact shall, as
anong the parties to the agreenent:

1. Detail the specific nature of the services, prograns,
facilities, arrangenents or properties to which it is

appl i cabl e.
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2. Provide for the allocation of costs and ot her financial
responsi bilities.

3. Specify the respective rights, duties, obligations and
liabilities of the parties.

4. Set forth the ternms and conditions for duration, renewal,
term nation, abrogation, disposal of joint or comon property,
if any, and all other matters which may be appropriate to the
proper effectuation and performance of the agreenent.

(b) No public or private library agency shall undertake to
exercise itself, or jointly with any other library agency, by
means of a library agreenment any power prohibited to such agency
by the constitution or statutes of its state.

(c) No library agreenent shall becone effective until filed
with the conpact adm nistrator of each state involved, and
approved in accordance with Article VIl of this conpact.

Article VI

(a) Every library agreenment nade pursuant to this conpact
shall, prior to and as a condition precedent to its entry into
force, be submtted to the attorney general of each state in
which a public library agency party thereto is situated, who
shal | determ ne whether the agreenent is in proper form and
conpatible with the aws of his or her state. The attorneys
general shall approve any agreenment submtted to them unl ess
they shall find that it does not neet the conditions set forth
herein and shall detail in witing addressed to the governing
bodi es of the public library agencies concerned the specific
respects in which the proposed agreenent fails to neet the
requi renents of law. Failure to di sapprove an agreenent
subm tted hereunder within 90 days of its subm ssion shal

constitute approval thereof.
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(b) In the event that a library agreenent made pursuant to
this conpact shall deal in whole or in part with the provision
of services or facilities with regard to which an officer or
agency of the state governnment has constitutional or statutory
powers of control, the agreenent shall, as a condition precedent
toits entry into force, be submtted to the state officer or
agency having such power of control and shall be approved or
di sapproved by the officer or agency as to all nmatters within
the jurisdiction of the state officer or agency in the sane
manner and subject to the same requirenents governing the action
of the attorneys general pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
article. This requirenent of subm ssion and approval shall be in
addition to and not in substitution for the requirenent of
subm ssion to an approval by the attorneys general.

Article VIII

Not hing in this conpact or in any library agreenent shall be
construed to supersede, alter or otherw se inpair any obligation
i nposed on any library by otherw se applicable |aw, nor to
authorize the transfer or disposition of any property held in
trust by a library agency in a manner contrary to the terns of
such trust.

Article I X

(a) Any public library agency party to a |ibrary agreenent
may appropriate funds to the interstate |library district
established thereby in the sane manner and to the sane extent as
to alibrary wholly maintained by it and, subject to the | aws of
the state in which such public library agency is situated, my
pl edge its credit in support of an interstate library district
establ i shed by the agreenent.

(b) Subject to the provisions of the |library agreenent
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pursuant to which it functions and the laws of the states in
whi ch such district is situated, an interstate library district
may cl ai mand receive any state and Federal aid which may be
avai lable to library agenci es.

Article X

Each state shall designate a conpact adm nistrator with whom
copies of all library agreenents to which the admnistrator's
state or any public library agency thereof is party shall be
filed. The adm nistrator shall have such other powers as may be
conferred upon himor her by the laws of his or her state and
may consult and cooperate with the conpact adm nistrators of
other party states and take such steps as may effectuate the
pur poses of this conpact. If the laws of a party state so
provi de, such state nay designate one or nore deputy conpact
adm nistrators in addition to its conpact adm nistrator.

Article Xl

(a) This conpact shall enter into force and effect
i mredi ately upon its enactnment into |aw by any two states.
Thereafter, it shall enter into force and effect as to any ot her
state upon the enactnent thereof by such state.

(b) This conpact shall continue in force with respect to a
party state and remain bindi ng upon such state until six nonths
after such state has given notice to each other party state of
the repeal thereof. Such withdrawal s shall not be construed to
relieve any party to a library agreenent entered into pursuant
to this conpact fromany obligation of that agreenment prior to
the end of its duration as provided therein.

Article Xl
This conpact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate

t he purposes thereof. The provisions of this conpact shall be
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severabl e and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of
this conpact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of
any party state or of the United States or the applicability
t hereof to any governnent, agency, person or circunstance is
held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this conpact and
the applicability thereof to any governnent, agency, person or
ci rcunst ance shall not be affected thereby. If this conpact
shall be held contrary to the constitution of any state party
thereto, the conpact shall remain in full force and effect as to
the remaining states and in full force and effect as to the
state affected as to all severable matters.
CHAPTER 51
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

Section 5101. Repeals.

(a) Absolute.--The act of June 14, 1961 (P.L.324, No.188),
known as The Library Code, is repeal ed.

(b) GCeneral.--All other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed
insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.
Section 5102. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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