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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1730 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY FI SHER, NOVAK, A. K. HUTCHI NSQON, ZORD, PARKER
ROVANELLI, TURNER, W LSON AND KERNI CK, SEPTEMBER 23, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 23, 1975
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing the Departnent of Community Affairs to adopt rul es
and regulations relating to certification of code enforcenent
officer; to enter into agreenents and contracts with
consultants, training centers and universities; to establish

a board to establish qualifications and training prograns for

certification of code enforcenment officers; and providing for

the dism ssal of code enforcenment officers who are negligent
in their duties; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Pennsylvania Certification of Code Enforcenent
Oficers Act.”

Section 2. Definitions.--The foll ow ng words and phrases
when used in this act shall have the neanings ascribed to them
in this section.

"Agency" shall mean the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

"Board" shall nean the Pennsylvania Code Enforcenent O ficers
Certification Board.

"Certified code enforcenent officers” shall mean a person
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certified under this act to engage in the practices of code
enf or cement .

"Code" shall mean the building and buil di ng-rel at ed
regul ati ons heretofore or hereafter enacted or adopt ed.

"Code enforcenent” shall nean the exam nation and approval of
pl ans and specifications, and the inspection of the manner of
construction, workmanship, and materials of construction of
bui | di ngs and structures and conponents thereof as an agent of
t he Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vania or |ocal governnment, to assure
conpliance with the applicable state and | ocal statutes.

“Municipality” shall nean any county, city, township,
bor ough, town, or incorporated town within the Conmonweal t h.

Section 3. Training Prograns.--(a) The Departnent of
Community Affairs is hereby authorized to conduct or sponsor in-
service and pre-entry training progranms on the technical, |egal
and adm ni strative aspect of building or related codes
adm ni stration and enforcenent. For this purpose it may
cooperate and contract wi th educational institutions, |ocal,
regional, State, or national building officials organizations,
and with any ot her appropriate organi zation for the purpose of
this section.

(b) The board may approve those training prograns or
portions thereof, in which State and | ocal code enforcenent
of ficers and ot her enpl oyees participate under the provisions of
this section, as neeting the requirenments for certification of
code enforcenent officers.

(c) The Department of Community Affairs may rei nburse the
partici pation expenses incurred by code enforcenent officers
whose attendance at in-service training prograns is approved by

t he Departnent of Comunity Affairs.
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(d) The Department of Comrunity Affairs, in the devel opnent
and sponsorshi p of educational and training prograns, shall:

(1) develop such progranms to enhance the educati onal
background of code enforcenent personnel;

(2) inprove the code enforcenent and inspection program of
the State and | ocal nunicipalities;

(3) inprove and professionalize the code enforcenent
pr of essi on;

(4) inprove uniform understandi ng, education,
interpretations and enforcenent of the Pennsyl vania Buil di ng
Act ;

(5) plan such courses to aid in the testing and
certification of code enforcenent officers; and

(6) nove toward a college, junior college, trade and
techni cal school and university degree programin code
enf orcenent .

Section 4. Code Enforcenent O ficers Certification Board.--
(a) There is hereby established in the Departnment of Conmunity
Affairs a Pennsyl vani a Code Enforcenent Certification Board.

(b) The nenbership of the board shall consist of one
regi stered architect, one registered professional engineer, two
code enforcenent officers, one building contractor, one el ected
or appointed | ocal governnent official and one educator. Al
menbers shall be generally famliar with construction, and with
code enforcenent practices. The Secretary of the Departnent of
Community Affairs or his designee shall also serve as a non-
voti ng nmenber of the board.

(c) The ternms of office for the nmenbership of the board
shall be four years, except that the Governor shall initially

appoi nt four nmenbers for two-year ternms and three nenbers for
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four-year ternms. The Governor shall appoint all nenbers to fil
new terns and all vacancies on the board.

(d) Any nenber of the board nay be renoved by the Governor
for cause, after being given a witten statenent of the charges
and an opportunity to be heard thereon. Vacancies shall be
filled for the unexpired termin the sane manner as appoi ntnents
are nmade.

(e) The board shall elect its own chairman and any ot her
of fi cers deened necessary for the functioning of the board. The
board shall neet at the request of the chairman or the Secretary
of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs or at the witten request
to the chairman of at |east two nmenbers. The board shall neet
not | ess than once every three nonths.

(f) In appointing the nenbership of the initial board, the
Governor shall appoint one of the code enforcenent officers to a
termof two years, and one to a termof four years. On the
conpl etion of these terns of office these seats on the board
shall be filled by the appointnent of a certified code
enforcement officer.

(g) Each nmenber shall receive necessary per diemtravel and
ot her expenses incurred in the actual performance of his duties.

Section 5. Powers of the Board.--The board is authorized and
enpower ed to:

(1) formulate, propose, adopt, promul gate, and anend al
rul es and regul ati ons as are necessary to govern the exam nation
and eval uation of applicants seeking certification as code
enforcement officers;

(2) adopt all other rules and regul ati ons necessary for the
board to carry out the duties assigned to it under this act and

ot herwi se prescribed by |aw,
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(3) develop, adm nister and score exam nations for
applicants seeking certification as code enforcenent officers;

(4) enter into a contract or agreement with other agencies,
private corporations or individuals to devel op or adm nister
score exam nati ons;

(5) establish the required exam nation perfornmance |evel,
whi ch shall be necessary for the certification of code
enf orcement officers;

(6) establish additional qualifications and criteria deened
necessary for certification which may include i ndividual
background, experience, education, training and enpl oynent;

(7) issue certificates to individuals neeting al
requi renents established by the board;

(8) establish the duration of certification and purpose,
pronmul gate, adopt and anmend rul es and regul ati ons necessary to
t he continuance of certification;

(9) propose, adopt, promul gate and anmend rul es and
regul ations for the suspension or revocation of certification as
requi red under section 8;

(10) establish various types and classes of certifications
as deened necessary by the board.

Section 6. Application of this Act.--(a) After the effective
date of this act, and the rules and regul ati ons issued pursuant
thereto, it shall be unlawful for any person not possessing a
valid certification to engage in building code enforcenent in
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a except for persons enpl oyed as
code enforcenent officers prior to the effective date of this
act, in which case such person shall be automatically certified
for a period of six nonths, provided that he is actively engaged

in building code enforcenment and has a m ni mum of two years
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1 prior experience as a code enforcenent officer.

2 (b) After the effective date of this act, and the rules and
3 regulations issued pursuant thereto, it shall be unlawful for

4 any person not possessing valid certification to use the title
5 or term"Certified Code Enforcenent Officer."

6 Section 7. |Issuance of Certification.--(a) An applicant for
7 registration shall file an application with the board and pay

8 the application and exam nation fees as may be established by

9 the board.

10 (b) The board shall ascertain by witten or oral

11 exam nation, evaluation and review or qualification, if an

12 applicant is qualified for a certification of the type for which
13 he has applied. If the applicant's exam nati on and

14 qualifications nmeet the mninmumrequirenments, the board shal

15 issue a certificate to the applicant affixed with the seal of
16 the board, showi ng that the person nanmed therein is entitled to
17 practice as a certified code enforcenent officer in the

18 Commonweal th of Pennsylvania in accordance with the provisions
19 and rules and regul ations of this act. Such certificates shall
20 bear the signatures of the chairman and the secretary of the
21 board.
22 (c) The board may deny certification to an applicant upon
23 proof of the comm ssion by the applicant of any act or om ssion
24 which would constitute grounds for disciplinary action under
25 this act.
26 (d) The board shall keep a record of the names and addresses
27 of all certified code enforcenent officers and such additi onal
28 personal date as the board may require.
29 (e) A duplicate certificate to practice as a certified code

30 enforcenment officer in place of one which has been | ost,
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destroyed or nutilated shall be issued upon paynent of the
required fee, subject to the rules and regul ations of the board.

Section 8 Discipline.--(a) The board may upon its own
notion, and shall upon the verified conplaint in witing of any
person, investigate the action of any certified inspector, and
may suspend or revoke the certification of any certified
i nspector who is found guilty of any one or nore of the acts or
om ssions constituting grounds for disciplinary action under
this act.

(b) The board shall establish such rules and regul ations
necessary to establish procedures and due process for suspension
or revocation of certification.

(c) Al proceedings for the suspension or revocation of
certification under this act shall be conducted in accordance
with the rules established by the board.

(d) A certification my be suspended or revoked if the board
determ nes that the hol der:

(1) is practicing in violation of the provisions of this
act ;

(2) has obtained the registration by fraud or
m srepresentation, or the person named in the certification has
obtained it by fraud or m srepresentation;

(3) is inpersonating a certified code enforcenment officer or
formal certified code enforcenent officer of the same or simlar
name, or is practicing under an assuned or fictitious nane;

(4) has aided or abetted in practice, as a certified code
enforcenent officer, any person not authorized to practice as a
certified code enforcenment officer under the provisions of this
act ;

(5) bhas been guilty of fraud or deceit in practice as a
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(6) has been guilty of negligence or willful m sconduct
constituting grounds for disciplinary action in practice as a
certified code enforcenent officer

(7) has been guilty of gross inconpetence; or

(8) has affixed his signature to a report of inspection or
ot her instrunent of service where no inspection has been nmade by
hi m or under his inmediate and responsi ble direction, or has
permtted his nane to be used for the purpose of assisting any
person, not a certified code enforcenent officer, to evade the
provi sions of this act.

(e) The conviction of a felony in connection with the
practice as a certified code enforcenent officer constitutes
grounds for revocation or suspension of a certificate.

Section 9. Appeals.--Al appeals to decisions, rules and
regul ations issued pursuant to this act shall be heard by the
board. The board shall promul gate rul es and regul ati ons
establ i shing an appeal procedure.

Section 10. Severability.--1f any section, sentence, clause,
phrase or word of this act is held invalid, the remai nder of
this act shall not be affected.

Section 11. Appropriations.--The General Assenbly hereby
appropri ates $100, 000 annual ly for the adm nistration, training
cost, or cost for the enforcenent of this act, unless it is

determ ned that this anmount is inadequate.
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