PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 2272 PRINTER'S NO. 3499

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1578 *%i°

INTRODUCED BY FEE, BLOOM, R. BROWN, CARROLL, CAUSER, COHEN,
CUTLER, DAVIS, DIAMOND, FARRY, GIBBONS, GINGRICH, GREINER,
GROVE, HICKERNELL, KAUFER, KILLION, MENTZER, MICCARELLI,
MILLARD, B. MILLER, PICKETT, ROZZI, SAYLOR, WARD, WATSON,
ZIMMERMAN, SANTORA, SCHLEGEL CULVER AND MACKENZIE,
SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 13, 2016
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," providing for the E-chievement
Program.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is amended by adding an

article to read:
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ARTICLE XVIT-D <--

E-CHTEVEMENT PROGRAM

SECTION 1701-D. SCOPE OF ARTICLE.

THIS ARTICLE RELATES TO THE E-CHIEVEMENT PROGRAM.

SECTION 1702-D. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
COMMONWEATLTH.
"HYBRID LEARNING." AN INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY THAT BLENDS

DIGITAL RESOURCES WITH CLASSROOM TEACHING. THE TERM SHALL NOT

INCLUDE INSTRUCTION THROUGH A DISTANCE EDUCATION PROGRAM.

"NONPUBLIC SCHOOL." A NONPROEFIT SCHOOL IN WHICH A RESIDENT

OF THIS COMMONWEALTH MAY ILEGALLY FULFILL THE COMPULSORY SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ACT AND WHICH MEETS THE

REQUIREMENTS OF TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 (PUBLIC

LAW 88-352, 78 STAT. 241). THE TERM SHALL NOT INCLUDE A PUBLIC

SCHOOL LOCATED WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

"PROGRAM." THE E-CHIEVEMENT PROGRAM ESTABLTISHED UNDER THIS
ARTICLE.
"SCHOOL ENTITY." ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(2) AN INTERMEDIATE UNIT.

(3) AN AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL.
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(4) A CHARTER SCHOOL OR REGIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL, AS

DEFINED IN SECTION 1703-A.

"STATE ASSESSMENT." ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE PENNSYLVANTIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT.

(2) THE KEYSTONE EXAMS.

(3) A TEST, EXCEPT A TEST LISTED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OR

(2), ESTABLISHED OR APPROVED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

OR GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-

B(D) (10) (IT), AND REQUIRED UNDER THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS

ACT (PUBLIC LAW 114-95, 129 STAT. 1802) OR ITS SUCCESSOR

STATUTE.

(4) A TEST REQUIRED TO ACHIEFVE OTHER STANDARDS

ESTABLTISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR A PUBLIC

SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER 22 PA. CODE § 403.3 (RELATING

TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM) .

SECTION 1703-D. E-CHIEVEMENT PROGRAM.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.--THE E-CHIEVEMENT PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED

IN THE DEPARTMENT TO AWARD GRANTS ON A COMPETITIVE BASIS TO

ELTGIBLE SCHOOL ENTITIES TO THE EXTENT THAT FUNDS ARE

APPROPRTATED FOR THTIS PURPOSE.

(B) ELIGIBTILITY.--

(1) A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR A

PLANNING GRANT OR TIMPLEMENTATION GRANT UNDER THE PROGRAM.

MORE THAN ONE SCHOOL ENTITY MAY SUBMIT A JOINT APPLICATION.

(2) A NONPUBLIC SCHOOL MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE GRANT

PROCESS THROUGH A PARTNERSHIP WITH A SCHOOL ENTITY FOR THE

PLANNING OR IMPLEMENTATION OF HYBRID LEARNING.

(3) THE DEPARTMENT SHATT ESTABLISH CRITERTA TO DETERMINE

WHETHER A SCHOOL ENTITY TS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE A GRANT UNDER

THIS ARTICLE AND SHALL GIVE PRTIORITY TO SCHOOL ENTITIES THAT

20150HB1578PN3499 -9 -
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SUBMIT A JOINT APPLICATION.

(C) APPLICATIONS.--A SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL SUBMIT AN

APPLICATION, IN A FORM DEEMED ACCEPTABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT, TO

THE DEPARTMENT IN ORDER TO BE AWARDED A PLANNING GRANT OR

IMPLEMENTATION GRANT FROM THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS ARTICLE. THE

GRANT APPLICATION MUST DESCRIBE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE

APPLICANT WILL USE HYBRID LEARNING TO IMPROVE STUDENT

ACHIEVEMENT.

(D) GRANT AGREEMENT.--AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL ENTITY THAT TS

AWARDED A PLANNING GRANT OR IMPLEMENTATION GRANT UNDER THIS

ARTICLE SHALL EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE DEPARTMENT THAT

PROVIDES FOR THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE SCHOOL ENTITY WILT PROVIDE A CASH OR TIN-KIND

LOCAL MATCH OF MONEY IN SUPPORT OF HYBRID LEARNING WITHIN THE

SCHOOL ENTITY OF AT LEAST 25% OF THE TOTAL PROJECT COST.

(2) THE SCHOOL ENTITY WILL WORK COLLABORATIVELY TO SHARE

LESSONS AND BEST PRACTICES WITH OTHER SCHOOL ENTITIES.

(3) THE SCHOOL ENTITY WILL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT AND

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AS REQUESTED, HYBRID LEARNING OUTCOMES,

WHICH SHATLTL INCLUDE THE FOLTLOWING:

(1) STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND ACADEMIC GROWTH ON STATE

AND LOCAL ASSESSMENTS.

(IT) SCHOOQOL DISCIPLINE REPORTS.

(ITT) SURVEY RESPONSES REGARDING THE IMPACT OF

HYBRTID LEARNING ON STUDENT ENGAGEMENT, TECHNOLOGY SKILLS

ACQUISITION AND COMPETENCY, TEACHER EFFECTIVENESS AND

SCHOOL PRODUCTIVITY.

(E) USE OF GRANTS.--

(1) A GRANT ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS ARTICLE

SHALL BE USED FOR COMPONENTS OF HYBRID LEARNING, INCLUDING,

20150HB1578PN3499 - 10 -
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BUT NOT LIMITED TO, DIGITAL INSTRUCTIONAL CONTENT, CLASSROOM

MANAGEMENT TOOLS, OPERATIONS SUPPORT, TECHNOLOGY AND

EQUIPMENT, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, INSTRUCTIONAL COACHING,

CONSULTING SERVICES AND PLANNING ASSISTANCE.

(2) A GRANT ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS ARTICLE

MAY NOT BE USED FOR:

(I) STAFF COMPENSATION, EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT

NECESSARY FOR SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS OR THE COST OF

PROFESSTONAL DEVETLOPMENT ACTIVITIES RELATED TO HYBRID

LEARNING AS DEFINED IN THE APPLICATION.

(IT) THE PURCHASE OF COMPUTER HARDWARE AND

TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, EXCEPT THAT A SCHOOL ENTITY AWARDED

AN IMPLEMENTATION GRANT MAY USE UP TO 25% OF THE GRANT

AWARD FOR THE PURCHASE OF COMPUTER HARDWARE AND

TECHNOLOGY FEQUIPMENT.

SECTION 1704-D. PLANNING GRANTS.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--A PLANNING GRANT FROM THE PROGRAM MAY BE

ISSUED TO ELIGIBLE SCHOOL ENTITIES THAT ARE INTERESTED IN HYBRID

LEARNING, BUT DO NOT HAVE COMPREHENSIVE PLANS TO DELIVER HYBRID

LEARNING.

(B) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT.--A PLANNING GRANT UNDER THIS

ARTICLE MAY NOT EXCEED $50,000 FOR A SCHOOL ENTITY OR $50,000

FOR EACH SCHOOL ENTITY THAT SUBMITS A JOINT APPLICATION. A

SCHOOL ENTITY MAY NOT RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE PLANNING GRANT

WITHIN A FIVE-YEAR PERTIOD.

(C) FOR FACH NEW AWARD YFEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHATIT ANNUALLY

ADJUST THE AWARD AMOUNTS UNDER SUBSECTION (B) TO REFLECT ANY

UPWARD CHANGES TN THE CONSUMER PRTICE INDEX FOR ALL URBAN

CONSUMERS FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA, NEW JERSEY, DELAWARE AND

MARYTLAND ARFA.
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1 (D)  REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR APPLICATION.--A SCHOOL ENTITY

2 THAT APPLIES FOR A PLANNING GRANT SHALIL SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING

3 INFORMATION IN THE GRANT APPLICATION:

4 (1) A STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE

5 STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INCREASE

6 STUDENT ENGAGEMENT THROUGH THE FOLLOWING:

7 (I) DELIVERY OF LESSONS IN SMALL GROUPS.

8 (IT) USE OF DATA TO DIFFERENTIATE INSTRUCTION.

9 (ITT) ENCOURAGEMENT OF INDIVIDUALLY PACED LEARNING.
10 (IV) APPLICATION OF MULTIPLE EDUCATIONAL

11 METHODOLOGIES.
12 (2) AN OVERVIEW OF THE PLANNING PROCESS.
13 (3) THE PROPOSED PLANNING BUDGET, INCLUDING THE LOCAL
14 MATCH.
15 (4) A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT THAT
16 WILL OCCUR DURING THE PLANNING PERIOD.
17 (5) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL ENTITY WILL BE ABLE
18 TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE HYBRID LEARNING WITHOUT FUNDING FROM
19 THE COMMONWEALTH.

20 SECTION 1705-D. IMPLEMENTATTION GRANTS.

21 (A) GENERATL RULE.--AN TIMPLEMENTATION GRANT FROM THE PROGRAM

22 MAY BE ISSUED TO ELIGIBLE SCHOOL ENTITIES THAT AT THE TIME OF

23 APPLICATION:

24 (1) HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR HYBRID LEARNING

25 DESTIGNS AND ARE READY TO IMPLEMENT HYBRID LEARNING WITHIN THE
26 SCHOOL YEAR IN WHICH THE SCHOOL ENTITY RECEIVES THE

27 IMPLEMENTATION GRANT; OR

28 (2) DELIVER HYBRID LEARNING AND INTEND TO EXPAND HYBRID
29 LEARNING.

30 (B) TLIMITATION ON AMOUNT.--AN TIMPLEMENTATION GRANT UNDER

20150HB1578PN3499 - 12 -
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THIS ARTICLE MAY NOT EXCEED $250,000 ANNUALLY FOR A SCHOOL

ENTITY OR $250,000 ANNUALLY FOR EACH SCHOOL ENTITY THAT SUBMITS

A JOINT APPLICATION. A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY NOT RECEIVE MORE THAN

ONE TMPLEMENTATION GRANT PER YEAR AND MAY NOT RECETVE MORE THAN

A TOTAL OF THREE TMPLEMENTATION GRANTS WITHIN A FIVE-YEAR

PERTIOD. A SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL SUBMIT A NEW GRANT APPLTICATION, AS

REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 1703-D (C), IN ORDER TO RENEW AN

IMPLEMENTATTION GRANT.

(C) FOR EACH NEW AWARD YEFEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY

ADJUST THE AWARD AMOUNTS UNDER SUBSECTION (B) TO REFLECT ANY

UPWARD CHANGES IN THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR ALL URBAN

CONSUMERS FOR THE PENNSYLVANTIA, NEW JERSEY, DELAWARE AND

MARYTLAND ARFA.

(D)  REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR APPLTICATION.--A SCHOOL ENTITY

THAT APPTLTES FOR AN TMPLEMENTATION GRANT SHATLT SUBMIT THE

FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN THE GRANT APPLICATION:

(1) A STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE

STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INCREASE

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT THROUGH THE FOLLOWING:

(1) DELTIVERY OF LESSONS IN SMALL GROUPS.

(I7) USE OF DATA TO DIFFERENTTATE INSTRUCTION.

(ITT) ENCOURAGEMENT OF INDIVIDUALLY PACED LEARNING.

(IV) APPLICATION OF MULTIPLE EDUCATIONAL

METHODOLOGIES.

(2) A DETAILED HYBRID LEARNING DESIGN.

(3) AN OVERVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OR EXPANSION PLAN

FOR HYBRID LEARNING.

(4) THE PROPOSED HYBRTID LEARNING BUDGET, INCLUDING THE

LOCAL MATCH.

(5) A SUMMARY OF THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

20150HB1578PN3499 - 13 -
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THAT WILL OCCUR DURING THE IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD.

(6) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL ENTITY WILIL DEFINE

SUCCESS, MONITOR PROGRESS AND MAKE PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS.

(7) WHERE APPLICABILE, A PROPOSAL FOR EXPANDING HYBRID

LEARNING, WHICH SHATT INCLUDE A PLAN FOR EACH STAGE OF THE

EXPANSION.

(8) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL ENTITY WILL BE ABLE

TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE HYBRID LEARNING WITHOUT FUNDING EROM

THE COMMONWEALTH.

SECTION 1706=D. REQUIREMENTS FOR HYBRID LEARNING.

THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) SCHOOL ENTITIES OFFERING HYBRID LEARNING SHALL

DEVELOP POLTICIES RETLATED TO THE FOLLOWING AND POST SUCH

POLICIES ON THE SCHOOL ENTITY'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET

WEBSITE:

(I) GRADING RUBRICS.

(IT) COURSE CREDIT.

(ITT) STUDENT PROMOTION AND GRADUATION.

(IV) FELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT

PARTICIPATTION IN HYBRTID LEARNING.

(2) A SCHOOL ENTITY OFFERING HYBRID LEARNING SHALL

ENSURE THAT EACH STUDENT ENROLLED IN THE SCHOOL ENTITY AND

PARTICIPATING IN HYBRID LEARNING IS OFFERED AT TLEAST THE

MINIMUM HOURS OF INSTRUCTION REQUIRED UNDER 22 PA. CODE §

11.3 (RELATING TO MINIMUM REQUIRED HOURS) .

SECTION 1707-D. ANNUAL REPORT.

BY NOVEMBER 30, 2017, AND BY NOVEMBER 30 OF EACH YEAR

THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT SHATT PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN

ELECTRONIC REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

OF THE SENATE, THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE, THE

20150HB1578PN3499 - 14 -
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APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE

EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING

THE EFFECTIVENESS AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM. THE REPORT

SHALL, AT A MINIMUM, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(1) WHETHER THE PROGRAM IS MEETING THE GOAL OF

ENCOURAGING INDIVIDUALLY PACED LEARNING TO INCREASE STUDENT

ENGAGEMENT AND IMPROVE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE.

(2) THE PROGRAM MEASURES DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO

MEASURE OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING STUDENT ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE .

(3) INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL ENTITY RESULTS FROM PARTICIPATION

IN THE PROGRAM CONSTISTENT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 (PUBLIC IAW

90-247, 20 U.S.C. § 1232G) OR A SUCCESSOR STATUTE.

(4) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE

ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM.

SECTION 1708-D. COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.

NOTHING CONTAINED IN THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO

SUPERSEDE OR PREEMPT THE RIGHTS, REMEDIES AND PROCEDURES

AFFORDED TO SCHOOL EMPLOYEES OR TABOR ORGANTIZATIONS UNDER

FEDERAL OR STATE IAW, INCLUDING THE ACT OF JULY 23, 1970

(P.1,.563, NO.195), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC EMPLOYE RELATIONS ACT, OR

ANY PROVISION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED

BETWEEN A SCHOOL ENTITY AND AN EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE

EMPLOYEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT ACT.

SECTION 1709-D. GRANT AWARDS RECEIVED BY SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, A GRANT AWARD

RECETVED BY A SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER THTS ARTICLE SHALL NOT BE

INCLUDED IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S BUDGETED TOTAL EXPENDITURE PER

AVERAGE DATLY MEMBERSHIP USED TO CALCULATE THE AMOUNT TO BE PATD
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TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OR TO A REGIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL UNDER

SECTION 1725-A(A) (2) AND (3).

SECTION 1710-D. DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDING.

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT NOT IESS THAN 15% OF MONEY

APPROPRTIATED OR MADE AVATITLABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR GRANTS

UNDER THIS ARTICLE ARE ALLOCATED TO SCHOOL ENTITIES THAT RANK IN

THE LOWEST 5% OF SCHOOL ENTITIES BASED ON COMBINED MATHEMATICS

AND READING SCORES FROM ANNUAL STATE ASSESSMENTS ADMINISTERED TN

THE PREVIOUS SCHOOL YEAR AND, TO THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE,

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT ALL MONEY APPROPRIATED OR MADE

AVATLABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR GRANTS UNDER THIS ARTICLE IS

DISTRIBUTED GEOGRAPHTCALLY THROUGHOUT THTS COMMONWEALTH.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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