PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1838 PRINTER'S NO. 2436

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1564 %"

INTRODUCED BY CERRATO, HANBIDGE, SCHLOSSBERG, T. DAVIS, SIEGEL,
MADDEN, HOWARD, SANCHEZ, GUENST, CEPEDA-FREYTIZ, NEILSON,
GREEN, OTTEN, SHUSTERMAN, BRENNAN, DALEY, TAKAC, O'MARA AND
MAYES, JULY 11, 2023

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
DECEMBER 12, 2023

O J oy U b WD

practiece—

AMENDING THE ACT OF JULY 9, 1987 (P.L.220, NO.39), ENTITLED "AN <-=--
ACT LICENSING AND REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF SOCIAL WORK;
PROVIDING PENALTIES; AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION," FURTHER
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS, FOR LICENSE REQUIRED, FOR STATE
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS AND
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS, FOR POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF BOARD,
FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE, FOR PROCEDURES FOR LICENSING,
FOR RECIPROCITY, FOR ENDORSEMENT OF OUT-OF-STATE LICENSES AND
FOR REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE; PROVIDING FOR RESTRICTIONS ON
USE OF TITLE "LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPIST" AND FOR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF TITLE "LICENSED
ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR"; FURTHER PROVIDING FOR
LTICENSE RENEWAL AND RECORDS AND FEES AND FOR UNLAWFUL
PRACTICE; AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECT OF ASSOCIATE LICENSURE.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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NO.39), KNOWN AS THE SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPISTS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS ACT, IS AMENDED BY ADDING
DEFINITIONS TO READ:
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

*x Kx  *%

"LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST." AN

INDIVIDUAL LICENSED AS AN ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

THERAPIST UNDER THIS ACT WHO IS OBTAINING SUPERVISED CLINICAL

EXPERIENCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF BECOMING A LICENSED MARRTIAGE AND

FAMILY THERAPIST.

"LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR." AN INDIVIDUAL

LICENSED AS AN ASSOCIATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELOR UNDER THIS ACT

WHO IS OBTAINING SUPERVISED CLINICAL EXPERIENCE FOR THE PURPOSE

OF BECOMING A LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR.

*x Kx  %

"PRACTICE OF ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY." THE

PROFESSTONAL APPLTICATION OF PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC AND FAMILY SYSTEM

THEORTIES AND TECHNIQUES TO THE EVATLUATTION, ASSESSMENT, DIAGNOSTIS

AND TREATMENT OF MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL DISORDERS, WHETHER

COGNITIVE, AFFECTIVE OR BEHAVTIORATL, WHTITLE UNDER THE SUPERVISTON

OF A LICENSED SUPERVISOR ACCEPTABLE TO THE BOARD IN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE BOARD'S REGULATIONS. THE TERM INCLUDES THE EVALUATION

AND ASSESSMENT OF MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL DISORDERS IN THE CONTEXT

OF SIGNIFICANT INTERPERSONAL RELATTIONSHIPS AND THE DELIVERY OF

PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC SERVICES TO INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES, FAMILTIES AND

GROUPS FOR THE PURPOSE OF TREATING THE DISORDERS.

"PRACTICE OF ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING." INCLUDES,

20230HB1564PN2436 - 10 -
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TO THE EXTENT COMPATIBLE WITH A PRACTITIONER'S EDUCATION AND

PROFESSTONAL COMPETENCE WHILE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A

LICENSED SUPERVISOR ACCEPTABLE TO THE BOARD IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE BOARD'S REGULATIONS, ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE APPLTICATION OF PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF

COUNSELING, MENTAT, HEATLTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT TO EVALUATE

AND FACILITATE HUMAN GROWTH AND ADJUSTMENT THROUGHOUT THE

LIFE SPAN AND TO PREVENT AND TREAT MENTAL, EMOTIONAL OR

BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS AND ASSOCIATED STRESSES WHICH INTERFERE

WITH MENTAL HEALTH AND NORMAL HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT.

(2) THE EVALUATION, ASSESSMENT, DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

OF NORMATL AND ABNORMATL MENTATL, EMOTIONAL, SOCTAT,

EDUCATIONAL, VOCATIONAL, FAMILY AND BEHAVIORAL FUNCTIONING

THROUGHOUT THE LIFE SPAN; INDIVIDUAL, GROUP, FAMILY

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY; CRISTIS INTERVENTION, CAREER

COUNSELING AND EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL COUNSELING;

FUNCTIONAL ASSESSMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES; AND

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING.

(3) PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS' UTILIZATION OF VERBAL AND

NONVERBATL APPROACHES AND SPECIALIZATION IN THE USE OF ARTS-

BASED THERAPEUTIC APPROACHES, SUCH AS ART, DANCE, MUSIC OR

DRAMA, TO ACCOMPLISH TREATMENT OBJECTIVES.

*x Kk %

SECTION 2. SECTIONS 4, 5(L) AND 6(2) AND (3) OF THE ACT ARE
AMENDED TO READ:
SECTION 4. LICENSE REQUIRED.

IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO HOLD [HIMSELF OR
HERSELF] ONESELE FORTH AS A LICENSED BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER,
LICENSED SOCIAL WORKER, LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER,

LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRTAGE AND FAMITY THERAPIST, LICENSED

20230HB1564PN2436 - 11 -
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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST, LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL

COUNSELOR OR LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR UNLESS HE OR SHE
SHALL FIRST HAVE OBTAINED A LICENSE PURSUANT TO THIS ACT.
SECTION 5. STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

THERAPISTS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS.

(L) OPERATING PROCEDURES.--THE BOARD SHALL MEET WITHIN 30
DAYS AFTER THE APPOINTMENT OF ITS NEW MEMBERS AND SET UP
OPERATING PROCEDURES AND DEVELOP APPLICATION FORMS FOR LICENSING

CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS, ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

THERAPISTS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS, ASSOCIATE

PROFESSTONAL COUNSELORS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS. IT SHALL BE

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BOARD TO CIRCULATE THESE FORMS AND
EDUCATE THE PUBLIC TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF LICENSING IN ORDER TO
HOLD ONESELF OUT AS A LICENSED BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER, LICENSED

SOCIAL WORKER, LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST,

LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER, LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

THERAPIST, LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR LICENSED

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.
SECTION 6. POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF BOARD.
THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING POWERS:
* Kk %
(2) TO ADOPT AND, FROM TIME TO TIME, REVISE SUCH RULES
AND REGULATIONS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CARRY INTO EFFECT THE
PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT. SUCH REGULATIONS MAY INCLUDE, BUT
SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
AND CONDUCT FOR LICENSED BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKERS, LICENSED
SOCIAL WORKERS, LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS, LICENSED

ASSOCTIATE MARRTAGE AND FAMITY THERAPISTS, LICENSED MARRIAGE

AND FAMILY THERAPISTS, LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL

20230HB1564PN2436 - 12 -
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COUNSELORS AND LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS IN

PENNSYLVANIA.
(3) TO EXAMINE FOR, DENY, APPROVE, ISSUE, REVOKE,
SUSPEND OR RENEW LICENSES OF BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKERS, SOCIAL

WORKERS, CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS, ASSOCIATE MARRTAGE AND

FAMTITY THERAPISTS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS, ASSOCIATE

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS PURSUANT

TO THIS ACT AND TO CONDUCT HEARINGS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.
* * %

SECTION 3. SECTION 7(A) (1), (D) (1), (E) (1), (F) (1) AND (G)
(1) OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED AND THE SECTION IS AMENDED BY ADDING
SUBSECTIONS TO READ:

SECTION 7. QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE.

(A) SOCIAL WORK LICENSE.--AN APPLICANT SHALL BE QUALIFIED
FOR A LICENSE TO HOLD ONESELF OUT AS A LICENSED SOCIAL WORKER,
PROVIDED HE OR SHE SUBMITS PROOF SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD THAT:

(1) HE OR SHE IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN ASSESSING

THE MORAT, CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL

CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113 (RELATING TO

CONSIDERATION OF CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS) .

*x Kk %

(D) CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK LICENSE.--AN APPLICANT SHALL BE
QUALIFIED FOR A LICENSE TO HOLD ONESELFE OUT AS A LICENSED
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER IF THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF
SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD THAT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL

CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113.

20230HB1564PN2436 - 13 -



2 (E) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST LICENSE.--AN APPLICANT
3 SHALL BE QUALIFIED TO HOLD ONESELF OUT AS A LICENSED MARRIAGE
4 AND FAMILY THERAPIST IF THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF SATISFACTORY

5 TO THE BOARD THAT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

6 (1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN
7 ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL
8 CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED
9 ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113.
10 * Kk x
11 (E.1) ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPTST LICENSE.--
12 (1) AN APPLICANT SHALL BE QUALTIFIED FOR A LICENSE TO
13 HOLD ONESELE OUT AS A LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
14 THERAPTIST TF THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF SATISFACTORY TO THE
15 BOARD THAT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY:
16 (I) THE APPLICANT IS AT LEAST 21 YEARS OF AGE.
17 (IT) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN
18 ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A
19 CRIMINAT, CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN
20 INDIVIDUALIZED ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. §
21 3113.
22 (ITT) THE APPLTICANT HAS SATISFIED THE EDUCATIONAL
23 REQUIREMENTS UNDER SUBSECTION (E) (2) (T), (IT) OR (ITT).
24 (IV) THE APPLICANT HAS SUBMITTED A SUPERVISION PLAN,
25 INCLUDING A DETATILED JOB DESCRIPTION AND EACH LOCATION
26 WHERE CLIENT CONTACT AND SUPERVISTION WILL OCCUR.
27 (V) THE APPLICANT HAS SUBMITTED THE RESUME OR
28 CURRICULUM VITAE FOR EACH LICENSEE WHO PROVIDES
29 SUPERVISION ACCEPTABLE TO THE BOARD. A SUPERVISOR SHALL
30 HOLD A CURRENT AND ACTIVE LICENSE TO PRACTICE MARRIAGE

20230HB1564PN2436 - 14 -



1 AND FAMITY THERAPY OR TO PRACTICE IN A RELATED FIELD AS

2 APPROVED BY THE BOARD AND SHALL HAVE NO LESS THAN FIVE
3 FULL-TIME YEARS OF EXPERIENCE OR THE EQUIVALENT IN THE
4 PRIOR TEN YEARS AS SPECIFTIED BY THE BOARD'S REGULATTIONS.
5 (VI) THE APPLICANT HAS SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION
6 ACCOMPANIED BY THE APPLICATION FEE.
7 (VITI) THE APPLICANT HAS NOT BEEN CONVICTED OF A
8 FELONY UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND
9 COSMETIC ACT, OR OF AN OFFENSE UNDER THE LAWS OF ANOTHER
10 JURISDICTION, WHICH, TF COMMITTED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH,
11 WOULD BE A FELONY UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG,
12 DEVICE AND COSMETIC ACT, UNLESS:
13 (A) AT TLEAST TEN YEARS HAVE ETLAPSED FROM THE
14 DATE OF CONVICTION;
15 (B) THE APPLICANT SATISFACTORILY DEMONSTRATES TO
16 THE BOARD THAT THE APPLICANT HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT
17 PROGRESS IN PERSONAL REHABILITATION SINCE THE
18 CONVICTION, SUCH THAT LICENSURE OF THE APPLICANT
19 SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO CREATE A SUBSTANTIAL RISK
20 OF HARM TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE APPLTICANT'S
21 CLIENTS OR THE PUBLIC OR A SUBSTANTIAL RISK OF
22 FURTHER CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS; AND
23 (C) THE APPLICANT OTHERWISE SATISFIES THE
24 QUALTIFICATIONS CONTAINED IN OR AUTHORIZED BY THIS
25 ACT. AS USED IN THIS PARAGRAPH, THE TERM "CONVICTED"
26 SHATLL INCLUDE A JUDGMENT, AN ADMISSION OF GUILT OR A
27 PLEA OF NOLO CONTENDERE.
28 (2) RENEWAL OF AN ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
29 THERAPTIST LICENSE SHALL BE ON A BIENNIAL BASIS, AND THE
30 LICENSE SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR NO MORE THAN THREE RENEWALS.

20230HB1564PN2436 - 15 -
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(E.2) LIMITATIONS ON ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

THERAPIST LICENSE.--A LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

THERAPTIST SHALL WORK UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED

MARRTAGE AND FAMTILY THERAPTIST OR A RELATED LICENSED PROFESSTONAL

AS APPROVED BY THE BOARD WHO DIRECTS THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST. A LICENSED

ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST SHALL NOT PRACTICE IN A

PRIVATE SETTING WITHOUT THE DIRECTION OF A SUPERVISOR. NOTHING

IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHIBIT A LICENSED

ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST FROM TAKING THE REQUIRED

EXAMINATION UNDER SUBSECTION (FE) (4) DURING THE TIME BETWEEN

GRADUATION AND COMPLETING THE REQUIRED CLINICAL SUPERVISED HOURS

UNDER SUBSECTION (E) (3) TO MEET THE LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR A

MARRTAGE AND FAMTITY THERAPTST.

(F) PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS LICENSE.--AN APPLICANT IS
QUALIFIED FOR A LICENSE TO HOLD ONESELF OUT AS A LICENSED
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR IF THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF
SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD THAT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

ASSESSING THE MORATL CHARACTER OF AN APPLTCANT WITH A CRIMINAL

CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALIL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALTIZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113.

*x k*  %

(F.1) ASSOCIATE PROFESSTIONAL COUNSELOR LICENSE.--

(1) AN APPLICANT IS QUALTFIED FOR A LICENSE TO HOLD

ONESELE OUT AS A LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR IF

THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD THAT

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) THE APPLICANT IS AT IEAST 21 YEARS OF AGE.

(IT) THE APPLICANT TS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

20230HB1564PN2436 - 16 -
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ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A

CRIMINATL, CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN

INDIVIDUALIZED ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. §

3113.

(ITT) THE APPTLTCANT HAS SATISFIED THE EDUCATIONAL

REQUIREMENTS UNDER SUBSECTION (F) (2) (IT), (IT) OR (ITT).

(IV) THE APPLICANT HAS SUBMITTED A PLAN OF

SUPERVISION, INCLUDING A DETAILED JOB DESCRIPTION AND

EACH LOCATION WHERE CLIENT CONTACT AND SUPERVISION WILL

OCCUR.

(V) THE APPLICANT HAS SUBMITTED THE RESUME OR

CURRICULUM VITAE FOR FACH LICENSEE WHO PROVIDES

SUPERVISTON ACCEPTABLE TO THE BOARD. A SUPERVISOR SHALL

HOLD A CURRENT AND ACTIVE LICENSE TO PRACTICE

PROFESSTONAL COUNSELING OR TO PRACTICE IN A RELATED FIELD

AS APPROVED BY THE BOARD AND SHALIL HAVE NO LESS THAN FIVE

FULL-TIME YEARS OF EXPERIENCE OR THE EQUIVALENT IN THE

PRIOR TEN YEARS AS SPECIFTED BY THE BOARD'S REGULATTIONS.

(VI) THE APPLTCATION HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY THE

APPTLICATION FEFE.

(VIT) THE APPLTICANT HAS NOT BEEN CONVICTED OF A

FELONY UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND

COSMETIC ACT OR OF AN OFFENSE UNDER THE LAWS OF ANOTHER

JURISDICTION WHICH TF COMMITTED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH

WOULD BE A FELONY UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG,

DEVICE AND COSMETIC ACT, UNLESS:

(A) AT TEAST TEN YEARS HAVE ELAPSED FROM THE

DATE OF CONVICTTION;

(B) THE APPTITCANT SATISFACTORILY DEMONSTRATES TO

THE BOARD THAT THE APPLICANT HAS MADE STIGNIFTICANT

20230HB1564PN2436 - 17 -
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PROGRESS IN PERSONAL REHABILITATION SINCE THE

CONVICTION SUCH THAT LICENSURE OF THE APPLICANT

SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO CREATE A SUBSTANTIAL RISK

OF HARM TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF CLTIENTS OR THE

PUBLIC OR A SUBSTANTIAT RTISK OF FURTHER CRIMINAL

VIOLATIONS; AND

(C) THE APPLICANT OTHERWISE SATISFIES THE

QUALIFICATIONS CONTAINED IN OR AUTHORIZED BY THIS

ACT. AS USED IN THIS PARAGRAPH, THE TERM "CONVICTED"

INCLUDES A JUDGMENT, AN ADMISSION OF GUILT OR A PLEA

OF NOLO CONTENDERE.

(2) RENEWAL OF AN ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR

LICENSE SHATLL BE ON A BTENNIAL BASTS, AND THE LICENSE SHALL

BE ELIGIBLE FOR NO MORE THAN THREE RENEWALS.

(F.2) LIMITATIONS ON ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR

LICENSE.--A LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELOR SHALL WORK

UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR A

RELATED LICENSED PROFESSTIONAL APPROVED BY THE BOARD WHO DIRECTS

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELOR.

A LICENSED ASSOCTIATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELOR SHATL NOT PRACTICE

IN A PRIVATE SETTING WITHOUT THE DIRECTION OF A

SUPERVISOR. NOTHING IN THIS SUBSECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO

PROHIBIT A LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR FROM TAKING

THE REQUIRED EXAM UNDER SUBSECTION (F') (4) DURING THE TIME

BETWEEN GRADUATION AND COMPLETING THE REQUIRED SUPERVISED HOURS

UNDER SUBSECTION (F) (3) TO MEET THE LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR A

LICENSED PROFESSTIONAL COUNSELOR.

(G) BACHELOR SOCIAL WORK LICENSE.--AN APPLICANT SHALL BE
QUALIFIED FOR A LICENSE TO HOLD ONESELF OUT AS A LICENSED

BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER IF THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF

20230HB1564PN2436 - 18 -
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SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD THAT:
(1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL

CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALIL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALTZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113.

* Kk %

SECTION 4. SECTIONS 8(B), 10(A), 10.1(A) (1), (B) (1) AND (C)
(1) AND 12 OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 8. PROCEDURES FOR LICENSING.

* x %

(B) ISSUANCE OF LICENSE.--THE BOARD SHALL ISSUE TO EACH
PERSON WHO MEETS THE LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ACT A
CERTIFICATE SETTING FORTH THAT SUCH PERSON IS LICENSED TO HOLD
[HIMSELEF OR HERSELF] ONESELE OUT AS A LICENSED BACHELOR SOCIAL
WORKER, A LICENSED SOCIAL WORKER, A LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL

WORKER, A LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILTY THERAPIST, A

LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST, A LICENSED ASSOCIATE

PROFESSTIONAL COUNSELOR OR A LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR.

SECTION 10. RECIPROCITY.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO GRANT A
RECIPROCAL LICENSE TO AN APPLICANT WHO IS LICENSED OR CERTIFIED
AS A BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER, SOCIAL WORKER, CLINICAL SOCIAL

WORKER, ASSOCIATE MARRTAGE AND FAMILY THERAPTIST, MARRIAGE AND

FAMILY THERAPIST, ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR IN ANOTHER STATE AND HAS DEMONSTRATED
QUALTIFICATIONS WHICH EQUAL OR EXCEED THOSE REQUIRED PURSUANT TO
THIS ACT IN THE DETERMINATION OF THE BOARD, PROVIDED THAT NO
LICENSE SHALL BE GRANTED UNDER THIS SECTION TO AN APPLICANT
UNLESS THE STATE IN WHICH THE APPLICANT IS LICENSED AFFORDS

RECIPROCAL TREATMENT TO PERSONS WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF THIS
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COMMONWEALTH AND WHO ARE LICENSED PURSUANT TO THIS ACT.

* k%

SECTION 10.1. ENDORSEMENT OF OUT-OF-STATE LICENSES.

(A) CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK LICENSE.--THE BOARD MAY ISSUE A
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK LICENSE WITHOUT EXAMINATION TO AN APPLICANT
HOLDING A CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK LICENSE IN ANOTHER STATE WHO
SUBMITS PROOF SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD OF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL

CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113 (RELATING TO

CONSTDERATION OF CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS) .

* Kk %

(B) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST LICENSE.--THE BOARD MAY
ISSUE A MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST LICENSE WITHOUT
EXAMINATION TO AN APPLICANT HOLDING A MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPIST LICENSE IN ANOTHER STATE WHO SUBMITS PROOF
SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD OF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

ASSESSING THE MORATL CHARACTER OF AN APPLTCANT WITH A CRIMINAL

CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALIL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALTIZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113.

*x k*  %

(C) PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR LICENSE.--THE BOARD MAY ISSUE A
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR LICENSE WITHOUT EXAMINATION TO AN
APPLICANT HOLDING A PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR LICENSE IN ANOTHER
STATE WHO SUBMITS PROOF SATISFACTORY TO THE BOARD OF ALL OF THE
FOLLOWING:

(1) THE APPLICANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. IN

ASSESSING THE MORAL CHARACTER OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL
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CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED

ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63 PA.C.S. § 3113.

*x Kk %

SECTION 12. REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE.

UNLESS ORDERED TO DO SO BY COMMONWEALTH COURT OR AN APPEAL
THEREFROM, THE BOARD SHALL NOT REINSTATE THE LICENSE OF A PERSON
TO PRACTICE AS A BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER, SOCIAL WORKER, CLINICAL

SOCIAL WORKER, ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST, MARRIAGE

AND FAMILY THERAPIST, ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR PURSUANT TO THIS ACT, WHICH HAS BEEN
REVOKED. ANY PERSON WHOSE LICENSE HAS BEEN REVOKED MAY APPLY FOR
REINSTATEMENT, AFTER A PERIOD OF AT LEAST FIVE YEARS, BUT MUST
MEET ALL OF THE LICENSING QUALIFICATIONS OF THIS ACT, INCLUDING
THE EXAMINATION REQUIREMENT, IF HE OR SHE DESIRES TO PRACTICE AS
A BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER, SOCIAL WORKER, CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER,
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST OR PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR PURSUANT
TO THIS ACT AT ANY TIME AFTER SUCH REVOCATION.

SECTION 5. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

SECTION 16.5. RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF TITLE "LICENSED ASSOCIATE

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST."

ONLY INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE RECEIVED LICENSES AS LICENSED

ASSOCTATE MARRTAGE AND FAMTITY THERAPISTS UNDER THTIS ACT MAY

STYLE THEMSEILVES AS LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRTAGE AND FAMTLY

THERAPISTS AND USE THE LETTERS "L.A.M.F.T." TN CONNECTION WITH

THETR NAMES, AND TT SHATLT BE UNLAWEFUL FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO STYLE

ONESELEF AS A LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST OR

USE ANY WORDS OR SYMBOLS INDICATING OR TENDING TO INDICATE THAT

THE INDIVIDUAL IS A LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRTAGE AND FAMTLY

THERAPIST WITHOUT HOLDING A LICENSE IN GOOD STANDING UNDER

THTS ACT.
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SECTION 16.6. RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF TITLE "LICENSED

ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR."

ONLY INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE RECEIVED LICENSES AS LICENSED

ASSOCTATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELORS UNDER THIS ACT MAY STYLE

THEMSELVES AS LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELORS AND USE

THE LETTERS "L.A.P.C." IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR NAMES, AND IT

SHALL BE UNLAWEFUL FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO STYLE ONESELE AS A

LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR USE ANY WORDS OR

SYMBOLS INDICATING OR TENDING TO INDICATE THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IS

A LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR WITHOUT HOLDING A

LICENSE IN GOOD STANDING UNDER THIS ACT.

SECTION 6. SECTIONS 18(B) AND 20(A) OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED
TO READ:
SECTION 18. LICENSE RENEWAL; RECORDS AND FEES.

*x kX %

(B) RECORDS.--A RECORD OF ALL PERSONS LICENSED TO PRACTICE
AS BACHELOR SOCIAL WORKERS, SOCIAL WORKERS, CLINICAL SOCIAL

WORKERS, ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS, MARRIAGE AND

FAMILY THERAPISTS, ASSOCIATE PROFESSTONAL COUNSELORS AND

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS IN PENNSYLVANIA SHALL BE KEPT IN THE
OFFICE OF THE BOARD AND AND COPYING UPON PAYMENT OF A NOMINAL
FEE FOR COPYING THE RECORD.

* k%

SECTION 20. UNLAWFUL PRACTICE.

(A) UNLAWFUL PRACTICE PROHIBITED.--IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR
ANY PERSON TO ENGAGE IN THE INDEPENDENT PRACTICE OF CLINICAL
SOCIAL WORK, THE INDEPENDENT PRACTICE OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY OR THE INDEPENDENT PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING
OR HOLD [HIMSELF OR HERSELF] ONESELE OUT AS A LICENSED BACHELOR

SOCIAL WORKER, LICENSED SOCIAL WORKER, LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL
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WORKER, LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST, LICENSED ASSOCIATE PROFESSTONAL

COUNSELOR AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR WITHOUT POSSESSING A VALID,
UNEXPIRED, UNREVOKED AND UNSUSPENDED LICENSE ISSUED UNDER THIS
ACT.

SECTION 7. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ:

SECTION 20.3. EFFECT OF ASSOCIATE LICENSURE.

ASSOCIATE LICENSURE UNDER THIS ACT SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS

REQUIRING NEW OR ADDITIONAL THIRD-PARTY RETIMBURSEMENT OR TO

OTHERWISE MANDATE COVERAGE UNDER 75 PA.C.S. CH. 17 (RELATING TO

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY) OR THE ACT OF JUNE 2, 1915 (P.L.736,

NO.338), KNOWN AS THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT, OR FOR NEW OR

ADDITTONAL POLICIES WRITTEN UNDER OR FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE ACT OF MAY 17, 1921 (P.L.682, NO.284), KNOWN AS

THE INSURANCE COMPANY LAW OF 1921.

(2) THE ACT OF DECEMBER 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, NO.364),

KNOWN AS THE HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION ACT.

(3) THE ACT OF MAY 18, 1976 (P.L.123, NO.54), KNOWN AS

THE INDIVIDUAL ACCIDENT AND SICKNESS INSURANCE MINIMUM

STANDARDS ACT.

(4) A NONPROFIT CORPORATION SUBJECT TO 40 PA.C.S. CH. 61

(RELATING TO HOSPITAL PLAN CORPORATIONS) OR 63 (RELATING TO

PROFESSTONAL HEALTH SERVICES PLAN CORPORATIONS) .

SECTION 8. THE STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPISTS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS SHALL PROMULGATE
REGULATIONS AS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS ACT NO LATER THAN 90
DAYS FROM THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION.

SECTION 9. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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