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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1507 =5

| NTRODUCED BY W LT, ALLEN, ARMSTRONG BAKER, CAUSER, CREI GHTON
FAI RCH LD, GEORGE, HALUSKA, LEH, Ml LHATTAN, PICKETT, SHANER
S. H SMTH, STERN, R STEVENSON, T. STEVENSQN, SURRA AND
ZUG, MNAY 3, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MAY 3, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), entitled

"An act establishing a uniformconstruction code; 1 nposing

powers and duties on nunicipalities and the Departnent of

Labor and I ndustry; providing for enforcenment; inposing

penal ti es; and meki ng repeal s,” further providing for

definitions; and providing for applicability.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 103 of the act of Novenmber 10, 1999
(P.L.491, No.45), known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code
Act, is anended by adding definitions to read:

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Fire protection system" Approved devi ces, equi pnent and

systens or conbi nati ons of systens used to detect a fire,

activate an alarm extinguish or control a fire or control or
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manage snpke and products of a fire.

* * %

"Means of egress." A continuous and unobstructed path of

vertical and hori zontal eqress travel from any occupi ed portion

of a building or structure to a public way. A neans of egress

consi sts of three separate and distinct parts: the exit access,

the exit and the exit discharqge.

* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 902.1. Applicability to certain buil dings.

An exi sting building which did not have a certificate of

occupancy prior to April 10, 2004, shall be treated as an

exi sting building under Chapter 3. The foll owi ng appl vy:

(1) A building under this section shall be issued an

occupancy permt under this act if all of the foll ow ng

apply:

(i) The entire building neets the requirenents of

Chapter 3 for fire protection systens and neans of

(ii) The building is not unsafe, unsanitary or

judged to be a fire hazard or dangerous to hunman life or

public welfare.

(2) For a building under this section, a code

adm ni strator shall not require changes which are technically

i nfeasi ble for the purpose of neeting neans of egress

requi renents.

(3) A code administrator shall construe this section

liberally to allow a property owner to nai ntain occupancy of

a building under this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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