PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1653 PRINTER S NO. 1916

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1365 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BI RVELI N, ARMSTRONG BALDW N, BELFANTI
BENNI NGHOFF, Bl ANCUCCI, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER,
CORNELL, CRAHALLA, DENLI NGER, DeWEESE, D G ROLAMO, FLEAGLE,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, CGERGELY, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRELL,
GRUCELA, HARRI' S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HI CKERNELL, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KOTIK, LEACH, LEH MACKERETH, MANN,
MARSI CO, Ml LHATTAN, R M LLER, S. M LLER, MJNDY, NAILOR
O NEI LL, PETRI, PH LLIPS, PICKETT, PISTELLA, PYLE, REI CHLEY,
ROHRER, RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO SCHRODER, SHAPI RO
B. SMTH, STERN, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE, TRUE
WALKO, WATSON, WHEATLEY, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD AND KAUFFMAN,
APRI L 14, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 9, 2005
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for foreign decree

of adopti on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2908 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 2908. Foreign decree of adoption.

[When a decree of adoption of a minor is made or entered in
conformty with the aws of another state or a foreign country
whereby a child is adopted by a resident of this Commonwealth, a

copy of the final decree, properly authenticated, may be fil ed

with the clerk in the county of residence of the adopting
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parents. The decree and such other docunents as may be fil ed
therewith shall be kept in the files of the court as a pernanent
record thereof and shall be withheld frominspection except on
order of court granted upon cause shown. Upon the filing of a
foreign decree of adoption, the clerk shall enter upon the
docket an entry showing the foreign court, identification of the

proceedi ngs therein and the date of the decree. Infornation

identifying the natural parents shall not be required.]
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(A)  REG STRATI ON. - - WHEN AN ORDER OF ADOPTION CF A MNOR IS <—

MADE OR ENTERED |IN CONFORM TY WTH THE LAWS OF ANOTHER STATE OR

A FOREI GN COUNTRY WHEREBY A CHI LD IS ADOPTED BY A RESI DENT OF

TH' S COMVONVEALTH, THE ADOPTI NG PARENT SHALL FILE A PROPERLY

AUTHENTI CATED COPY OF THE FOREI GN DECREE OF ADOPTI ON, A COPY OF

THE CH LD S VISA AND THE CH LD S BI RTH CERTI FI CATE, | F

AVAI LABLE, WTH THE CLERK OF THE ORPHANS' COURT IN THE COUNTY OF

RESI DENCE OF THE PARENT. |F THE FORElI GN DECREE OF ADCPTION IS

NOT IN ENGLI SH, _THE ADOPTI NG PARENT SHALL ALSO FILE A CORRECT

ENGLI SH TRANSLATI ON. | F NO Bl RTH CERTI FI CATE OR CERTI FI CATI ON OF

REG STRATI ON OF_BI RTH CAN BE OBTAI NED, THE PARENT SHALL | NCLUDE

A STATEMENT OF THE REASON THEREFOR. THE ORPHANS' COURT BY

GENERAL RULE, OR THE ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE OF PENNSYLVANI A

COURTS AT THE DI RECTI ON OF THE ORPHANS' COURT, SHALL DEVELOP A

FOREI GN ADOPTI ON REG STRATI ON FORM AND | NSTRUCTI ONS FOR THE USE
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OF SAME. A COPY OF THE FI NAL FOREI GN DECREE OF ADGCPTI ON AND

ENGLI SH TRANSLATI ON, | F NECESSARY, A COPY OF THE CHILD S VI SA

AND THE CHI LD S BI RTH CERTI FI CATE, |F AVAI LABLE, SHALL BE

ATTACHED TO THE FORElI GN REG STRATI ON FORM AS EXHI BI TS AND

SUBM TTED TO THE CLERK OF COURTS FOR REVIEWAT THE TI ME OF

(B) REVIEW --THE FOREI GN REG STRATI ON FORM SHALL | NSTRUCT

THE CLERK TO REVIEWTHE CH LD S PROPERLY AUTHENTI CATED COPY OF

THE FINAL FOREI GN DECREE OF ADOPTION, A COPY OF THE CH LD S VI SA

AND THE CH LD S BI RTH CERTI FI CATE, | F_AVAI LABLE. | N CASES VWHERE

THE FOREI GN ADOPTI ON WAS FULL _AND FINAL, THE CLERK SHALL ENTER

UPON THE DOCKET AN ENTRY SHOW NG THE FOREI GN COURT,

| DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE PROCEEDI NGS | N THAT COURT AND THE DATE OF

THE DECREE. THE CLERK SHALL | SSUE TO THE PARENT A CERTI FI CATE OF

ADOPTI ON_EVI DENCI NG THAT THE ADOPTI ON HAS BEEN REGQ STERED | N THE

COUNTY COURT. THE CLERK SHALL ALSO SEND A CERTI FI CATE OF

ADOPTI ON TO THE BUREAU OF VI TAL STATI STICS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH. NO HEARI NG SHALL BE REQUI RED PRI OR TO THE | SSUANCE OF

THE CERTI FI CATE OF ADCPTI ON AND THE PARENT SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED

TO OBTAIN COUNSEL. IN CASES WHERE THE FOREI GN ADOPTI ON WAS NOT

FULL AND FINAL OR WHERE THE CHILD S VISA IS NOT OF THE TYPE THAT

WOULD AFFORD THE CHI LD FULL UNI TED STATES CI TI ZENSHI P, THE CLERK

SHALL ADVI SE THE ADOPTI VE PARENT THAT THE CHI LD MJST BE

READOPTED TO FI NALI ZE THE ADOPTI ON. _THE ORPHANS' COURT BY

GENERAL RULE, OR THE ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE OF PENNSYLVANI A

COURTS AT THE DI RECTI ON OF THE ORPHANS' COURT, SHALL DEVELOP A

STANDARD PETI TI ON, A STANDARD COURT ORDER AND | NSTRUCTI ONS FOR

THEIR USE. THE CLERK SHALL PROVI DE_THE ADOPTI VE PARENT WTH A

STANDARD PETI TI ON FOR THE READOPTI ON AND ADVI SE THE ADOPTI VE

PARENT ACCORDI NGLY.
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(G RECORDS. --THE COPY COF THE FI NAL FOREI GN DECREE OF

ADOPTI ON AND ENGLI SH TRANSLATI ON, | F NECESSARY, THE COPY OF THE

CHLD S VISA, THE CH LD S BI RTH CERTI FI CATE, | F_AVAI LABLE, AND

ANY OTHER ACCOMPANYI NG DOCUMENTS SHALL BE KEPT IN THE FILES OF

THE COURT AS A PERVMANENT RECORD AND SHALL BE W THHELD FROM

| NSPECTI ON EXCEPT ON ORDER OF COURT_GRANTED UPON CAUSE SHOW.

| NFORVATI ON | DENTI FYI NG THE Bl RTH PARENTS OF THE ADOPTEE SHALL

NOT BE REQUI RED. THE CLERK MAY CHARGE A FILING FEE | N ACCORDANCE

WTH THE COURT' S REGULAR FEE SCHEDULE AS APPROVED BY THE

PRESI DENT JUDGE.

(D) CHANGE OF NAME OF ADOPTEE. --1F REQUESTED, THE NAME OF

THE ADOPTEE MAY BE CHANGED FROM THAT SET FORTH ON THE FI NAL

FOREI GN DECREE OF ADOPTION, THE CHILD S VISA AND THE CH LD S

Bl RTH CERTI FI CATE AND SHALL BE SET FORTH ON THE CERTI FI CATE OF

ADOPTI ON | SSUED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ON (B).

(E) READOPTI ON. - - NO COUNTY SHALL REQUI RE THE READOPTI ON OF

ANY CHI LD REFERRED TO I N SUBSECTI ON (A) UNLESS:

(1) THE COMVONWEALTH DOES NOT RECOGNI ZE THE FOREI GN

ADOPTI ON AS A FULL AND FI NAL_ ADOPTI ON;

(2) BOTH PARENTS, OR JUST THE SOLE PARENT |F ONLY ONE

PERSON | S ADCPTI NG _WERE NOT PRESENT FOR THE ADOPTI ON HEARI NG

N THE FOREI GN COUNTRY;

(3) THE FOREI GN COURT DI D NOT_ENTER A FI NAL ADCPTI ON

DECREE OR I TS EQUI VALENT; OR

(4 THE VISA 1S NOT CF THE TYPE THAT WOULD AFFORD THE

CH LD FULL UNI TED STATES C Tl ZENSHI P.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

C17L23JLW 20050H1365B1916 - 5 -



