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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1293 =%

| NTRODUCED BY TRELLO, FREIND, PITTS, SEVENTY, CLYMER, KOSI NSKI
MORRI S, BOYES, MERRY, JOHNSON, SERAFINI, CIM N, WASS,
ALDERETTE, STAIRS, PHI LLIPS, HERSHEY, VROON, NOYE, CAWLEY,
O BRI EN, GAMBLE, MRKONI C, POIT, MAI ALE, WOGAN, SI Rl ANNI,
PERZEL, ARMSTRONG A. C FOSTER, JR, FLICK GCRI ECO
DOVBROMNBKI AND E. Z. TAYLOR, JUNE 29, 1983

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MAY 29, 1984
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing requirenents for

attendance at religious schools; PRCH BI TI NG CERTAI N ACTS; <—
PROVI DI NG FOR MANDATORY TESTI NG and naking editori al
changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1327 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended January 14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anmended to
read:

Section 1327. Conpul sory School Attendance.--[Every] Except

as hereinafter provided, every child of conpul sory school age

having a | egal residence in this Commonweal th, as provided in

this article, and every mgratory child of conpul sory school
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age, is required to attend a day school in which the subjects
and activities prescribed by the standards of the State Board of
Education are taught in the English language. In |lieu of such
school attendance, any child fifteen years of age with the

approval of the district superintendent and the approval of the

[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of Education,
and any child sixteen years of age with the approval of the

di strict superintendent of schools, nmay enroll as a day student
in a private trade school or in a private business school
Iicensed by the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education, or
in a trade or business school, or departnent operated by a | ocal
school district or districts. Such nodified programoffered in a
public school nust neet the standards prescribed by the State

Board of Education or the State Board for Vocati onal Educati on.

[ Every] Except as hereinafter provided, every parent, guardi an,

or other person having control or charge of any child or

chil dren of conpul sory school age is required to send such child
or children to a day school in which the subjects and activities
prescri bed by the standards of the State Board of Education are
taught in the English |anguage. Such parent, guardi an, or other
person having control or charge of any child or children,
fifteen or sixteen years of age, in accordance with the

provi sions of this act, may send such child or children to a
private trade school or private business school |icensed by the
Department of [Public Instruction] Education, or to a trade or
busi ness school, or departnment operated by a | ocal school
district or districts. Such nodified programoffered in a public
school mnust neet the standards prescribed by the State Board of

Educati on or the State Board for Vocational Education. Such

child or children shall attend such school continuously through
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the entire term during which the public schools in their
respective districts shall be in session, or in cases of
children of mgrant |aborers during the time the schools are in
session in the districts in which such children are tenporarily
dom ciled. The financial responsibility for the education of
such children of mgrant |aborers shall remain with the school
district in which such children of mgrant | aborers are
tenporarily domciled; except in the case of special schools or
cl asses conducted by an internediate unit and approved by the
Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education or conducted by the

Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education. A child enrolled

in a school which is operated by a bona fide church or other

reliqgi ous body, and the parent, quardi an or other person havi ng

control or charge of any such child or children of conpul sory

school age shall be deened to have net the requirenents of this

section if that school provides a ni ni num of one hundred ei ghty

(180) days of instruction or nine hundred (900) hours of

instructi on per year at the elenentary |evel, or nine hundred

ninety (990) hours per year of instruction at the secondary

| evel and offers the foll owi ng subj ects:

(1) At the elenentary school |evel: English, to include

spelling, reading and witing; arithnetic; science; geography;

hi story of the United States and Pennsyl vani a; civics; safety

educati on, including regular and conti nuous instruction in the

dangers prevention of fires; health and physi ol ogy; physi cal

education; nusic and art.

(2) At the secondary school |evel: English, to include

| anquage, literature, speech and conpositi on; science, to

i ncl ude bi ol ogy and chenmi stry; geodraphy; social studies, to

i nclude civics, econonmics, world history, United States history

19830H1293B3055 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

and Pennsyl vani a history; a forei gn | anguage; nmathenmatics, to

i ncl ude general mathenmatics and statistics, al gebra and

geonetry; art:; nusic; physical education; health and physi ol ogy;

and safety education, including reqular and conti nuous

instruction in the dangers and prevention of fires. The

requi renents contained in sections 1511 and 1605 of this act

shall not apply to such schools. The notarized statenent of the

princi pal of any such school, filed with the Departnent of

Educati on and setting forth that such subjects are offered in

the English | anquage in such school, whether it is a nonprofit

organi zation, and that such school is otherwi se in conpliance

with the provisions of this act, shall be satisfactory and

sufficient evidence thereof. The certificate of any principal or

teacher of [a] any other private school, or of any other
institution for the education of children, in which the subjects
and activities prescribed by the standards of the State Board of
Education are taught in the English |anguage, setting forth that
the work of said school is in conpliance with the provisions of
this act, shall be sufficient and satisfactory evidence thereof.
Regul ar daily instruction in the English | anguage, for the tine
herein required, by a properly qualified private tutor, shall be
consi dered as conplying with the provisions of this section, if

such instruction is satisfactory to the proper district

superi ntendent of schools. It is the policy of the Commopnweal th

to preserve the primary right and the obligati on of the parent

or parents, or person or persons in |loco parentis to a child, to

choose the educati on and training for such child. Nothing

contained in this act shall enpower the Commpbnwealth, any of its

officers, agencies or subdivisions to approve the course

content, faculty, staff or disciplinary requirenents of any
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reliqgious school referred to in this section without the consent

of sai d school

(3) The followi ng mni num courses in grades nine through 12

are established as a requirenent for hi gh school graduati on:

(i) Four years of English.

(ii) Three years of nmathenmatics.

(iii) Three years of science.

(iv) Three years of social studies.

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG SECTI ONS TO READ:
SECTION 1521. LIMTATION ON REFUSAL TO ENROLL STUDENT. - - NO

PUBLI C OR PRI VATE SCHOOL SHALL REFUSE TO ENROLL ANY STUDENT

BECAUSE OF RACE OR COLOR.

SECTI ON 1522. PROHI BI TI ON AGAI NST ADVOCACY OF TERRORI SM OR

OF_FORCI BLE OVERTHROW OF GOVERNMENT. - - (A)  NO AGENT_OR EMPLOYE

OF ANY PUBLI C OR NONPUBLI C ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY SCHOOL SHALL:

(1) ADVOCATE THE USE OF POLITI CAL TERRORI SM OR THE

TECHNI QUES OF TERRORI SM TO ANY_ OF THE STUDENTS ENROLLED THEREI N;

R

(1) ADVOCATE THE FORCI BLE OVERTHROW OF THE GOVERNVENT OF

THE UNI TED STATES OR OF THE COVMONWEALTH TO ANY OF THE STUDENTS

ENRCLLED THEREI N.

(B) VIOATION OF THI'S SECTI ON CONSTI TUTES A M SDEMEANOR OF

THE TH RD DEGREE.

SECTI ON 1523. MANDATORY TESTI NG - - WHENEVER STATE LAW OR

STATE REGULATI ON REQUI RES, AS A CONDI TI ON FOR GRADUATI ON FROM A

PUBLI C H GH SCHOOL, THAT A SCHOOL DI STRICT _ADM NI STER A

COMVERCI ALLY DEVELOPED EDUCATI ON ASSESSMENT TEST TO PUBLIC

SCHOOL CHI LDREN I'N GRADE ELEVEN, NO PRI VATE OR PAROCHI AL SCHOCL

MAY | SSUE A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA TO ANY STUDENT WHO HAS ENRCLLED

THEREI N AFTER HAVI NG TAKEN SAI D TEST WH LE ENRCLLED I N GRADE
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ELEVEN IN PUBLI C SCHOOL AND HAVI NG FAI LED TO ACHI EVE A PASSI NG

GRADE_THEREON, UNTIL SAI D STUDENT ACHI EVES A PASSI NG GRADE ON AN

EDUCATI ON ASSESSMENT TEST APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND

ADM NI STERED BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF

EACH PUBLI C SCHOOL FROM WHI CH A STUDENT TRANSFERS DURI NG OR

AFTER GRADE ELEVEN TO NOTI FY_ ANY PRI VATE OR PARCCHI AL _SCHOOL TO

VH CH THAT STUDENT TRANSFERS WHETHER THAT STUDENT HAS TAKEN AND

FAI LED AN EDUCATI ON ASSESSMVENT TEST MANDATED BY LAW I N GRADE

ELEVEN. IT SHALL ALSO BE THE DUTY OF EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL TO

NOTI FY ANY SUCH TRANSFERRI NG STUDENT, AND H' S OR HER PARENTS OR

GUARDIAN, OF H'S OR HER RESPONSIBILITY TO ACH EVE A PASSI NG

SCORE_ON AN EDUCATI ON ASSESSMENT TEST PRI OR TO RECEIPT OF A

D PLOVA. |F THE DEPARTVENT DETERM NES, I N AN ADM NI STRATI VE

PROCEEDI NG, THAT ANY PRI VATE OR PAROCHI AL _SCHOOL HAS | SSUED A

DIPLOVA IN VIOATION OF THIS SECTION, |IT SHALL ORDER SAI D

D PLOVA TO BE W THDRAWN, AND MAY PETI TI ON THE COMVONVWEALTH COURT

TO ENFORCE ANY SUCH ORDER SHOULD THE SCHOOL FAIL TO COWVPLY

THEREW TH. _THE COVPLAI NT _MAY BE I NI TI ATED BY THE DEPARTMENT ON

I TS OMN MOTI ON OR UPON RECEI PT OF A VWRI TTEN COVPLAI NT FROM ANY

PERSON | NCLUDI NG THE BOARD OF ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT OR ANY PUBLIC

SCHOCOL OFFI Cl AL.

Section 2 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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