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1395

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1279 *%z°

INTRODUCED BY PROBST, MAY 31, 2023

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS,
MAY 31, 2023
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AN ACT

Amending Title 3 (Agriculture) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated

Statutes, in fireworks, further providing for definitions,
for use of display fireworks and for use of consumer
fireworks and repealing provisions relating to rules and
regulations by municipality, to sales locations, to fees,

granting of licenses and inspections, to refusal, suspension

or revocation of license, to conditions for facilities, to

consumer fireworks tax and to disposition of certain funds.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. The definition of "consumer fireworks" in section

1101 of Title 3 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, added

July 11, 2022 (P.L.762, No.74), is amended to read:
§ 1101. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:
* K %
"Consumer fireworks."
(1) The term includes any combustible or explosive

composition or any substance or combination of substances
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which is intended to produce visible or audible effects by
combustion, [is suitable for use by the public,] complies
with the construction, performance, composition and labeling
requirements promulgated by the Consumer Products Safety
Commission in 16 CFR (relating to commercial practices) or
any successor regulation and complies with the provisions for
"consumer fireworks" as defined in APA 87-1[, the sale,
possession and use of which shall be permitted throughout
this Commonwealth] .

(2) The term does not include devices such as "ground
and hand-held sparkling devices," "novelties" or "toy caps"
in APA 87-1, the sale, possession and use of which shall be
permitted at all times throughout this Commonwealth.

* K *

Section 2. Sections 1102 and 1104 of Title 3, added July 11,
2022 (P.L.762, No.74), are amended to read:
§ 1102. Use of display fireworks.

(a) Prohibition.--No display fireworks shall be ignited

within 300 feet of a facility [that meets the requirements of

section 1107 (relating to sales locations)] that sells display
fireworks.
(b) Permit.--Permission shall be given by the governing body

of a municipality under reasonable rules and regulations for
displays of display fireworks to be held within the
municipality. After permission is granted, purchase, possession
and use of display fireworks shall be lawful for the use
outlined in the permit only. Permits shall not be transferable.
(c) Limitations.--Each use of display fireworks shall be:
(1) handled by a competent operator at least 21 years of

age who demonstrates evidence of fireworks handling and
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safety training; and

(2) of a character and so located, discharged or fired
as, in the opinion of the chief of the fire department or
other appropriate officer as may be designated by the
governing body of the municipality, after proper inspection,
to not be hazardous to property or endanger any person.

(d) Insurance.--The governing body of the municipality shall
require a permittee to carry insurance in an amount not less
than $1,000,000 conditioned for the payment of all damages which
may be caused to a person or property by reason of the use of
display fireworks and arising from an act of the permittee or an
agent, an employee or a subcontractor of the permittee.

(e) Permit extension.--A municipality may grant an extension
for a permit issued under this section to a new date for
displays canceled due to unfavorable weather or other
circumstances beyond the control of the permittee.

§ 1104. Use of consumer fireworks.

[[(a) Conditions.-—-A person who is at least 18 years of age
may purchase, possess and use consumer fireworks.

(b) Prohibitions.--A person may not intentionally use
consumer fireworks:

(1) On private property or on public property,
including, but not limited to, streets, parking lots,
sidewalks and parks, without the express permission of the

owner or entity that controls the property.

(2) Within, directed at or directed from a vehicle or
building.

(3) Directed at another person.

(4) While the person is under the influence of alcohol,

a controlled substance or another drug.
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] A person may not purchase, possess Or use consumer

fireworks.

Section 3. Sections 1106, 1107, 1108, 1108.1, 1109, 1112 and

1113 of Title 3 are repealed:

—
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29 section 1108 (relating to fees, granting of licenses and

30 inspections) shall be exclusively dedicated to the storage and

- 8 -

20230HB1279PN1395



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20230HB1279PN1395 -9 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20230HB1279PN1395

|
=
(@)
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20230HB1279PN1395

|
=
=
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20230HB1279PN1395

|
=
N
|



10
11
12
13

14

~J

15

16 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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