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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 117435

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, BROWNE, CREI GHTON, FLEAGLE, HERVAN
Mol LHATTAN, R M LLER, GRUCELA, MJUNDY, SHANER, SURRA, ARGALL
BAKER, BELFANTI, BUNT, CAWEY, Cl VERA, DALEY, DeWEESE,
FAI RCH LD, GEI ST, GEORGE, HARHAI, JAMES, LAUGHLI N, LEVDANSKY,
MELI O S. M LLER, PISTELLA, RAYMOND, RUBLEY, SAlI NATO, SATHER
SEMVEL, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR TI GUE
WALKO, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 15, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRI L 15, 2003
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AN ACT

Establ i shing the Ofice of Comrunity, Business and Education
Partnerships and its powers and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Keystone
Communi ty, Business and Education Partnership Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Office." The Ofice of Conmunity, Business and Educati on
Part nershi ps established by this act.

"Partnership.” A cooperative arrangenent between the private

sector and one or nore school entities to provide: dropout



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

prevention progranms, prograns to enrich and suppl enment existing
academ c progranms and career education initiatives through
vari ous neans, including, but not limted to, career
i nstruction, exploration, awareness, preparation, guidance and
counseling that is incorporated into the school curriculum job
shadowi ng experiences, on-the-job work training, apprenticeship
prograns, internships and prograns relating to vocational
education as defined in section 1801 of the act of March 10,
1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949.

"Private sector.” Any private business, corporation,
i ndi vidual, trade association, foundation, federally or locally
supported grant program and ot her non- Cormonweal th source
operating for profit or not-for-profit.

"School entity." A school district, internmediate unit, joint
school or area vocational -technical school
Section 3. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) This Commonweal th's system of public education woul d
be strengthened by greater collaboration between the private
sector and school entities.

(2) \Were partnerships presently exist, schools,
teachers, students and the community at |arge benefit from
t he support, recognition and expertise provided by the
busi ness comunity.

(3) Businesses benefit from partnershi ps because
partnerships help to pronote lifelong | earning and the
acqui sition of skills necessary for success in postsecondary
education and the work force.

(4) Conmunities benefit from partnershi ps because

partnershi ps all ow schools to explore innovative neans of
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t eachi ng, provide |earning opportunities designed to prevent
students from |l eavi ng school before graduation and provide
schools with the opportunity to teach students the skills
they will need for success after graduation.

(5) There is presently no entity at the State | evel
responsi ble for the collection and di ssem nati on of
i nformati on regardi ng partnershi ps between the private sector
and school entities.

Section 4. Ofice of Cormunity, Business and Education
Par t ner shi ps.

(a) Establishnent.--The O fice of Community, Business and
Educati on Partnerships is hereby established within the
Depart ment of Educati on.

(b) Purposes.--The purposes of the office are to encourage
and enhance partnershi ps between school entities and the private
sector, to function as a clearinghouse for materi al
di ssem nation and to provide training and consultation on
partnerships to school districts as appropriate.

(c) Powers and duties.--The office shall have the foll ow ng
powers and duti es:

(1) To devel op reconmendations for the establishnent of
private sector partnerships with school entities.

(2) To establish a network for the exchange of expertise
and informati on about private sector and school entity
partnershi ps throughout this Conmonweal t h.

(3) To provide technical assistance and workshops to
facilitate the exchange of information and expertise about
partnership prograns.

(4) To establish a nethod of assessing the inpact of

private sector and school entity partnerships on inproving
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the quality of education.

(5) To identify exenplary partnership prograrns,
materials and nodels to be dissem nated to school entities.

(6) To establish appropriate award prograns to recognize
busi nesses for their contributions to inproving education and
to recogni ze exenpl ary partnership prograns.

(7) To prepare and submit an annual report to the
CGeneral Assenbly and the Governor which includes the
fol | ow ng:

(1) A sunmary of the status of private sector and
school entity partnership prograns.

(1i) Recomendations to inprove the efficiency and
pronote the growh of private sector and school entity
part ner shi ps.

(8) To encourage the donation of functional conputers,
equi pnent, supplies, volunteers and funds where avail abl e
fromthe private sector to school entities and to educate the
private sector of any tax advantage resulting fromthese
donati ons.

(9) To performother duties to carry into effect the

pur poses under subsection (b).

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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