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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1171 3%

| NTRODUCED BY HOEFFEL, DAW DA, LASH NGER, SWAI M PERZEL,
COCHRAN, M LLER, SALVATORE, M CHLOVI C, HALUSKA, M COZZ|E,
KANUCK AND SVEET, APRIL 8, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, APRIL 8, 1981

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 23, 1970 (P.L.563, No.195), entitled
2 "An act establishing rights in public enployes to organize
3 and bargain collectively through sel ected representatives;
4 defining public enployes to include enployes of nonprofit
5 organi zations and institutions; providing conmpul sory

6 medi ati on and fact-finding, for collective bargaining

7 i npasses; providing arbitration for certain public enployes
8 for collective bargai ning inpasses; defining the scope of
9 col | ective bargaining; establishing unfair enpl oye and

10 enpl oyer practices; prohibiting strikes for certain public
11 enpl oyes; permtting strikes under limted conditions;

12 provi ding penalties for violations; and establishing

13 procedures for inplenentation,” changi ng the bargai ni ng

14 ti met abl e.

15 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

16 hereby enacts as foll ows:

17 Section 1. Cdause (12) of section 301, act of July 23, 1970
18 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the "Public Enploye Relations Act,"”

19 is anended to read:

20 Section 301. As used in this act:
21 * * %
22 (12) "Budget subm ssion date" neans the date by whi ch under

23 the law or practice a public enployer's proposed budget, or
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budget containing proposed expenditures applicable to such
public enployer is submtted to the Legislature or other simlar
body for final action. For the purposes of this act, the budget
subm ssion date for the Commonweal th shall be February 1 of each

year, for political subdivisions other than school districts

Decenber 29 of each year, for school districts June 30 of each

year and for a nonprofit organization or institution, the |ast
day of its fiscal year.

Section 2. Sections 801 and 802 of the act are amended and a
section is added to read:

Section 801. (a) No later than ninety days prior to the

"pbudget subm ssion date", the party wishing to initiate

bargai ning shall submt to the other party, and to the board,

noti ce of contract term nati on and new contract proposals.

Failure to give notice of intent to negotiate, or to submt

proposals as required herein constitutes a wai ver of the right

to bargain for a contract for the foll owi ng year and the

exi sting contract or status quo shall continue for another vyear.

(b) If after a reasonable period of negotiation, a dispute
or inpasse exists between the representatives of the public
enpl oyer and the public enployes, the parties may voluntarily
submt to nediation but if no agreenent is reached between the
parties [within twenty-one days after negotiations have
commenced, but in no event |ater than one hundred fifty] sixty
days prior to the "budget subm ssion date,” and nedi ati on has
not been utilized by the parties, both parties shal
i mredi ately, in witing, call in the service of the Pennsyl vania
Bureau of Medi ati on.

Section 802. Once nedi ation has comenced, it shall continue

for so long as the parties have not reached an agreenent. If,
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however, an agreenent has not been reached [within twenty days
after nediation has commenced or in no event |ater than one
hundred] thirty days prior to the "budget subm ssion date,” the
Bureau of Mediation shall notify the board of this fact. Upon
recei ving such notice the board [may in its discretion] shall
appoint a fact-finding panel which panel may consist of either
one or three nmenbers. [If a panel is so designated or sel ected
it] The panel shall hold hearings and take oral or witten
testimony and shall have subpoena power. If during this tinme the
parti es have not reached an agreenent, the panel shall make

findings of fact and recommendati ons which shall include clear

statenents of the position of both parties and the rati onale for

t he recomendati ons:

(1) The findings of fact and recomrendati ons shall be sent
by registered mail to the board and to both parties not nore
than [forty] ten days after the Bureau of Mediation has notified
the board as provided in the precedi ng paragraph.

(2) Not nore than [ten] five days after the findings and
recommendat i ons shall have been sent, the parties shall notify
t he board and each other whether or not they accept the
recommendati ons of the fact-finding panel and if they do not,

t he panel shall publicize its findings of fact and

recommendati ons i ncluding a statenent of who accepted and who

rej ected the particular findings and reconnendati on.

(3) Not less than five days nor nore than ten days after the
publication of the findings of fact and reconmendati ons, the
parties shall again informthe board and each ot her whether or
not they will accept the reconmmendati ons of the fact-finding
panel .

(4) The Commonweal th shall pay one-half the cost of the
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1 fact-finding panel; the remaining one-half of the cost shall be
2 divided equally between the parties. The board shall establish
3 rules and regul ati ons under which panels shall operate,

4 including, but not limted to, conpensation for panel nenbers.
5 Section 905. Al contracts with political subdivisions

6 1including school districts shall begin and end in the sane

7 period of tinme as the fiscal year of the political subdivision
8 or school district. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a

9 contract that runs for nore than one fiscal year provided that
10 the contract begins and ends with the begi nning and end of an
11 appropriate fiscal year.

12 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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