PRINTER S NO. 1227

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1081 55

I NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, THOVAS, STABACK, GEI ST, ORI E, MELI G
EVANS, BAKER, JAMES, WASHI NGTON, RI ECER, SOLOBAY, PESCI
ROONEY, FRANKEL, TI GUE, DONATUCCI AND HORSEY, MARCH 24, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
MARCH 24, 1999

AN ACT
Regul ating the sale to mnors of dangerous inhal ants;
prohi biting m suse of those inhalants; and conferring powers
and duties on the Departnent of Health.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the I|nhal ant
Abuse Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) There are individuals under 15 years of age who
abuse inhal ants.
(2) Abuse under paragraph (1) |eads to poor schol astic
per f or mance.
(3) Abuse under paragraph (1) can lead to other fornms of

subst ance abuse.

Section 3. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

“Inhalant.” A solvent, nitrite, aerosol or gas, which the
depart nment:

(1) determines to be susceptible to inproper use under
section 4(a); and
(2) lists on a notice published annually in the
Pennsyl vani a Bul | eti n.
Section 4. Prohibition.

(a) Abuse.--An individual may not, with the intent to
achieve a state of intoxication, inhale an inhalant.

(b) Purchase and sale.--

(1) An individual who is under 16 years of age may not
pur chase an inhal ant.

(2) A person may not sell an inhalant to a purchaser
whom t he person knows to be under 16 years of age.

(3) A person may not sell, or offer for sale, at retai
an inhalant unless the following warning is printed on the

| abel of the container of the inhalant:

WARNI NG | NTENTI ONALLY | NHALI NG THI S PRODUCT NAY CAUSE
SEVERE PHYSI CAL AND EMOTI ONAL PROBLEMS, AND EVEN A ONE-
TI ME USE CAN RESULT I N DEATH.

(c) Gading.--

(1) An individual who violates subsection (a) or (b)(1)
or (3) commts a summary offense.
(2) A person that violates subsection (b)(2) commts a

m sdeneanor of the third degree.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

19990H1081B1227 - 2 -



This act shall take effect as follows:

(1) Section 4 shall take effect upon the first
publication of notice referred to in paragraph (2) of the
definition of "inhalant" in section 3.

(2) This section shall take effect imediately.

(3) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60

~N~ o o~ W ON

days.
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