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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 999 5

| NTRODUCED BY PHI LLI PS, HARHAI, ALLEN, BARD, BEBKO- JONES,
BELFANTI, BI SHOP, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, CRElI GHTON, CRUZ,
CURRY, D. EVANS, FAIRCH LD, FEESE, GEI ST, GEORGE, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, HORSEY, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, PALLONE, PAYNE, REI CHLEY,
SCAVELLO, STABACK, T. STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
WASHI NGTON, WOINAROSKI , YOUNGBLOOD AND JAMES, MARCH 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COMW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
MARCH 26, 2003
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AN ACT
Est abli shing the Refl ex Synpathetic Dystrophy Syndronme Education

Program and providing for powers and duties of the

Depart ment of Health.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Refl ex
Synpat heti ¢ Dystrophy Syndronme Education Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"RSDS." Reflex Synpathetic Dystrophy Syndrone.

Section 3. Findings.

Ref | ex Synpat hetic Dystrophy Syndrone, al so known as Conpl ex
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Regi onal Pain Syndrone, is a chronic neurol ogi cal syndrone
characteri zed by severe burning pain, pathological changes in
bone and skin, tissue swelling and extrene sensitivity to touch.
Untreated, RSDS can result in permanent deformty and chronic
pai n.
Section 4. Reflex Synpathetic Dystrophy Syndrone Education
Program

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish the
Ref | ex Synpat hetic Dystrophy Syndrone Education Programto
pronote public awareness of the causes of RSDS and the val ue of
early detection, diagnosis and treatnent of this disease.

(b) Duties of departnent.--The departnent shall:

(1) Establish a public education and outreach canpai gn
via witten materials and brochures to pronote awareness of
RSDS and enabl e indi vidual s to make inforned decisions about
their health, including, but not limted to:

(i) Cause and nature of the disease.
(i1i) R sk factors that contribute to the

mani festation of the disease.

(itit) Al available treatnment options, including

ri sks and benefits of said options.

(iv) Environmental safety and injury prevention.

(v) Rest and use of appropriate body nechani cs.

(vi) Availability of RSDS di agnhostic, treatnent and
outreach services in the conmunity.

(vii) Any other factors or elenents that m ght
mtigate the effects of this disease.

(2) Devel op educational materials and brochures which
shall be made avail able to consuners through State and | ocal

departnments of health, hospitals, clinics and other health

20030H0999B1172 - 2 -



1 care providers.

2 (3) Develop relationships with health care providers and
3 heal t h-rel at ed communi ty-based organi zations to pronote and

4 coordi nat e professional education prograns on RSDS for,

5 i ncluding, but not limted to:

6 (1) Research findings.

7 (ii) Cause and nature of the disease.

8 (1i1) Risk factors, including, but not limted to,

9 lifestyle, heredity and drug interactions.

10 (iv) Diagnostic procedures and appropriate

11 i ndications for their use.

12 (v) Al nedical and surgical treatnent options,

13 i ncl udi ng experi nental and established drug therapies and
14 the benefits and risks of each option.

15 (vi) Environmental safety and injury prevention.

16 (vii) Availability of RSDS di agnosis, treatnent and
17 support services in the community.

18 Section 5. G ant acceptance.

19 The departnent may accept grants, services and property from
20 the Federal Governnment, foundations, organizations and ot her
21 entities as nay be available to carry out the provisions of this
22 act.
23 Section 6. Effective date.
24 This act shall take effect in 60 days.

A221.35JS/ 20030H0999B1172 - 3 -



